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PREFACE. 

I HAVE fomcwhere heard or read, 
that the Preface before a book, 
like the portico before a houfe, (hould 
be contrived, ib as to catch, but not 
detain the attention of thofe who de- 
fire admifiion to the family within, or 
kave to look over the coUedion of 
pidures made by one whofe oppor- 
tunities of obtaining them we know 
to have been not unfrequcnt. I wilh 
not to keep my readers long from 
fuch intimacy with the manners of 
Dr. Johnfon, or fuch knowledge of 
his fentiments as thefe pages can coa« 
vey. To urge my diftance from Eng- 
land as an excufe for the book's being 
ill written, would be ridiculous j it 
might indeed ferve as a juft reafon for 
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vi PREFACE. 

my having written it at all ; becaufe, 
though others may print the fame 
aphorifms and ftories, I cannot here 
be fure that they have done fo. As 
the Duke fays however to the 
Weaver, in A Midfummer Night's 
Dream, " Never excufe ; if your play 
be a bad one, keep at leaft the ex- 
cufes to yourfelf." 

I am aware that many will fay, 
I have not fpoken highly enough of 
Dr. Johnfon ; but it will be difficult 
for thofe who fay fo, to fpeak more 
fiighly. If I have defcribed his 
manners as they were, I have been 
careful to fhew his fuperiority to the 
common forms of common life. It 
is furely no diipraife to an bak that 
it does not bear jeflamine ; and he 
who fhould plant honeyfuckle round 
Trajan's columin, would not be 
thought to adorn, but to difgrace it. 
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PREFACE. vii 

When 1 have faid, that he was 
more a man of genius than of learn- 
ing, I mean not to take from the one 
part, of his charader that which I 
willingly give to the other. The 
erudition of Mr. Johnfon proved his 
genius j for he had not acquired it 
by long or profound ftudy : nor can. 
1 think thofe charadlers the greateft 
which ^ have moft learning driven into 
th^ir heads, any more than I can per- 
fuade myfelf to 'confider the river 
Jenifqa as fuperior to the Nile, be- 
caufe the firft receives near feventy 
tributary ftreams in the courfe of its 
unmarked progrefs to the fea, while 
the great parent of African plenty, 
flowing from an almoft invifible 
fource, and unenriched by any extra- 
neous waters, except eleven namelefs 
rivers, pours his majeftic torrent into 
the ocean by feven celebrated mouths. 
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Tiii PREFACE. 

But I muft conclude my Preface, 
and begin my book, the firft I ever 
prefented before the Public; from 
whoie awful appearance in fbme mea« 
fiire to defend and conceal myfelf, I 
have thought fit to retire behind the 
Telamonian fhield, and fhew as little 
of myfelf as poffiblej well aware of 
the exceeding difference there is, be- 
tween fencing in the Ichool and fight- 
ing in the field.—— Studious how- 
ever to avoid offending, and careleis 
of that offence which can be taken 
without a caufe, I here not unwil- 
lingly fubmit my flight performance 
to the dedfion of that glorious coun- 
try, which I have the daily delight to 
hear applauded in others,, as emi- 
nently juft, generous^ and humane^ 
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TOO much iptelligence is often as 
pernicious ta Biography as too 
little ; tbe^ mind remains peiplexed by' 
cantradi6tiQa,of probabilttie^j and finds 
difficolty in feparacing report fiom tnith^ 
If John&n then lameQted tbat fo little 
had ^vcrbeen iaid about Butler^ I might 
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a ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 

with more reafon be led to complain that 
fo much has been faid about himfelf ; 
for numberlefs informers but diftrad: or 
cloud information^ as glafies which mul- 
tiply will for thcsitio^ part be' found 
alfo to obfcure. Of a life too, which 
for the laft twenty years was paffcd in the 
very front of literature, every leader of 
a literary company, whether officer or 
fubaltern, naturally becomes either au- 
thor or critic, fo that little lefs than the? 
recoUedtion that it was once the requeft 
of the deceafcd, and twice the defire of 
thofe whofe will I ever delighted to com- 
ply with, Ihould have engaged me to^ 
add my little book to the number of 
thofe already written on the fubjcft. I 
ufed to urge another feafon for forbear- 
an/ce, and fay, thaf aflthe readers would, 
on this fingular occafibnV be the writers 
of his life: like the firft'reprefentation 
6rtfe;Miftiue of'Comus, which, by 
changing" their chara6bers ■ from fpec- 
tators to'^performcrsi Was ^^ -by. the 
9 
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DR.' SAMUEL JOHNSOK. 5 

lords and ladies it was written to enter- 
tain. This objeftion is however now at 
an end, as I have found friends, far re- 
mote indeed from literary queftions, who 
may yet be diverted from melancholy by 
my defcription of Johnfon's manners, 
warmed to virtue even by the diftant re- 
flexion of his glowing excellence, and 
encouraged by the relation of his ani- 
mated zeal to perfift in the profeffion as 
well as prafticc of Chriftianity. 

Samvel Johnson was the fon of Mi- 
chael Johnfon, a b«okfeller at Litch- 
field, in Staffbrdfhire s a very pious and 
worthy man, but wrong-headed, pofitivc, 
and afflided with melancholy, as his 
fon, from whom alone 1 had the inform- 
ation, once told me : his bufinefs, how- 
ever, leading him to be much on horfe- 
back, contributed to the prefervation of 
his bodily health, and mental fanity ; 
which, when; he ftaid long at home> 
would fometimes be about to give way ; 

B2 
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4 A^£€DOT$6 .OF THE LATB 

afl<i Mr. Johnfefi (ai^^ that wh^a hit 
work-iho^j a detached building, ha({ 
faJJen half dovn for w^nt of monfy tQ 
repair Ui hl^ f^^^f "^.^ not leffr dilijgisnf 
to lock t^4^^ leyefjr ^igl^r^ ih#i»gh h« 
faw th^i^j. Ip^WT itiigil^t welkin at th^^ 
iH^k pttfit, ?»d kl»€w tli^t there wa^jM^ 
^CMrity obtaiisi^d by b^^rfrig the fra«v( 
door. ^* y>&/j:(fayabi&ibn))va&madii€ft» 
you may f#^, »»|4 ^omW h^ye beefi dif: 
coverable.iii #i}i'?r. iaftflpgei pf ch^. pT-e^T 
valence of imagination, but that poverty 
pt-^irent^d it ^11 pfeyittg ftich tricks as 
rkitfig'artd Mfwe i^li^o«rage/* Michatt 
#as a iimii (3f fttil htger fiz« ami graateH 
^rrngth'tjtaxtiiis fen, who was reckonsid: 
veiy^lskf: bimy bM did not dcUjgho in. 
taHcing. much of: his familyi^^^ onte has 
(fays, \iaty fi liedb i^pisd^slm m.^peoiziivg 
the: Biinsdokn ef beggtary^'^ Dnt cday^ 
Itaiwcv&T) kaaeing iM ^raife a &vQiimtit 
iiriend wkKpaitial tead^u^n^rs ^ w^Il as 
^rwe ifteai-nj *♦ Whf da ynu like' tlaiat 
plan's a^quaifiiaacfefor' &idiie: fiebaai^ 
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rtplicd I, he is open attd cdnfidmg, and 
tells me Ratm of his Ufi4lds atnd .c^v- 
firift; I love tke light parts df a foUd 
charader. «^ Nay, tf yoo are f<»P fa- 
mily hifl^ory (fays Mr# Jolm^^A good* 
iuimtM9rcdiy)> / can fit yo\i : I b^d an 
iincle,. Comelkns Ford, who, upon a 
j^iirney, (lapped and read.an in&riftum 
written on a ftone he fa^ ftandii^g by the 
way^fide, fet up, as it proTedv in hcHvour 
of a man who had leaped a Certain U^p 
thereabouts, the eiBtenH of which wds 
fpeci/ied upon the ftone : Why now, 
fays my unck, I ccvuld leap it \A oDy 
.boots; aqd he dad leap it in his boofi. 
I had llkewi& another. u»i:le> Andrew, 
continued he^.(py.£ithey'a iorQeher,. wki 
kept the ring in Smithfield (where they 
wrcftled and boxed) for a whole year, 
'and never wis tkrMirn w c^iU)uered« 
Here now arc uncles for you, Miftj*efe, 
if that's^ the way tb your heatt." Mi'. 
Johnfon was very converfant in the art 
of attack and' defetice^ by bdidng, which 
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p ANECDOTZS OF THE LATE 

fciencc he had learned from this uncle 
Andrew, I believe; and I have heard 
him^defcant upon the age when people 
were received, and when rcjefted, in the 
fchools once held for that brutal annufe- 
ment, much to the admiration of thofe 
who had no expeftation of his ikill in 
fuch matters, from the fight of a figure 
which precluded all poflibility of per- 
fonal prowefs ; though, becaufe he faw 
Mr. Thrale one day leap over a cabriolet 
ftool, to Ihew that he was not tired after 
a chace of fifty miles or more, he fud- 
denly jumped over it too ; but in a way 
fo ftrange and fo unwieldy, that our 
terror left he fhould break his bones, 
took from us even the power of laugh* 
ing. 

Michael Johnfon was paft fifty years 
old when he married his wife, who was 
upwards of forty j yet I think her fon 
told me (he remained three years child- 
lefs before he was born into the world, who 
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DR. SAUUBJL JOHNSON, J 

hi greatly contxibutcd to improve it. In 
three years more Ihc brought another, 
fon, Nathani^, viho lived to be twcnty- 
feven or twepty-eigbt years old^ and of 
whpfe ni»nly fpirit I have heard his bro-* 
thcr fpeak with pride and pleafure, men- 
tioning one circun^tancej particular 
enougbi that when the company were. 
omfi day lamenting the bad^efs of the 
roads, he enquired where they could be> 
as he travelled the country more than 
moft people, and had never feen a bad 
road in his life. The two brothers did 
not, however, much delight in each 
other's company, being always rivals for 
the mother's fondncfs ; and many of the 
fevere refieftions on domeftic life in 
Haffelas, took their fource from its au- 
thor's keen recolle&ibns of the timepafTedi 
in his early years. . Their father Michael 
died of an inflammatory fever, at the. age 
of feyenty-fix, as JMr. Johnfon told me :. 
their mother at eighty-nine* of a gra- 
dual decay. She was flight in her per- 
B4 
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9 ANfcvoTiflL OT rma um 

fM, he Ux^y audi raclier bchm dwi 
^ove the GommoA fiw. So cxceiteMr 
was her eharader> and fo blamekft hier 
Kfe^ that when an of^eflive neigbbetir 
oftce endeavoured to take from her a 
little field flic poflefled^ he ccrnkii per- 
fimie no attorney to ^BdertsJte the eaufe 
agamft.a woman- fo beloired in her nar- 
row circle: and h is thid iRcideiit h^ 
ailucks to in the line of his Vankf of 
Humane Wifhes, callmg her 

The f^afisa^i^TKMUJte as the fffiatrdX friesacL 

Nor could any one p»y ooore wittiAg* 
IkMniage to fucb a charafter^ though flio 
had not been related so him, than did 
Drr Johnlbn on e^Mry- occafioA that 
ofl^ed- * has^ diiqoifidon OR- Bt^'s. epi- 
taph placed over Mrs. G)»bet; is a prooiF 
qt that preference alwaifs givenr hy him 
no a noilelefs. Y^ over a buftKng one j 
for kowemea talllebcgin9» wt almoft alwa^s^ 
fee tbai it endi in funplicity s the gkitton* 
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§mSiC9 hif liofing koB re)iii fw myxhlng 
highly fioiccdi and call& for his betted 
cl^kken at the clok of osany years fpent 
Uk the ftarch qf dainties; the coanoil^ 
ieujis are ibon wetcy cf Rubens, and the 
erttiCis of Liicaa;^. a|id the refinenients 
of every kind heaped upon civil life, 
always ficken their poflejOTors before the 
clbfc df it^' 

» 
At.tbf age^ of tw^ years Mr. Johnfba 

was bffopgbt MP tp London by his mo- 
tberi tc^ hfi touched by Queen Anne for 
|bc $cr0phulou^ evil, which terribly af- 
flicted hi^ fhildhQodi,.and left £uch marks 
as .g^^Uy disfigjutedi a countenance na-^ 
ti^rally har& and rugged, befide doing 
•Irffpvabk dannage to the auricular 
organs,, which ncrer could perform their 
lim&iobsr ftnce I knew him; and it was 
€ming to that horrible diforder, too, 
that 'ODBC eye WES perfeiftly ufelefs to him ; 
tksc defedi, however, was not obferv- 
abfis, the eye& kxoked both alike. As 
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30 ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 

Mf/ Johnfon hadi &n aftonifliing mc^ 
mory, I afkcd him, if he could re- 
member Queen Anne at all? ♦* He 
had (he faid) a confufed, but fomehow 
a fprt pf folemn rccoUeaion of a 
lady in diamonds, and a long black 
hood." 

The chriftening of his brother he 
remembered with all its circumftances, 
and faid, his mother taught him to fpell 
and pronounce the words liule Nattyj 
fyllable by fyllable, making him fay it 
over in the evening to her hufband and 
his guefts. The trick which moft pa- 
rents play with their children, of fhew- 
ing off their newly-acquired accomplifli- 
ments, dilgufted Mr. Johnfon beyond 
cxpreflion j he had been treated fo him- 
felf, he faid, till he abfolutely loathed 
his father's careffe's, bccaufe he knew 
they were fure.to precede fome unpleaf- 
ing difplay. of his early abilities ; and 
be ufed, when neighbours came oVifit^ 
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ing, t» run up a tree that he might not 
be found and exhibited^ fuch, as no 
doubt he was, a prodigy of early under- 
ilanding. His epitaph upon the duck 
he killed by treading on it at five years 
old. 

Here lies poor duck 

That Samuel Johnfon trod on ; 
If it had liv'd it had been good luck. 

For it would have been an odd one j 

is a ftriking example of early expanfion 
of mind, and knowledge of language ; 
yet he always feemed more mortified at 
the recoUedtion of the buftle his parents 
made with his wit, than pleafed with the 
thoughts of poffeffing it. " That (faid he 
to me one day) is the great mifery of 
late marriages j the unhappy produce of 
them becomes the plaything of dotage : 
an old man's child (continued he) leads 
much fuch a life, I think, as a little 
boy's dog, teized with awkward fond- 
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nefsj and farced^ perh^, to fit dpM^ 
htgy as we call it^ to divert a company^ 
who at laft go away complaining of their 
difagrecablc entertainoient." In confe- 
qiience of thefe maxims^ and fuU of in* 
dignation againft fuch parents as delight 
to^ produce their young ones early into 
the talking world, I have knowrt Mr. 
Johnfon give a good deal of pain, by 
refufing to hear the verfes the children 
could recite, or the fongs they .could 
ling; particularly one friend who told 
him that his two fons Ihould repeat Gray*5 
Elegy to him alternately, that he might 
judge who had the happieft cadence* 
** No, pray Sir (faid he), let the dears 
both fpeak it at once j more noife will by 
that means be made, ^nd the noife will 
be fooner over/' He told me the ftory 
himfelf, but I have forgot who the fa- 
ther was. 

Mr. Johnfon's mother was daughter 
to a gentleman in the country, fuch as 
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there w^e maaj of in thofe days^ who 
pofleffiiig^ perhaps, one or two hundred 
pounds a year in land, lived on the 
profits, smd fought not to increafe their 
ificpme: (he was therefore inclined to 
think higher of herfclf than or her huf- 
banqi^ iKrhofe coAduft in money matters* 
being but indifferent, ihe had a trick of 
teizing him about it, and was, by her 
fon*5 account, very importunate with re- 
gard tb her fears of fpending mone thaa 
thfcy CDuIU affordi though flie never ar-^ 
riv^ lAkmowihg how much that was 5 ^ 
fault eommoa, as h^ faid, to mod: wo^ 
aEien\^ho ^ride themfelves on their cbco^ 
nomy . Th«y did ao; however, as I could 
underibuKJi, live Ul together on the 
whole : ** my fathv (fays he} couid al-* 
ways take his ho^f^ and ride away for 
ordfra when thii^s w^nt badly/' The 
lady's maiden name was Ford^ and the 
parfon who fits next to the punch- bowl 
in Hogarth's Modern. Midnight Conver- , 
fation was her brother's fon. This Ford 
' ' ' 3 
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14 ANECDOTES 0^ THE LATE 

was a man who chofe to be eminent only 
for vice, with talents that might have 
made him confpicuous in literature, and 
fefpeftable in any profeflion he could 
have chofen : his coufin has mentioned 
him in the lives of Fenton and of 
Broome ; and when he fpoke of him to 
me, it was always with tendernefs,=praif- 
ing his acquaintance with life and man- 
ners, and recolledting one piece of ad- 
vice that no man furely ever followed 
more exaftly: ** Obtain (fays Ford) 
fome general principles of every fcience ; 
he who can talk only on one fubjedt; or 
aft only in one department, is feldooi 
wanted, and perhaps never wiflied- for;- 
while the man of gerierat knowledge can 
often benefit, and always pleafe.'*^ He 
ufed to relate, however, another ftory 
lefs to the credit of his coufin's penetra- 
tion, how Ford on fome occafion faid to 
him, " You will make your way the 
more eafily in the world, I fee, as you 
are contented to difpute no man's claim 
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ix>^:CQdverfation excellence; they will, 
therefore, more willingly allow your pre- 
tenfions as a writer..!' . Can onej on fuch 
an occafion, forbear recollc<5ling the pre- 
diiStions of Boileau's father, when ftroak^ 
iqg the head of the young fatirift, Ce 
pttit bon bomme (fays he) »'^ faint trop. 
d'ej^rity mais il ne dira jamais mal de 
ferjonne. Such are the prognoftics 
formed by men of wit and fcnfe, as thefe 
two certainly were, qpncerning. the fa- 
ilure, charafter and condu<St of thofe for 
whofe welfare, they were honeftly and 
deeply concerned \ and fo late do thofe 
features of peculiarity come to their 
growth, which mark. a character to all 
fucc?eding generations. 

. . Dr. Johnfon firfl: learned to read of 
jiis.nfiother and her old maid Catharine, 
in whqfe lap he well renKmbered fitting 
)while Ihe explained to him the ftory of 
St. .George and the Dragon* I- know 
/lot whether this is the proper place lo 
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add5 that fucfa vos kb OchdenMfty :aiid 
ibch his gratitude, that he iK>ok il jborad^ 
to Litchfield fifty-fev^a yearn afterwatxift 
to fupport and comfort her in her laft 
iHncfs 5 he had enqtiired for his irurfc; 
and fee was dead* The recolleAion of 
fuch reading as. hid delighted him in hii 
infancy, made him'ah^a3rs perfiftin iaii^ 
tying that it was the only reading which 
could pkafe an infant I and he tried to 
condemn . me for" pirtting Newbety^S 
books into theijf hands as too trifl?ng't(i 
engage their attention. ^^ frabits db nd£ 
want (faid he)" 'tO htar about ^ babies^ 
they like to be told of giants artd^caftfe^ 
and of fomewhat Which can ftretch and 
ftimulate their little minds/* When in 
anfwer I would urge the numerous 
editions and quick fale of Tommy t^u- 
dent or Gt)ody Two Shoes: "Remcmbet 
always (faid he) that the pafents *«y the 
boolcs, and that the children never read 
them." Mrs* Barbauld however had his 
beft praife, and deferred it i no man wai 



Digitized 



by Google 



DPL. SAMUEL JOHNSOir. If 

more ftruck than Mr. Johnfon with vo- 
luntary defccnt from poffiblc Iplendour 
to painful duty. 

' At eight years old he went to fchool, 
for his health would not permit him to 
be fcnt foonerj and at the age of ten 
years his mind was difturbed by fcruples 
of infidelity, which preyed upon his fpi- 
rits, and made him very uneafy ; the more 
fo, as he revealed his uneafinefs to no 
one, being naturally (as he faid) ^of 
a fullen temper and refcrved difpofition/' 
He fearched, however, diligently but 
fruitlefsly, for evidences of the truth of 
revelation; and at length recollcfting 
a b6ok he had once fcen in his father's 
fhop, intitled, De Veritate Re'ligioniSy &?r. 
he began to think himfelf highly cul- 
pable for neglefting fuch a means of 
information, and took himfelf feverely 
to talk for this fin, adding many afts of 
voluntary, and to others unknown, pe- 
nance. The firft opportunity which 
C 
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offered (of cqurfc) hft fpized the booM . 
^ith avidity ; but on ex^pination, not 
finding himftlf fcholar enptigh to pejufc, 
its contents, fet his heart at reft; andi 
npt thinkjirig tp eoqiiifQ wjiether thcref 
^ere any Englifh.bQok^ written on the* 
f\ibje(9b, followed his tjfuali avnufeinent$, 
and qonii(iQred. his (^oafcience as lights , 
ened of a cfimc. If e re4oubled his- 
diligence, tp .learn, the la^goag^ that, cpor* . 
tained,the inforni^tion h? ropft.wiihedfojr 5 . 
but from the. pain wl^ich, guilt had given, 
him, he now b<gan tp dedpce the foul's^ 
imn^ortal^ty, ^hich . l?ji$. thf point thaf* 
belief firft flopped at 5 ar^ from that 
moment refolding to be a Chriftian, 
became one of th^e moft zealous and 
pious ones our nation ever produced* 
When be had tol4 me this odd anecdote 
of his childhood; "I cannpt imagine- 
(faid he) what makes me tall^ of myfe>f ^ 
to you.fo, fori really never m^WPnedi 
this foolifli ftory to any body except Dr. 
Taylor^ not even to my dear dear Bd^r 
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thorft, wiiom 1 loved better tlian cVcf f * 
loved^ any human* creiituiT*;i but poor 
ffathui* is- dead ! rr'--Kere a long jSaufe 
afid'^few te^rB' enlbed. Why Sil", Taid 
i;/hov^ lllte^ i«' all'thls' tb JtfeH-' JatJUti- 
Roiifleau! as- like, I meari; afe thfe lett- 
fttiofts-of froft and Are; wfren ihy cHil'd 
cbtnpiaihed^ yeftferdky tHar lAit it€ flier 
T?a^ eating'^i«f»^iher mbuth;- ^f. JbHtt- 
f&n IkugHed at thtr inc6rtgrifoXiS Ide'^i ; 
but tHefirft^ thing' whnch* preTeiftetfitfclf 
tttthe'mind'or^anittgertiotis'attd^lfeattteU' 
frietid' whom; f Kad^ the'jrtbftire* tb' pafs' 
fortie^ time wittf hertf at \f Ibrettce, was^ 
the' fame- ref^mlJlance, though^ I think' 
the two • charatStfets^had' lltflfclh^cdmnibh, 
ftirther than ail'eafly attfcnttofi^tb things" 
tieyortd^thte c^padty of^ oth*er daisies, a^ 
keen fenlibility of right' and wrong, and' 
arw&rmthof imagination littlcfcofiflfttat* 
with* found and perfeft healih; I haVe 
heard hfihi' relate* another odd* thing' of 
himfelf too, but it^ is' dne whifcK' e^erf' 
body has heard- aS' well' as' T: hoWJ 

C 2 
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when he was about nine years old^ havr 
ing got the play of Hamlet in his hand^ 
and reading it qyietly in his father's 
kitchen^ he kept on fteadily enough^ till 
coming to the Ghofl fcene> he fuddenly 
hurried up Hairs to the flreet door that 
he might fee people about him: fuch 
an incident^ as he was not unwilling to 
relate it, is probably in every one's pof- 
feifion now; he told it as a teftimony to 
the merits of Shakeipeare : but one day 
when my fon was going to fchool, and 
dear Dr. Johnfon followed as far as the 
garden gate, praying for his falvation, 
in a voice which thofe who liftened at- 
tentively could hear plain enough, he 
faid to me fuddenly, " Make your boy tell 
you his dreams: the firft corruption that 
entered into my heart was communicated 
in a dream/' What was iti Sir ? faid I. 
*^ Do not alk me," replied he with much 
violence, and walked away in apparent 
agitation. I never durft make any fur- 
ther enquiries. He retained a flrong 
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averlion for the memory of Hunter, one 
of his fchoolmafters, who> he faid once, 
was a brutal fellow : " fo brutal (added 
he), that no man who had been educated 
by him ever fent his fon to the fame 
fchool." I have however heard him 
acknowledge his fcholarfhip to be very 
great. His next matter he defpifed, as 
Tcnowing lefs than himfelf, I found j but 
the name of that gentleman has flipped 
my memory. Mr. Johnfon^ was hinrifelf 
exceedingly difpofed to the general indul- 
gence of children, and was even fcrupu- 
loufly and ceremonioufly attentive not 
to offend them: he had ftrongly per- 
fuadcd himfelf of the difficulty people 
always find to erafe early impreflions 
cither of kindnefs or refentment, and 
faid, " he fliould never have fo loved his 
mother when a man, had Ihe not given 
him coffee fhc could ill afford, to gratify 
his appetite when a boy/' If you had 
had children Sir, faid I, would you have 
taught them any thing ? " I hope (re- 
C3 
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pliod te), that I JtbouW hrivewiHingly li v:cdi 
09 brjCftd iif^ Yfiater to obtain inftru&ion 
i^ ,tbemi hut I ¥isavil4 not have ^ 
tjl^eiir fymvfi frlpDL^fkkp >co litaaaiKl for the 
£^be of diri^wg into tl»etr iieads know«- 
k4ge of thtl>g$ for which they might 
sot perfi^s have either tafte or neoefr 
Itfy, You tcsdi your daughters the dia- 
meters of the planets^ and wonder when 
you have done that they do not delight 
in your company. No fciencc c%n fee 
communicated by mortal creature® wkh« 
out attention from the fcholar ; no atcen- 
tix>n can be obtained from children with- 
out the infllAion of pain, and pam 19 
o^ver rqncmhered without refentment/' 
That fometbing fhould be learned, was 
however fo certainly his opinion, that 
I have heard him fay, how education had 
been often compared to agriculture, yet 
that it refembled it chiefly in this : *^ that 
if nothing is fown, no crop (fays he) cani 
be obtained.*' His contempt of the 
lady who fancied her fon could be $mi^ 
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ipent t^ithout fttidy, becairfe Shakefpeai^e 

^zi found wanting in fcholaftrc leaVnv 

'ing> Was cxpreflcd in terms {6 grofs aha 

to well khown, I tsriH i)Qt ripest thfenfc 

fierc. 

* • * 

To rccpllcflt, however, ^nd to repeat 

the fayings of Dr. Johnfon, is almoft all 

that can be doni^ by the writers of his 

life; as his life, at leaft fince my ac-.^ 

quaintancewithhim,co|ififted in little elfe 

than talking, when he was not abfolutely 

employed in ibme ferious piece of work ; 

'^nd whatever work he did^ deemed fo 

much below his powers of performance, 

that he appeared the idleft of a\l human 

beings j ever mufing til| he w^s (palled 

out to converfe, and cohverfing till the 

Tatigiic of his friends, or the promptitude 

of his own temper to take offence, coq- 

ligned hirp baclc again to filent n)edita- 

'tion, 

• The rcipctnbrincfe of what had pafl*e4 
\n hii oyifn chiMtiood, ma4^ Mr. Jghi^fo^ 
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very felicitous to preferVe the felicity of 
children; and when he had perfuaded 
Dr. Sumner to rcnnit the talks ufually 
given to fill up boys' tinrie during the 
holidays, he rejoiced exceedingly in the 
fuccefs of his negociation, and told me 
that he had never ceafed rcprefenting to 
all the eminent fchoolmafters in England, 
the abfurd tyranny of poifoning the hour 
of permitted pleafure, by keeping future 
mifery before the children's eyes, and 
tempting them by bribery or falfehood 
to evade it. *^ Bob Sumner (faid he), 
however, I have at length prevailed 
upon : I know not indeed whether his 
tendernefs was perfuaded, or his reafon 
convinced, but the efFeft will always be 
the fame." Poor Dr. Sumner died, how- 
ever, before the next vacation, 

Mr. Johnfon was of opinion, too, 
that young people fhould have fofitive 
not general rules given for their diredion, 
" My mother (faid he) was always tell- 
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ing mc that I did not behave myfclf pro- 
perly ; that I (hould endeavour to learn 
bebavioury and fuch cant: but when I 
replied^ that Ihe ought to tell me what 
to do, and what to avoid, her admoni- 
tions were commonly, for that time ac 
leaft, at an end." 

This, I fear, was however at befl: a 
momentary refuge, found out by pcr- 
verfencfs. No man knew better than 
Johnfon in how many namelefs and 
numberlefs aftions behaviour confifts : 
aftions which can fcarcely be reduced to 
rule, and which come under no defcrip- 
tion. Of thefe he retained fo many very 
ftrangc ones, that I fuppofc no one 
who faw his odd manner of gefticulating, 
much blamed or wondered at the good 
Jady's folicitudc concerning her fon's 
behaviour. 

Though he was attentive to the peace 
of children in general^ no man had a 
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ilrongcr contempt thm »hfc for fbch p|-* 
rents as openly prcfcfe «htt thfcy cannot 
govern th?ir children* ** How (feys he) 
is m »rmy governed ? Sydi people, for 
the moft part, multiply prohibitions till 
obedience becomes itopoffibk, z^A an- 
thority appears abfurd ; and never fofptrft 
that they teafe their family, their friends^ 
and thcmfelves, only betaufe converfa- 
tton runs low^ and fprnething mull b? 
feid," 

Of parental authority, indeed, fety 
people thought with a lower degree of 
eftimation. I one day imentioned the 
refignation of Cyrus to his father*s will, 
as related by Xenophon, when, after al} 
his cpnquefts, he r^q^^fted the confen; 
bf Cambyfe3 tp his marriage with a 
neighbouring princefsi and I adde4 
Rollin's applaufe and recommehdatioq 
of the example. " Po you not perceive 
then (fays Johnfon), that Xenophon on 
this occafion commends likt a pedant^ 
8 
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ind Perc RoUtn appdauds like a flaire ? 
If Cyrus by «his xx)iiquefl:s »had not pur- 
^afed emaacipatiQ^ i>e bad conquered 
to lititle' piEi^orfe iiufteed* Can you 4!>ear 
m fee die fdily of a fellow who has in 
lais care thfe live§ of thoufands, when 
be htgs kh papa pfrmifllon to be mar- 
nod^ and confediesi^i^ inability to decide 
in a inatter which concerns no man's 
Jiftppincfs but his own?"— Mr. Johnfon 
caujgjic me another tinie reprimanding 
the daughter of Iny houfekeeper for 
Slaving fa£ down ufipermitted in her 
mother's prefence. f* Why, Ihc gets 
h^r Hying, does ft^e not (faid he), with- 
put her mother'^ help ? Let the wench 
Iflqne,'* continued he. And when we 
were again out of the women's fight who 
were concerned in the difputc : *^ Poor 
-people's children, dear Lady (faid he), 
{icver refpedt them: I did not refpe<9; 
iny own mother, though I loved her: 
and one day, when in anger /he called 
^e a puppy, I afked her if (he knev^ 
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what they called a puppy's mother.** 
We were talking o( a young fellow who 
ufed to conne often to the houfe; he was 
about fifteen years old, or lefs, if I re- 
member right, and had a manner at 
once fuUen and fheepifli. " That lad 
(fays Mr. Johnfon) looks like the fon of 
a fchoolmafters which (added he) is one 
of the very word conditions of child- 
hood: fuch a boy has no father, or 
worfc than none; he never can refleft 
on his parent but the refleftion brings 
to his mind fomc idea of pain inflifted, 
or of forrow fuffcred." 

I will relate one thing more that Dr. 
Johnfon faid about babyhood before I 
quit the fubjeftj it was this: ** That 
little people fhould be - encouraged 
always to tell whatever they hear parti- 
cularly ftriking, to fome brother, fifter, 
or fervant, immediately before the im- 
preflion is erafcd by the intervention of 
newer occurrences. He perfcftly re-? 
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membered the firft time he ever heard of 
Heaven and Hell (he faid), becaufc 
when his niother had made out fuch a 
defcription of both places as Ihe thought 
likely to feize the attention of her infant 
auditor, who was then in bed with her, 
' fhe got up, and dreffing him before the 
ufual time,.fent him direftly to call a 
favourite workman in the houfe, to 
whom Ihe knew he would communicate 
the converfation while it was yet im- 
prcfled upon his mind. The event was 
what Ihe wiflied, and it was to that me- 
thod chiefly that he owed his uncom- 
mon felicity of remembering diftant .oc- 
currences, and long paft convcrfations.** 

At the age of eighteen Dr. Johnfon 
quitted fchool, and efcaped from the 
tuition of thofe he hated or thofe' he de- 
fpifed. I have heard him relate very 
few college adventures. He ufed to fay 
that our beft accounts of his behaviour 
there would be gathered frofli Dr. Adams 
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and Dr. Taylor, and that he was Cut& 
they would, always tell the troth. He 
told me however one- day, how, when he* 
was firft entered at the univcrfityi he^ 
paflcda morningi in compliance with the 
otiftonas of the placcj at his tiltor's cham- 
bers; but- finding him no fcholar, wcrtt 
no more. In about jen days after, meet*- 
ing the fame gcntltman, Mr. Jordan^ ia 
the ftfeet/ he offered to pafs by witHotilf 
faluting'him j but the tutor ftoppedj and? 
enquired, not roughlj^ neither. What he 
had been doing? " Sliding on the ice,'' 
was the reply j and fo turned away with 
dlfdain. He laughed very heartily at 
the recolleition of his owndnfolence, and 
faid they endured it from him with won- 
derful acquiefcence, and a gentlenefs 
that, whenever he thought of it, afto- 
nilhed himfelf.. He told me too; that 
when he made his firft^ declamation, he 
wrote over but one copy, and that 
coarfelys and having given it into the 
bafKi of* the tutor who flood to receive 
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It as he paflcd> was obliged to begin by 
chance and continue on how he could, 
for he had got but litile of it- by heart; 
fo fairly trufting tohisprefent p6wers fdr. 
imcnediate Supply, he finiftied by adding 
aftomihment to the applaufe of all who 
H.new how little was owing to ftudy, Ac 
fjrpdigious. rifqiie, however, faid fomei 
QAft: " Not at all (exclaims, johnfon), 
i)9^jmaA I fuf^ib leaps at. once into, 
deep water who does not know how to 
fwim.'* 

I dq«bt nqt but this ftory will be told> 
by. many ofrhis biographers, and faid fo, 
to .him when he told it me on the 1 8 th of> 
July 1773* " And who will be my* 
biographer (fa^d he), do. you think V* 
Goldlmith, vixo doubt, replied I, and he? 
will dp it. the beft among us. <^ Thcr 
dog would write it bdt to«be fure^ re- 
l^lied: he ; but bis particular nnalicc to« 
wards me, and general difregard for- 
truth, WM^^ make the book ufiplcfs to. 
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all, and injurious to my charafter.** 
Oh! as to that, faid I,^ we fhould all 
fallen upon hini, and force him to do you 
juftice ; but the worft is, the Doftor does 
not know your life -, nor can I tell indeed 
who does, except Dr. Taylor of Afli- 
bOurne. " Why Taylor (faid he) is 
better acquainted with my bearf than 
any man or woman now alive j and the 
hiftory of my Oxford exploits lies all 
between him and Adams j but Dr. James 
knows my very early days better than 
he. After my coming to London to 
drive the world about a little, you muft 
all go to Jack Hawkefworth for anec- 
dotes : I lived in great familiarity with 
him (though I think there was not 
much affe^ion) from the yeiaf 1753 till 
the time Mr. Thrale and you took me 
tip. I intend, however, to difappoint 
the rogues, and either make you write' 
the life, with Taylor's intelligence; or, 
which is better, do it myfclf, after out- 
living you all. I am now (added he),. 
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keeping a diary, in hopes of ufing it for 
that purpofe fome time." Here the con- 
verfacion flopped, from my accidentally 
looking in an old magazine of the year 
1768, where I faw the following linea 
with his naoie to them^ and afked if 
they were his. 



Verses /aid u be written by Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, at the requeft of a Gentleman t9 
wbcm a Lady bad given a Sprig of Myrtle. 

What Hopes, what terrors, dc€s thy gift create. 
Ambiguous em'blem of uncertain fate : 
The Myrtle, enfign of fupreme command, 
Cbnflgn'd by* Venus to'Mcliflk's hand ; 
Not lefs capricious than a reigning fair. 
Now grants, and now reje(5ts a lover's prayer. 
In myrtle ftiades oft fings the happy fwain. 
In myrtle (hades defpairing ghofts complain :^ 
The myrtle crowns the happy lovers' heads, 
Th* unhappy lover's grave the myrtle fpreads : 
O then the meaning of thy gift impart. 
And eafe the throbbings of an anxious heart ! 
Soon muft this bough, as you ihall fix his doom, 
Adorn Philander's head, or grace his tomb. 
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^ Why now, do but fee how the world 
is gaping for a wonder? (cries Mr. John- 
fon,-) I think it is now juft forty years 
ago that a young fellow had a fprig of 
myrtle given him by a girl he courted^ 
and afked me to write hkn fomc verier 
that he might prefent her in return.. I 
promifed, but forgot f and when he called 
for bis lines at the time agreed on — Sit? 
ftill a moment (fays l),^ dear Mund> and 
I'll fetch them thee^-^^iQ (fcepped aftde £or 
five minutes, 'and wrote tbe.nonfenfe you 
now keep fuch a ftic about, '^^ 

Upon reviling thefe Anecdotes, it is 
impoffible not to be ftruck with Ihame^ 
and regret that one treafured no more of 
them up } but nO experience is fufficienc 
to ctn-e the vice of negligence : whatever 
one fees conftantly, or might fee con- 
ftantly, becomes uninterefting j and we 
fufFer evefiy trivial occupation, every 
flight amufement, to hinder us from 
writing down, what indeed we cannot 
7 
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chufe but temember; but what we 
ihould wiih to recoiled with pleafure, 
unpoifoned by remorfc for not remem- 
bering more. While I write this, I negledt 
imprefling.my mind with the wonders of 
art, and be w tics of nature, that now fur- 
round me; and fhall one day, perhaps, 
think on the hours I might have profit- 
ably paffed in the Florentine Gallery, and 
reflcfting on Raphael's St. John at that 
time, as upon Johnfon's converfation in 
this moment, may joftly exclaim of the 
months fpent by me moft delightfully 
in Itaiy^^'— 

That I prized every hoqr that pafs*d by, 
Beyond ail that had pleas'd me before ; 

But now they are paft, and I figh. 

And I grieve that I priz*d them no more. 

Shenstons. 

Dr^ Johnfon delighted in his own par-* 
tiality for Oxford ; and one day, at my 
houfe, entertained five members of th^ 
other univerfity with various inftwc?? qf 

D2 
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the fuperiofity of Oxford,' enumerating 
the gigantic names of many men whon^ 
it had produced, with apparent triumphs 
At laft I laid to him, Why there happens 
to be no lefs than five Cambridge men 
in the room now. " I did not (faid he), 
think, of that till you told me ; but the 
wolf don't count the flieep," When the 
company were retired, we happened to be 
talking of Dr. Barnard, the Provoft of 
Eton, who died about that time; and 
after a long and juft eulogium* on his 
wit, his learning, and his goodnefs of 
heart : " He was the only raan too (fays 
Mr. Johnfon quite ferioufly) that did 
jufticc to my good breeding; and you 
may obferve that I am well-bred to a^ 
degree of needlefs fcrupulofity. No man, 
(continued he, not obferving the amaze- 
ment of his hearers) no man is fo- 
cautious not to interrupt another; no 
man thinks it fo neceffary to appear at- 
tentive when others are fpeaking; n<> 
man fo fteadily refufes preference to him-^ 
6 
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■4 fclf, or fo willingly beftows it on another, 
as I do i no body holds fo ftrongly as I 
do the neccflity of ceremony, and the 
ill efFedls whichfoUow the breach of it : 
yet people think me rude ; but Barnard 
. did me juftice/' 'Tis pity, faid I, laugh- 
, ing, that he had not heard you compli- 
.ment^ the Cambridge men after dinner 
to-day. " Why (replied he) I was in- 
clined to doix^n them furc enough ; but 
then a fellow dejcrves to be of Oxford 
.that talks fo/' \ have heard bim ac 
other times relate how he ufcd to fit in 

fome coffee- houfe there, and turn M *s 

C-r-ft-u-s into ridicule for the diverfion 
of himfelf and of chance comers-in. 
** The Elf — da (fays he) was too exqui- 
'fitely pretty s I could mak<: no fun out of 
that." When upon fome occafions he 
would exprefs his aftoaifhment that he 
Ihould have an enemy in the wQ,rld, 
while he had been doing nothing but 
good to his neighbours, I ufed to make 
him recoiled thcfe circun^ftanccs : " Why 
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child (faid he), what harm could that do 
the fellow ? I always thought very well 

of M n for a Cambridge man; he 

is, I believe, a mighty blamelefs cha- 
rafter." Such tricks were, however, the 
more unpardonable in Mr. Johnfon, be- 
caufe no one could harangue like him 
about the difficulty always found in for- 
giving petty injuries, or in provoking 
by ncedlefs offence. Mr. Jordan, his 
tutor, had much of his affeftion, though 
he defpifcd his want of fcholaftic learn- 
ing. ^* That creature would (faid he) 
defend his pupils to the laft : no young 
lad under his care fhould fuffer for 
committing flight improprieties, while he 
had breath to defend, or power to proteft 
them. If I had had fons to fend to 
college (added he), Jordan fhould have 
been their tutor." 

Sir William Browne the phyfician, 
who lived to a very extraordinary age, 
and was in other refpedts an odd mortal^ 
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vith more genius than underilanding^ 
and more felf-fufficicncy than wit, was 
the only perfon who ventured to oppofe 
Mr. Johnfon, when he had a mind to 
Ihine by exalting his favourite univerfity, 
and to exprefs his contempt of the 
whiggifh notions which prevail at Cam- 
bridge. He did it once, however, with 
furprifing felicity: his antagonift having 
repeated with an air of triumph the 
famous epigram written by Dr. Trapp, 

Our royal mafter faw, with heedful eyes. 

The wants of his two univerfitics : 

Troops he to Oxford fent, as knowing why 

That learned body wanted loyalty : 

But books to Cambridge ga.ve, as, well difceming» 

That that right loyal body wanted learning. 

Which, fays Sir William, might well be 
.anfwereid thus; 

The king to Oxford' fent his troop of horfe, 
Toi* Tories own no argument but force ; 
Wkh equal care toCanihridge books he fent, 
.For Whigs aUpw no force but argument. 
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Mr. Johnfon did him the juftice to 
fay, it was one of the happieft extempo- 
raneoos produftions he" ever raet withi 
though he once connicaHy confeffed> that 
he hated to repeat the wit of a whig urged 
in fupport of whiggifm. SaysGarrick to 
him one day. Why did not you make me 
a tory, when we lived fo much together, 
you love to make people tories ? 
^* Why (fays John(bn> pulling a heap 
of halfpence from his pocket) did not 
the king make thefe guineas?** 

Of Mr. Johnfon^s toryifm the world 
has long been witnefs, and the political 
pamphlets written hy him in defence of 
his party, arc vigorous and elegant. He 
often delighted his imagination with the 
thoughts of having deftroyed Junius, an 
anonymous writer who flourifhed in the 
years 1769 and 1770> and who kept 
himfelf fo ingenioufly concealed from 
every endeavour to deteft him, that 
no probable guefs was, I believe^ ever 
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formed concernii>g the author's name, 
though at that time the fubjcft of gene- 
ral converfation. Mr. Johnfon made us 
all laugh one day, becaufel had received 
a remarkably fine Stilton cheefe as 
a prefent from fome perfon who had 
packed and direfted it carefully, but 
without mentioning whence it came. 
Mr. Thrale, defirous to know who we 
were obliged to, alked every friend as they 
came in, but no body owned it : " De- 
pend upon it. Sir (fays Johnfon), it was 
lent by Junius .'* 

The Falfe Alarm, his firfl: and favourite 
pamphlet, was written at our houfe be- 
tween eight o'clock on Wednefday night 
and twelve o'clock on Thurfday night i 
we read it to Mr. Thrale when he came 
very late home from the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; the other political trafts followed 
in their order. I have forgotten which 
contains the ftroke at Junius; but (hall 
for ever remember the pleafure it gave 
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him to have written it. It was however 
in the year 1775 that Mr. Edmund Burke 
made the famous fpeech in parliament, 
that ftruck even foes with admiration, 
and friends with delight. Among the 
namelefs thoufands who are contented to 
echo thofe praifes they have not fkili to 
invent, /ventured, before Dr. Johnfon 
himfelf, to applaud, with rapture, the 
beautiful paffage in it concerning Lord 
Bathqrft and the Angel ; which, faid our 
Dodtor, had I been in the houfe, I would 
have anfwered thus: 

*' Suppofe, Mr. Speaker, that to 
Wharton, or to Marlborough, or to any 
of the eminent whigs of the laft age, the 
devil had, not with any great impro- 
priety, confented to appear; he would 
perhaps in fomewhat like thefe words 
have commenced the converfation : 

«* You feem, my LorcJ, to be con- 
cerned at the judicious apprehenfion, that 
mrhile you arc fapping ;the founcJati^G^fis of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 

. „ i 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 43 

royalty at home, and propagating here 
the dangerous doftrinc of refiftance; 
the diftance of America may fecure its 
inhabitants from your arts, though aftive: 
but I will unfold to you the gay prolpeds 
of futurity. This people, now fo innocent 
and harmlefs, (hall draw the fword againft 
their mother country, and bathe its point 
in the blood of their benefaftors : this 
people, now contented with a little, fhall 
then refufe to fpare what they themfelves 
confefs they could not mifs; and thefe 
men, now fo honeft and fo grateful, fhall, 
in return for peace and for prote6lion, 
fee their vile agents in the houfe of par- 
liament, there to fow the feeds of fedition, 
and propagate confufion, perplexity, and 
pain. Be not difpirited then at the con- 
templation of their prefeht happy ftate : 
I promife you that anarchy, poverty, and 
death fhall, by my care, be carried even 
acrofs the fpacious Atlantic, and fettle in 
America itfelf, the fure confequences of 
our beloved whiggifm." 
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This I thought a thing fo very par^ 
ticular, that I begged his leave to write 
it down direftly, before any thing could 
intervene that might make me forget 
the force of the expreffions: a trick, 
which I have however feen played on 
common occafions, of fitting fteadily 
down at the other end of the room to 
write, at the moment what flipuld be 
faid in company, either by Dr. Johnfon 
or to him, I never praftifed myfelf, nor 
approved of in another. There is fome- 
thing fo ill-bred, and fo inclining to 
treachery in this conduft, that were it 
commonly adopted, all confidence would 
foon be exiled from fociety, and a con- 
verfation affembly-room would become 
tremendous as a court of juftice. A fet 
of acquaintance joined in familiar chat 
may fay a thoufand things, which (as 
the phrafe is) pafs well enough at the 
time, though they cannot ftand the tefl; 
of critical examination ; and as all talk 
beyond that which is neccffary to the 
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purpofes of aftual bufinefs is a kind of 
game, there will be ever found ways of 
playing fairly or unfairly at it, which 
diftinguifli the gentlcnnan from the jug- 
gler. Dr. Johnfon, as well as many of 
my acquaintance, knew that I kept a 
,common-placc book; and he one day 
faid to me good-humouredly, that he 
would give me fomething to write iri my 
repofitory. *' I warrant (faid he) there 
is a great deal about me in it : you ihall 
have at leaft one thing worth your 
pains; lb if you will get the pen and 
ink, I will repeat to you Anacreon's 
Dove directly; but tell at the fame 
time, that as I never was ftruck with any 
thing in the Greek language till I read 
tba^y fo I never read any thing in the 
fame language fince, that pleafcd me as 
much. I hope my tranflation (conti- 
nued he) IS not worfe than that of Frank 
Fawkes." Seeing me difpofed to laugh, 
*' Nay, nay (faid he), Frank Fawkes has 
don? them very finely/' 
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Lovely courier of the iky, . . 
Whence and whither doft thou fly ? 
Scattering, as thy pinions play, 
Liquid fragrance all the way : 
Is it buiinefs ? is it love ? 
Tell me, tell me, gentle Dove. 

** Soft Anacrepn's vows I bear, 
** Vows to Myrtale the fsur ; 
** Grac'd with all that charms the heart, 
** Blufliing nature, fmiling art, 
** Venus, courted by an ode, 
** On the bard her Dove beftow'd. 
*• Vcfted with a matter's right 
** Now Anacreon rules ipy flight ; 
** His the letters that you fee, 
« Weighty charge confign'd to me : 
** Think not yer my fcrviee hard, 
*• Joylefs taflt without reward : 
" Smiling at my mafter*s gates, 
** Freedom my return awaits ; 
*' But the liberal grant in vain 
•' Tempts me to be wild again i 
** Can a prudent Dove decline 
" Blifsful bondage fuch as mine ? 
" Over hills and fields to roam, 
"Fortune's guefl without a home ; 
•* Under leaves to hide one's head, 
« Slightly flielter'd, coarfely fed j 
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. ' •* Now my better lot beftows 
•* Sfwect repafti and fbft repoft ; 
•* Now the generous bowl I fip 
** As it leaves Anacreon's lip ; 
** Void of care, and free from dreads 
** From' his fingers fnatcli his bread, 
** Then with lufcions plenty gay, 
*• Round his chamber dance and play ; 
" Or from wine as courage fprings, 
** O'er his face extend my wings ; 
** And when feaft and frolic tire, 
** Drop afleep upon his lyre. 
** This is all, be quick and go, 
** More than all thou canft not know ; 
** Let me now my pinions ply, 
^ I have chatter'd like a pye/' 
■ * " I " . ■ 

When I had finilhed, " But you muff: 
remember to add (fays Mr. Johnfon) 
that though thefe verfes were planned^ 
and even begun> when I was fixteen years 
eld, I never could find time to make a^ 
end of them before I was fixty -eight." 

This facility of writing, and this dila- 
torinefs ever to write, Mr. Johnfon always 
retained, from the days thac he lay a*bed 
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and didlatcd his firfl: publication to Mf. 
Heftor, who afted as his amanuenfis, to 
the moment he made me copy out thofe 
variations in Pope's Homer which are 
printed in the Poets Lives : " And now 
(faid he, when I had finifhed it for him) 
I fear not Mr. Nichols of a pin.'* — The 
fine Rambler on the fubjedt of Procrafti- 
nation was haftily compofed, as I have 
heard, in Sir Jofhua Reynolds's parlour, 
while the boy waited to carry it to prefs : 
and numberlefs are the inftances of his 
writing under immediate preffure of im- 
portunity or diftrcfs. He told me that 
the charafter of Sober in the Idler, was 
by himfelf intended as his own portrait; 
and that he had his own outfet into life 
in his eye when he wrote the eaftern 
ftory of Gelaleddin. Of the allegorical 
papers in the Rambler, Labour arid Reft 
was his favourite; but Serotinus, the 
itian who returns late in life to receive 
honours in his native country, and meets 
with mortification inftead of refpe<5t> was 
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fcy him confidcrcd as a maftcrpiece \A 
the fcicnce of life and manners. Tht 
charaftcr of Prbfpero iri the fourth vo- 
lume, Garrick took to be hisj and I 
have heard the 4luthor fay, that he neviei: 
forgave the offence. Sophron was like- 
^iie a piftu re drawn from reality- and 
by GclidUs the philofdpher, he meant tO 
reprefent Mr. Coulfon, a mathematician^ 
^ho formerly lived at Rochcfter, The 
toan immottalifed for furring like a cat 
*as, as he told mci one Bulby, a proftof 
iti the Commods. He who barked fo 
ingchioufly, and then called the drawet 
to drive away the dbg^ was father to Df. 
Salter of the Chanerhoufe. He who 
fung a fdngj and- by correfpondfcnt mo- 
tions of his arm chalked out a giant on 
-the'wall/was"oneRichardfori, an attorney* 
The letter figned Sunday, was written by 
Mifs Talbot ( -and he fancied the billets 
m'thc-fifft volume of the Rambler, were 
&at.him by Mifs Mulfoj now Mrs. Cha* 
ponc« The. p^peri contrlbuttdc by Mfs. 
E 
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Carter^ bad much of his efteem^ though 
Ac always blamed m« for preferring the 
Ifetter figne4 Chai^iefla to the allegory^ 
where religion and fuperfti^ton are indeed 
moft nn^ftcrly delineated.^ 

When Dr. Johnfon read his own fatire^ 
pn which the life of a fcholar is painted^ 
with the various ohftruftions thrown 19 
his way to fortune and to fame> he burft 
into a paf&on of tears ODe day: thr 
family, and Mr. Scott only were prefeni;^ 
who^ m a jocofe way^ clapped him oa 
she backj and faid. What's all this^ my 
dear Sir ? Why^ you, aad I^ and Herr 
(ules, you know, wejte all troubled Wick 
mlamf?Qljy,_ A$ the?e are noany gentlet 
jpen of the fame .namc> J ihould fay^ 
perhaps, that it w4§ n JVI^* .Scott wh# 
nwrkd Mifs.RobiBfoDy^Qfi that I think 
I hay^ l^eani. Mr.^ Thrale call hina George 
J^wis^i.or Gwrge.AyguftuSy I have for<- 
gpr whii;hr. ijc w^$. > vtry lirge ixui^ 
tk^Vf W,. «a4 made out/jrfje.triumviraif 
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'With Johhfoft -and Hercules comically 
enough. Th« Doftor was To delighted at 
his odd fally, that he fuddcnly embraced 
him, and the fubjeft was immcdrateiy' 
changed* I never faw Mr. Scott but 
that once in my life* 

Dr. Johnfon wai liberal enough in 
granting literary affiftaAcfe to others, I 
think J and infiumcrablfe ar^ the prefaceaf, 
4ermons, l^iires, and dedications whiclk 
he ufed to make for people who begged 
of him. Mr. Murphy related in His and 
tny hearing bhe day, tind he did not 
deny it, that when Murphy joked him 
the week bfefore for having been fo, dili^ 
gent of Uxi between Dodd's fermon anA 
ij^elly's prologue, that Dr.Johnfon replied^ 
.<* Whyi Sir, when they come to tnt with 
a dead ftay-*maker and a dyitig parfbn> 
.what can a man do?'' liit fdid^ however, 
chdt *« he hated to give away literarf 
peHbrmances^ Or even to fdl them to^ 
l^heaplyi the next geiier^B fluiU not 
E2 
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accufe me (added he) of beating dbW« 
;the price of literature: one hates, be* 
/idcs, ever to give that which qne has 
-been accuftomed to felli would not 
you. Sir (turning to Mr. Thrale), rather 
give away money than porter ?'• 

. Mr* Johnfon had never, by his own 
iftccqunt, been a clofe Student, and ufed 
to advife young people never to be withr 
©ut a book in their poQkpt, to be read, at 
:bye-times when they had nothing elfe to 
do. " It his been by that means (faicj 
lie to a boy at our houfe. one day) thaf 
^11 my knowledge has been gained) 
jexcept what I have picked up by run^ 
ning about the world with my wits ready 
to obferve, and my tongue ready to talk. 
A man is feldom in a humouf to unlock 
his book-cafe, fet bis deflc in order, and 
betake himfelf to feriou^ ftpdys but a 
retentive mcmpry wjU do' fotnethingj 
Und a fellow ftiall have ftrange credit 
given him, if he can but T?coll^pd^ ftriking; 
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paflages from different books, keep the 
authors £bparate in his head, and bring 
his ftock of knowledge artfully inta 
play: How clfe (added he) do the 
gamefters manage when they play for 
wore money than they arc worth ?*' Hi& 
Diftionary, however, cojuld not, one 
would think, hftve been written by run- 
ning up and downs but he really did 
not confider it as a great performance > 
and ufed to fay, " that he might have dope 
it eafily in two years, had not his health 
received feveral fhocks during the time.'* 

When Mr* Thrale, in confequencc of 
this declaration, teized him in the year 
1768 to give a new edition of it, becauf<r 
(faid he) there are four or five grofs 
faults : " Alas, Sir (replied Johnfon), 
fhere are four or five hundred faults, 
inftead of four or five ; but you do not 
confider that it would take me up three 
whole months labour, and when the time 
;was expired, the work wowld not ht 

■ E3 
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done." When the bookfellers fet^ him 
^bout it however fbnae years aftci-> hir- 
went cheerfully to the bufinefsj {^d hs^ 
was well paid^ and that they defer v^d to 
have it done carefully* His reply to th^ 
perfon who complimented -him on its 
coming out firft^ mentioning the ill fuc- 
cefs of the French in a fimilar attempt,, 
16 well known $ and, 1 truft, has been 
often recorded : *^ Why, what would you 
cxpeft, dear Sir (faid he), from fellows 
ihat eat frogs ?'* I have hawevcr often 
thought Dr, Johnfon more free than pru- 
dent in profeffing fo loudly his little Ikill 
in the Greek language: for though he 
confidered it as a proof of a narrow mind 
t<> be too careful of literary reputation, 
yet no man could be more enraged than 
hcj^ if an enemy, taking advantage <>f this 
confeflion, twitted him with his ignorance j 
and I remember when the king of Den- 
mark was in England, one of his noble- 
men was brought by Mr. Colman to fee 
..Dn Johnfon at our country-houfe j »nd 
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baving heirdj he faidj that he was not 
famous for Greek Ktcrature,* attacked 
hlbfi on the weak fide j politely adding^ 
chat he^chofe that converfation on pur- 
pofe to favour himfelf. Our Doftor, 
however, difplayed fo copious, fo com- 
pendious a knowledge of authors, books, 
and every branch of learning ip that lan- 
guage, that the gentleman appeared afto- 
' nilhed. When he was gone home (fays 
Jfohnfon), " Now for all this triumph, I 
may thank Thrale*s ]^enophon here; as, 
I think, excepting that cne, I have not 
looked in a Greek book thefe ten years ; 
but fee what hafte my dear friends were 
all in (continued he) to tell this poor 
annoceot foreigner thjat I knew nothing 
of Greek! Oh, no, he knows nothing of 
Greek!" with a loud burft of laughing. 

' When Davies printed the Fugitive 

Pieces without his knowledge or confent; 

How, faid I, would Pope have raved, 

, had he been ferved fo? " We fliould 

E4 
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never (rcplied.hc) have heard thclaft on'e, • 
tp be fure J but then Pppe was a narrow; 
man ; I will however (added he) ftorm 
and blufler tnyj^lf a little this timei''.^ — 
fowent to London in all the wrath he could 
mufter up. At his return I a|ked how the 
iffair ended : " Why (faid he), I was a. 
fierce fellow, and pretended to be very 
angry, ^nd Thomas was a good-natured 
fpJlQW;i and pretended to be very forry ; 
fo ther^ the matter ended J I believe the 
dog Ipves me dearly. Mr. Thrale (turn-r 
ing to my hufband), what ihall you and 
I do that is good for Tom Davies? 
We will do fomething; for him, %q be 
%e/' 

Of Pope a$ a writer he h^d the higheft 
opinion, and once when a lady at ou^" 
houfe talked of his preface to Shakefpeare 
as fuperior to Pope's : ^M ffar not, 
Madam (faid he), the little fellow ha^ 
done wonders," His fuperior reverence 
gf Drydcn nptwitl^ftanding ftill appcarc4 
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in his talk as in his writings ; and when 
fome one mentioned the ridicule thrown 
on him in the Rehearfal, as having hurt 
bi:i general char^ifter as an author ; ** Oa 
the contrary (fays Mr. Johnfon), the 
greatnefs of Dryden's reputation is now 
the only principle of vitality which 
keeps the duke of Buckingham's play 
from putref^ftion/* 

It was not very eafy however for people 
not quite intimate ^ith Dr. Johnfon, 
to get exactly his opinion of ^ writer'^ 
fiierit, as he would now and then divert 
Jiimfclf by confounding thofe who thought 
themfelvcs obliged to fay to-morrow 
what he had faid yefterday; and even 
Garrick^ who ought to h^ve been bettei: 
acquainted with his tricks, profeffcd 
himfelf mortified;^ that one tinie when he 
was extolling Dryden in a> rapture that 
J fuppofe difguft^d his friend, Mr. John- 
fon fuddenly challenged him to produce 
jwenty Jines in a fcries that would npt 
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difgracc the poet and his admirer. Gar^r 
rick produced a paffage that he had once 
heard the DoftoF commend, in which he 
new found, if I remember rightly, fixteen 
fault*; and made Garrick look fiUy at 
his own table. When I told Mr. John- 
fon the ftory, *^ Why, what a monkey 
ifas Diavid now (fays he), to tell of his 
own difgrace!" And in the courfe of 
that hour*s chat he told me, how he 
ufed to teize Garrick by commendations 
of the tomb fcene in Congreve's Mourn- 
ing Bride, protefting that Shakcfpeare 
had in the fame line of excellence no- 
thing as good : " All which is ftriftly 
true (faid he); but that is no reafoii 
for fuppofing Congreve is to Hand in 
competition with Shakefpeare: thefc 
fellows know not how to blame, nor 
how to commend.'* I forced him one 
day, in a fimilar humour, to prefer 
Young's defcription of Night to the 
fo much admired ones' of Dryden and 
Shakefpeare, as* more forcible, and more 
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general. Every reader is not either a 
lo^er or a tyrant, but every reader is in* 
tercftcd when he hears that 

, (Ir^atioil Of^ps I 'til a^ the^cu©iral.pu«e. 
Of life flood fliU, and nature made a paufa ; 
An awful paufe— prophetic of its end. 

" This (faid he) is trupj but remember 

that takihg the compofitions of. Young 

in general, they are but like bright ftep- 

piiig-ftones over a miry road : Yqung 

froths, and foams, and bubbles fomcr, 
times very vigoroufly ; but we muft 

not compare the noife made by your 

tea-kettle here with the roaring of the 

ocean/' 

Somebody was praiGng Corneille on« 
day in oppofitk>n toShakefpeare: "Cop- 
O^llo is to Shakefpeare (replied Mr. 
Johnfon) as a clipped hedge is to a 
foreft," When we talked of Steele'^ 
EflT^ya, ** They arc too thin (fayi 
our Critic) fi>r an EngHIhman^s * tafte 2 
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ipcrc fupcrficial obfcrvations on life? 
^nd manners^ without erudition enough 
to make them keep> like the light, 
French wines, which turn four with 
ftanding a while for want of hdy, as 
we call it/' 

Of a much. admired poem, when ex-. 
tolled as beautiful (he replied), " That 
it had indeed the beauty of a bubble : 
the colours are gay (faid he), but the 
' fubftancc flight.'* Of James Harris's ^ 
Dedication tQ his Hermes I have beard 
him obfcrve, that, though but fourteen 
lines long, there were fix grammatical 
faults in it. A friend was praifing the 
ftyle of Dr. Swift j Mr. Johnfon did not 
find himfelf in the humour to agree with 
him: the critic was driven from on<j 
of his performances tp the other. At 
length you mufi allow me, faid the gen- 
tleman, that there are Jirong.faEts in the 
account of the Four laft Years of Queen 
Aooc: *VYcs furply Sir (replies Johpr 
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• fon)> and fo there are in the Ordinary 
of Newgate's account.'* This was like 

. the ftory which Mr. Murphy tells> and 
Johnfon always acknowledged : How 
Dr. Rofc of Chifwick^ contending for 
the preference of Scotch writers over 
the £ngli(hj after having fet up his 
authors like nine-pins, while the Doftor 
kept bowling them down again ; at laft^ 
to make furc of viftory, he named Fergu- 
fon upon Civil Society > and praifed the 
book for being written in a new manner. 
'« I do not (fays Johnfon) perceive the 
value of this new manner; it is only 

. like Buckinger, who had no hands, and 

/o wrote with his fctt." Of a modem 
Martial when it came out : " There 
are in thefc vcrfes (fays Dr. Johnfon) 
too much folly for madnefs^ I think, 
and* too much madnefs for folly." If, 
however, Mr. Johnfon lamented, that 
the nearer he approached to his Own 
times, the more enemies he fliould 
.make, by telling biographical truths in 
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-hb Livifes bf the later Bo«tB, What mdy 
*I dot •ppwrehtnd,/who, if 1 rekte ante- 
dotea ctf Mn Johnf^nj am oMi^d to 
rejitat: expreiTiODa of. fefVtritys fend- fen- 
tcnce* of <:^n tempt) Let We at leaft 
foftert th«rW AlittlCi by faying, t6at he 
<did mtliite the pcrfofti* he treated with 
'.roughnds, or defpifc therli Vvhom he 
.drove from him by appar^M faSrn. He 
-reaily loved and rcfpefted itiany Whorti 
\hc w<yuld hoe faf&f to love hitti; And 
«whea he related to me a (hoft dialogue 
ithat paffcd between himfelf tfnd ^ writer 
\0f ihc firit eminence in the world, whc^n 
ihe wis irt Sc6tknd, i was fliocked to 
itfaink how he i^ufl: hav<^ difgufttd him. 
vDr* -* M ' a(ked tm (faid he) 'why 
.1 did dot join in thdr public wbrfliip 
,ifVh€t| among them ? for (faid he) I 
^vtent .to your churches <>ften wheii in 
:EftgUftd* " So (replied Johnfon) I 
Jttwt rtad that the Siameft £bnt ambaf- 
/adofB t4>JL^is Qjiatorze^ but L never 
^enM ihit Ihe king of France tbobght 
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^t ^orth his while to fend amba^Tadors 
•frotn his court to that of Siam*" Hfc 
was no g^ntkr withmyfelf, or thofc fer 
whom I had the greatfeft regard. Wheh 
-I one day lamented the lofs of k firfr 
tcoufin killed in America-*^** Prithee, 
say dear (faid he), hftVt done with cano- 
ing: how w^iaid<th€ world lie worEb 
for it^ I may aik> if all your relations 
were at; once fpitted like liarks». and 
roafted for Prefto's Tapper ?" Prefto 
was the dog that lay under the tabic 

while we talked. When we wcnc 

into \yales together, and ^nt fome 
time at Sir Robert Cptton'« W Lie- 
weny, one day at dinner I meant to 
pleafe Mr. Johnfon particularly with a 
'di& of very yoqng peas. Are not they 
charmmg^ faid J to him, while* be was 
eating them.— **. Perhaps (faid he) they 
would be fo— to a pg*" I only kiftancc 
thcfc replies, to. €xcuf« my mentioning 
thofc he made to others. 
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When a well-known author publifticd 
his poems in the year 1777 j Such a 
one's vcrfes>are come out; faid I : <^ Yes 
(replied Johnfon), and this froft has 
ftruck them in again. Here are fomc 
lines I have- written to ridicule them 5 
but remember that I lore the fellow 
dcarlyi now — for all I laugh at him* 

Wlrerefbe'er I turn my view, ' 
All is ftraiige, yet nothing new : * 
Endlefs labour all aloogi 
. Endlefs labour to be wrong 5 
Phrafe that Time has flung away i 
^ Uiicbuth words in difarray, 
Trick'd in antique tvtS and bonnet^ 
Ode, iand elegy, and fgnncti;" 

When he pifodied the verfes of ari^ 
'other eminent writef, it was done with 
.more provocation, 1 believe, and with 
Tome merry malice. A feridus tranfla- 

tion of the fame lines, which I think are 
■from Euripides, may Idc found in Bur- 
•tiey's Hiftory of Mufic,~Here are the 

burlefque ones;' 
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They .to t^c dcBiK ffj^tt^ %9^ ^^ car)ing plaf 
^ \'AiittouAC*4't)ie dinnae t* tkt M^M f9«a4> 

,- ' -Ami aiitd tfri&B tnth »<Ml<H«t- ft«-i»a«»«m» femirl- 
i. T^Tn \99 W.fOtl rww 'Tt "H"" fill 'll|iV| fSTrW 

The better uf^#«|t^|« or;|9|tf.qr ftfilb 
By quiv'ring ftrigg, oj- p]^duj[f ted y^li^ « 
Trumpf|.(y lyre-rtQ their hj^ffl^ bofpms chillt 
A(^nii|g9j^ l^e'^r had TQUgHt^ Of could i\9]^ find* 

Oh! fend t^ f9 tJie f]|)i^ <|iwAo9? ^^ 
Her baleful eyes where Sorrow rolls around ; 
" '^ WhaN gio^iiiui^iimo^ti^ii Itf itiiiflf JoTes M dveelly 

And purple ne£tar g{ad8 ^e feftive hour $ 
The gueil, without A want» withsut a wift. 
Can yield no^r«(M» }« Ml#f'^ ^i^^Wftl B?^^^ • 

Some of^^\9y.ls»gpp4afy ^ie§ put 
in verfe knf wOitei^n wrJMar^ |MiQ?«roked 
him to ^ean£^ure ^tm thus one day at 
Streathaih; but they ^rc ^rcady well- 
knowg, jl ^ra fiy?. 
' ^ ■■' F 
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The 'tender infant^ nieek and mild. 

Fell dowu upon the ftone ; 
tte nurfe took tip the fqiiealmg child. 

But iliii the child fqueal*d on. 

A famous ballad alfo, beginning i?/^ 
vierie^ SXo vtrdty when I commended 
the trahflation of it, he faid he could do 
it better himfelf— as thus : 

GlafTy water, glafly- water, 
Down whofe current clear and ftrong. 
Chiefs confused in mutual flaughter. 
Moor and Chriflian roll along. 

* But Sir, faid I, this is not ridiculous at 
all. " Why no (replied he), why Ihould 
I always write ridiculoufly?— perhaps 
befcaufe I made thefe verfes to imitate 
fuch a oncy naming him : 

Hermit hoar, in folemn cell. 
Wearing out Hfe's evening gray ; 
Strike thy bofom fage ! and tell. 
What' is blifs, and which the Tray \ 
* Thus 1 ipoke, and fpeaking figh'd, ' * 

Scarce reprefk'd the Parting tear. 
When the hoary Sage reply 'd. 
Come, my lad, and drink fomc been •' 
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, I could give another comical inftance 
of caricatura imitation. Recollefliing 
fome day, when praifing thcfc verfc$ of 

Lopez dc Vega, 

, - . ... 

Si a quien los Uones nfma 
► > ; fe^ce una muger birmo/k 

O el dtfiaco wverguenfe 
OtUadifermasfurUfa^^ » 

more than he thought they cicfcnnc4 
Mr. Johnfon inftantly^ obfcrvcrf^ 5f-tha5 
they were founded on a trivial conceit j 
and that conceit ill-ekplained, and ill- 

cxpreffed befide.^ ^^The lady, we all 

know, does not conquer in the fame 
tnanner as the lion does t Tis-a ttiere . 
play of words (added he), and-' ydU 
might as well f^y^ that, 

^ If thef man who turnips cries. 
Cry not when his father dies, 
. *Tis a proof that he had rather 
Have a turnip than his father* 

And this humour is of the fame fort 

with which he anfwered th^ fricn4 

F fl 
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Who rules o'er freemen *fii6tild hfmfe^f bcf^ fret. 
'♦ To be furc (iaid Dn Jpjiij^n), ^ 

Who drives fat pxen ^ovl^^ tjmff If be fat.'' 

This rcadincfs of finding ^ p^allel, or 
making one, w^^^ lJ\c,i«rp'lbxK perpe- 
tually in thip courle of convcrfation.— 
^JWien the Fffcnck >«rtci^ b? a certain 

pftttonnSitifc i^ttti cp3K>t?CuTOtrSj '- '^^'-^ 
ijiL/inoD 1. ' .'.: /: no !.*J. ::.. .'! '. :.;/ v /i 

^ijffi^i^ Caffandfi dt/cendui des cteux; " 'i^ 

« I am Caffandra^iifeiiie ifii^iafeom *ie-ft^^ - 
To tell each b^::ft wl?^ W^^t i^p^ie «ai^ deny. 
That I aijq P^^^-ji pcyijp^ jp wa frpEgi jthe fky r^*' 

The pretty. Jt*liaRT??fe t^q^fl the end 
of Baretti's book, called " Eafy Phrafea* 
logty/f: }^ gj^ -^^^ iikpr^v^^ in ^ ian^ 

Uttftiihfer^'- ^. ..'":.::. c;! ».,'.:..; 
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Fi^ml vi^m is fsdronm! 
Tutta Mia, i iaata iu$nai 
La fhdrwa e vn angioUlia 
Tutta iMC/(0 $:mi^ ielUi 
Tutta kdkk^^Wi^.imai 

Long may live my lovely Hetty ! 
^ ; ABlraf s yoiuig mA •l*r*yf prtoy^ 
Always pretty, always young. 
Live my lov^ Hettf ios^ { » 

Always ybung asid -idwayi pretty ; 
Lonf tiiaf Hre xdy lohrify Hetty 1 

The famous diftich too, of an Italian 
l^pri^ijami, .^ho, vWich the duke of 
Mddena ran aWay from the cornet Ih tht 
j^*af 1^2 6fr 1743, 

Si al ^imir niiftr^ i frimcifi /em* vaan^ . 
i)ib vewga egni di — — durate un anno ; 

^* which (ftid he} w6uld do juft ii WtM 
ya oui* lan^ua^ ifiu.4 : 

If at your coining princes 4ifappear, 
Coniets ! com6 cv^' day— anii ftay a yiar.'* 
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70 AHftCDOTU xOF TrtE LAtB 

When fome one in conapany commended 
the vprfes of M. de Benfetade ^/on Lif ; 

Thiatn des ris it da pkurSf 
Lit ! ou j^ tUtis, et ohje^meurs, 
Tu nous fats 'wir c^nffifint ^oi/lns, 
Sont nosplaifirs, it nos chagrins. 

To which he replied without hefitating> 

** In bed we laugh, in b^d we cry. 
And born in bed, in bed we die ; 
The near approach a bed may ihew, .. 
Of human blifs to human woe*'* 

♦ » ^ 

The infcription . on the collar of Sir 
Jofeph Banks's goat which had been on 
two of his adventurous expeditions with 
him> and was then^ by the humanity of 
her amiable mafter^ turned out to graze 
in Kent, as a recompence for her utility 
and faithful JTervice, was giVen me by 
Johnfon in the ye^ 1777 I think, an4 
I have never yet fcen it printed. 

Pirfitu^amiitd lit tirrd^ pnmia laQit, 
Hac babei altrici Cafra/tcunda ^ivif* 
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The epigram Vrittcn at Lord Anfon's 
houfe many years ago, " where (fays 
Mr. Johnfon) I was well received and 
kindly treated, and with the true grati- 
tude of a; wit ridiculed the mailer of 
the houfe before I had left it an hour,'' 
has been falfely printed in many papers 
lince his death. I wrote it down from 
his own lips one evening in Auguft 
1772, not neglcfting the little preface, 
accufing himfelf of making fo grace- 
lefs a return for the civilities (hewn 
him. He had, among other elegancfes 
about the park and gardens, been made 
to obferve a temple to the winds, 
when this thought naturally prcfentcd, 
itftlf to a wit. 

Gratum animum laudo ; Siui dehuit omnia ventis^ 
^am bene vent or urn, furgere temflajubet / 

A , tranflation of . Dryden's epigram- 
too, I ufed to fancy I had to my- 
fclf. 

F4 ' 
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in Airie6ef ill $f We hhftk 

SmhlBm i^tmum €^rMusfR0nakm iaMm .. - 
t airmen grande fincmty Akglm uthim^ue (ultl. 
T^ii ^us matura capi^ ; clarare piriores 

from -the feit^ii* li^s ittioten \ifid^f 

Ttefirft Ai Jdfttafcfs Itf tfcfeujfti ivt^i^ 
TJae nest i& tfui|«ft7 j in hot* Ae laft. 
The force of Nature could bo iurthcr go,' 
' *to mage a tiirS feg jdiSl'df tSft fel-idet two; 

r ^lit ettltiing iix the torat^rio ft^Ubn of 
the y*ar ly^i^ Mr. Jdb«»foii wfelw: winb 
mc to Covent- Garden theftgei and 
though he was for the moft part an ex- 
cdecfitigiy baa fjla^hduft c6f!il»iHeft, as 
liis perfbn drew pe6jplfe*s eyes up6H the 
box, and the loudnefs of his voice made 
ii diffifctik for ttie tft hiar ihy bdfly but 
hiftifclfi he fat ftrprifirtg^ljr qtliet, ^ind 
I flattered myfelf that he was liftcnlflfg' 
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tA th« mufi€. Yfhth Ire Wirt gM hutnk 
ko#evto' ht ffcpifated tHeft VtrCts, whitlk 
he faid he had made at the oratorio,- Wkt 

he bid me tranflate them, 

Tertii 'verjo quattr or he lufiri 
^id $ka(r^e§ tibi Grifpt pmf^ / 
$uiu^d9e9iMmk»t$iiabliiirmh$ 

Teue mulceri fidihus canorif ? 
Tent cawtWummMiiJhfftre? 
Tine per fi&us 4eMh Agemie 

Currtrg/knmuf 

Inter e^uales fine f elk Uher^ 
Codices ^eti fiuihfks inUr 
Ke&iWt wt;tf, /ta pd/qte ceerfeet 

Oamdutgfeum^ 

Lufihus gAudet fmr ^iqfis 
huxus oble&nt juvenem theatric 

Ttenfkrateflm^ 
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74 A?<ECDOt« OF THE LATE 

I gzft him the following lines in imica« 
tion, which he liked well enough^ I 
jhink : . 

When tibreefcore years have cbilPd thefe* quite,* 

Still can theatric fcenes delight ? 

Ill fuit$ this plac^ with, learned wight. 

May Bates or Coulfon cry. 

The fcholar^s pride can Brent disarm ? 
Hi& heart can foft Guac^agni warm ? 
Or fcenes with fweet delufion charm 

. The dimafteric eye ? 

The fecial club, the lonely tower. 
Far better fuit thy snidnigkt hour ; 
Let each according to his power 

In worth or wifdom fhine I 

And while play pleafes idle boys. 
And wantofj mirth fond youth employs. 
To fix the foul, and , free from toys. 

That ufeful taik be thine. 



The copy of verfes in Latin hexame- 
ters, as well as I. remember, which he 
wrote to Dr. Lawrence, I forgot to keep 
a copy of J and he obliged jne to refign 
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' DH; SAMlTEt JOITNSON.-. 75 

Bis tranfliacion of the fong beginnings 
Bufy, curiouSy ibirfy fy^ iox hini to give 
Mr. Langton, with a promife not-xo rc«* 
tain a ccjfpy. ' I (f(Aicluded hekney why, 
fo never enquired the reafon. He had 
the gi'eateil polfible value for Mr.Lang^ 
ton, of whofe. virtue and learning he 
delighted to talk in very pxalted terms ; 
and poor Dr. Lawrence had long been 
his friend and confident. The conver- 
fation I faw them hold together in Eflex- 
ftreet one day in the year 1781 or 1782, 
was a melancholy one, arid made a fin- 
gular impreflion o/i my mind* He was 
himfelf exceedingly ill, and I accom-. 
panied him thither for advice. The 
phyfician was however, in fome refpedts, 
more to be pitied than the patient: 
Johnfon was panting under an afthma 
and dropfy; but Lawrence had been 
brought home that very morning ftruck 
with the.palfy, from which he had, two 
hours before we canxc, ftrove to awaken 
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himfdfbfbliflets: th^f wcrfc both do^ 
mad fcafce able Cto ^ftA befidess, oiit 
from difficulty of brdafchipg, the othet 
from pairalytic debiliiy^ . Ta givf and 
tecfciTc mcdiflal ceitoftl thereforei thej^ 
fairly bit davb te c»ch fide, a table tii 
the poftof 'a ^oonncf apartment) adorned 
idth <kelet»tts> praferted monfters^ £ec. 
and agreed ta liffiie Latim billets to e^h 
other: foch a.fcehe did I n^ver fee! 
«^ Tou (faid Johdbn) are iimiJe and 
gtS/H','^ fiibdidg. tfant his friend had pre<- 
icribed paili^ire hoc draftk iemedies^ 
It is not mt^ replies poor Lawrence ist 
a» interrepted voice | 'tis nature that is 
griiJe and fimUt. In fa^t he livccl bat 
few mOntha afteie I belieycj, and rititwnd 
his fwisltiea. ftill a ibo^ter time^ He 
was t mm of to\& f^etf and profouJHt 
learnings but litck QLilled in the know<« 
b!dge of Ufo or mamiersj and dfed with* 
out haviiig 4vtr eojoftd the reputatiQii^ 
be ib juIUf deftnrefU 
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Mr. Jokn&n's heiJ<;h fasi4 bttm ahr^ 
extremely iiad fisee I firft kiie# him, 
tui<i his (Hnq--ahxieus cara ta t^mr wifchi-' 
but bleoufli the pciftd fnitty of bin 
mind, contribtattd ih«(Hi to d^ftujr^ if*- 
ife |iad fbidicd medidnt diij^ntly in 
all its branches'} but bid giiiiei) p^ru-r 
ofdar attenciott Mt the- dii^al^ (^ ibff. 
hntgihattoii, «diifikii9;ifa(«bf>d 19 )»ffh 
(Uf^di » iidicttude /d«ftrtf&v» of Mf 
oirh. pcaict^ and iitt9H»»Mfi '(q tbof^ ^e 
ttuAed: XIr, JLa«Mni»«e i6ld. bkn fmr 
dagr, that if }]|C!M»tfId«(]!^-4f»{^ei( ^itn 

HMr Hm mmpiMifii fra< ^mv^Mkm mm 
t9m^i»^tt. *TPlr«ii tb«r«f<i«?iyw biJ 
trt^ il fiippQfb, iMiii tiJBbflieA }fMF»; 
cttterimd to ^iftMT tb« fiitifiAcf} Df ^^ 
WMMM. Vn»« Mb^ JoivwfQfi lek iHI 

h)ft GCflfiini MMuemow untf t« v^ #<|^ 

iitJ)ii|ri$9ttfii|«|jio m^mft^tt^ I 
cfviviwl «hK Ilk bad i>aft 'iteJqft «»i 
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divert himfelfi he ihcwed me a calcuU- 
tion which 11 could fcarce be rtiade to> 
underftahd, fo vaft was the plart of 'it, . 
and fo very intricatCL were the -figures': iio 
other indeed- than that the nationar debt,: 
ckKiiputing it at one honflrcd and eighty 
millioiis fterling,' wouldi if convened 
jhto filvefi ferve to make a meridianr. 
of that ^metal, I for git ■ how. broad, fort 
the glbbe ^of the wJiole ^rth^ the reil^ 
glabe.^ OA' a fimilar cAJoalbn I alked him • 
0cnbv#ing what ftibje^he-^^oiild like Beftt 
to ^taPk \Jibn)^ How-' hi^' opinion Iftgod^ 
tbw^ds thfe ' queftion^ between • Pafcbal * 
atid Sbame' Jennings iabbut nutnbei^ and- 
numeration ? as the French -philofopiier.^ 
ol>fer^*-tha<iflfiftit7x though on all fides; 
aftohiftiingj^ajSpear^ tnoft/ fo whemtbc^ 
idea fe<bnn€<9:^dv.with the idea of .num^? 
ber jforthc notions -of infinite nunibeW- 
ai>d iiifttiite .number we- know; thcre^ is,: 
ffretcfies - one '4 edacity* ftill ipore 'cban^ 
the-iaea of inftnitei ijjadei ?« 'Suph .«: 
notion indctsd (aflds iic)3H:an fcarc^ly^ 
4 
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find room in the human mind."' Our 
Englifli author on the other hand ex<^ 
clahnsj let no man give himielf leave to 
talk/about infinite nnmber, . for infinitt; 
number is a contradidiion in terms ,: whaC4 
ever is once numbered^ we all fee caiihot 
be.infinitie. . " I think 1(faid Mr. John- 
fon a,fter .a paufc) we muft fetjtlei ;(h? 
ipatter thus : numef atidn is certainl]F in-r 
finite, for eternity might be employed 
in adding unit to unit ; but every num- 
, bcr is in itfelf finite, as the polfibility of 
doubling it eafily proves: beCdcSi ftop 
at whit point you will,' you fiiki you9lelf 
as far from infinritude as ever/' - THeft 
paflftges I wrote down as fbon as I had 
heard them, and repent that I did i^ot 
take the (kme method with a difiertation 
he made one others day that he was 
very ill, concerning * tHe peculiar pro^ 
pcrties of tKe number Sixtefcn, which I 
afterwards tried, 'but in vain,, to 'mak/e 
him repeat. 
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. As ethics orfiguitfs> br motaphy Ileal 
rcafoiiing, uras the fort of calk he 1190ft 
delighted inky fd no l^iml pf eonvorfadoQ 
pieafed kim lefs I ihink, than when tfa« 
foiijeA was hiftoiical U& or general 
{UilttY« ^f What (hall we kaim from rJ^^l 
ftuff (fald he) i let ua not fancy likt 
Swift that we at6 exalting a woman'^s 
charifter by tcHing how flio 

'' ' Coul(f name the ancient heroes round, 
• Explain for what they were rcnown'd, Itc.** 

»;^ap|^ ?hsf be ro«*«t to rcffirv? fwu^ 
«l$k (br »«»> c<M[ipw?y ;?S * propf of pre.. 
»osfi*8ee, « He wvfjr (^§ he c^tpftffni 
io)! djfirtd » he»r of the ?«i!/V «mf 
Mjiik >^ Uvod : fueH «:9Pyf;rf»ti99 wm 
|«ft ttae (he fitid), »nd c^rcird om^^Jir 
4pQ(p teimaiop Mfr, iQi^ripg rp idsa^j^?^ 
h'md whicb could kxsalhyig wigkf ^ 
agwtfniAg qr dire&ion." , 

How I Ihotild aft is not the cafe, 
But how would Brutus in my place i 
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*« And now (cries Mr. Johnfon, laugh- 
ing with ohftreperous violence), if thefc 
two fooliih lines can be equalled in 
folly, except by the two fucceeding 
ones— fhew them me." 

I alked him once concerning the con- 
verfation powers' of a gentleman with 
whom I was myfelf unacquainted—" He 
talked to me at club one day (replies our 
Doftor) : concerning Catiline's confpi« 
racy — fo I withdrew my attention, and 
thought about Tom Thumb," 

Modern politics fared no better. I 
was one time extolling th^ charafter of a 
ftatefman, and expatiating on the Ikill 
required to diredt the different cur- 
rents, reconcile the jarring interefts, 
&c. "Thus (replies he) a mill is a 
complicated piece of mechanifm enough, 
but the water is no part of the work- 

manfhip." On another dccafion, wheii 

fome one lamented the weaknefs of a 
G 
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thtn prdfent minifter^ and compUitiedi 
that he^vras duU and i^rdy9 ^nd knew 
little of afFairs^-^** Yo<o may as weii 
tompkitv,- Sir (fays Johnfon), that the 
accounts of time are kept by the dock i 
for he certainly does ftand ft ill upon the 
ftair«-heaid**^^nd we all know that he is 
AO great chronplogeT.**'*-*-^'— In the year 
'777> dr thencaboots, when all the talk 
was of an inTaiion> hefaid moft pathe^ 
iftcally one aftci^nootii ^^ Alas \ alas! 
how j:hts iinmeaning' ftuff fpoils all my 
.comfort ih.nry friends converfation ! 
Will the people never have done with 
it; .and dfhall i never hear a fentence 
again without the French in it ? Here is 
no invalioa comings and ypu krw^ there 
is npne. Let the vexatiooi; ^nd frivolous 
talk alorie^ or fufFer it -at leaft to teach 
you R»^ tFuthj and learft by this per* 
petual echO' of even unapprehended dii^ 
treis,- how hiftoriaas magmfy events ex- 
pedtedy or calamities enduredj when 
yo9 know they are at ihi» ve^jr tao^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



. bk. samveL )ohksok» 8 J 

ftVeht colledting all the big words they 
can find, in which to ddfcribc «i cgnfter- 
ftation never felt, for a misfortune which 
never ■ happened. Among all your Ja- 
mentaftiens, who eats the lefs ? Who flecps 
the worfe, for one general's ill fucccfs, 
or ftnocher's -cajpitulation ? Ob^ fray let 

tis hear IH) more of it !'* No man 

however Wjis more EcalouQy attached 
to .hi$ party ) he not only loved a tory 
hiojf^f, but he loved a man the better 
if he h^ard he hated a whig. ** Dear 
Bachwfl (faid he to me one day) was a 
^ipajCi to my very heart's content: he 
hftt^d a (ool> and he hated a rogue, and he 
hated a mhig'j he was a v^ry good hater. ^* 

Some <M^ picntipned a gentleman of 
thltt;p^€y /or having behaved oddjy on 
s^ncpccafioii where faftion was not con- 
^c^ocj^^rr-*^ Is he not a citizen of Loa- 
doa, ^ native of North Anaerica, and a 
whig? (fays Johnfon) — Let him b? 
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84 ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 

abfurd, I beg of you : when a monkcf 
is too like a man, it fhocks one/' 

Severity towards the poor was, in Dr# 
Johnfon*s opinion (as is vifible in his 
Life of Addifon particularly), an un- 
doubted and conftant attendant or con-i' 
fequence upon whiggifmj and he was 
not contented with giving them relief, 
he wiftied to added alfo indulgence. He 
loved the poor as I never yet faw any 
one elfc do, with an earneft defire td 
make them happy. — What fignifies, fays 
fome one, giving halfpence to common 
beggars ? they only lay it out in gin or 
tobacco. " And why fhould they be de- 
nied fuch fweeteners of their exiftence 
(fays Johnfon) ? it is furely very favage ' 
to refufe them every poffible avenue to 
pleafure, reckoned too coarfe for our 
own acceptance. Life is a prll which 
none of us can bear to fwallow without 
gHdihg; yet for the poor we delight in 
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ftfippitig it ftill barer^ and are not 
aihamed to Ihew even vifible difplca- 
fure, if ever the bitter tafte is taken 
from their mouths/' In confequence of 
thefe principles he nurfed whole nefts 
of people in his houfe, where the lame, 
the bliod, the (ick, and the forrowful 
ibund a fure retreat from all the evils 
whence his little income could fecurc 
them: and commonly fpcnding the 
middle of the week at our houfe, he 
kept his numerous family in Fleet- 
ftreet upon a fctded allowance i but re- 
turned to them every Saturday, to givq 
them three good dinners, and his com-r 
pany, before he came back to us on the 

Monday night treating them with 

the fame, or perhaps more ceremonious 
civility, than he would have done by as 
many people of falhion— — making the 
holy fcriptures thus the rule of his con-, 
4uft, and only cxpcdling falvation as he 
was able tp obey its precepts. 
G 3 
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While Dr, JohnfoA poflcflfed how- 
ever the ftrongeft compaflion for t>o-» 
verty or illncfs, he did not even pretend 
to feel for thofe who lamented the loft 
of a chrld, a parent, or a friet>d> 
" Thefe are the diftreflles of fentiftien^ 
(he would reply) which a man who h 
really to be pitied has ncJ kifure to fed. 
The fight of people who lyaint food and 
raiment is fo common in great -cities, 
that ^ furly fellow likfe me, has no 
compafBon to fpare for founds givtn 
only to vanity or foftnefs. •' Nd man^^ 
therefore, who fmarted from the ingra- 
titude of his friends, found any fym-? 
pathy from pur philpfophen '^ Let him 
do good on higher fxiotivcs next time,'* 
would be the anfwer ; *^ he will then b« 

fure of his reward.** It is eafy to ob- 

ferve, that the juftice of fuch feiitence$ 
made them ofFenfive; but we muft be 
careful how we condemn a man for 
faying what Y^e know tcl b€ tfue, onljr 
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feecaufe it is {0. I hope that the reafoi> 
our hearts rebelled a little agaixift his fe«« 
verity^ was chiefly becaufe it came from 
a liring mouth. — Books were invented to 
take off the odium of immediate fupc-» 
riority, and foften the rigour of duties 
prefcribed by the teachers and eenfors 
of human kind— fetting at leaft thofe 
who arc acknowledged wifer than our- 
felves at a diftance. When we fecoUeft 
however, that for this very reafon tJ^cv 
are feldom confulted and little obeyed, 
how much caufe fhall his contempo- 
raries have to rejoice that their living 
Johnfon forced them to feel the reproofs 
due to vice and folly— while Seneca and 
Tilloffon weuc no longer able to make 
impreffion-^except on our (helves. Few 
things indeed which pafs well enough 
with others would do with him ; he had 
been a great reader of Mandeville, and 
was ever on the watch to fpy out thofe 
ftains of original corruption, fo eafily 
difcovcred by a. ^^netrating o^fcrvcr 
G4 



Digitized 



by Google 



S8 ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 

even in the pureft minds. I mentioned 
an event, which if it had happened 
would greatly have injured Mr. Thrale 
and his family— -and then, dear Sir, 
laid I, how forry yoti would have been 1 
f f I hope (replied he after a long paufe) 
^— J Ihould have been very forry;— — 
but remember Rochefoucault's maxim/' 
r 1 would rather (anfwcrcd I) remem- 
ber Prior's yerfes, and a(k. 

What need of books thefe truths to tell. 
Which folks perceive that cannot fpell ? 
And muft we fpedaelcs apply, 
To fee what hurts our naked eye ? 

Will any body's mind bear this eternal 
microfcope that you place upon your 
own fo? ^* I never (replied he) faw 
one that would y except that of my dear 
Mifs Reynolds — and her's is very near to 

purity itfelf." Of (lighter evils^ and 

friends lefs diftant than our own houfe- 
hold, he fpoke lefs cautioufly. An ac-^ 
quaintance loft the almoft certain hope 
of a good eftate that had been long 
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cxpefted. Such a one will grieve 
(faid I) at her friend's difappointmenc. 
^* She will fufFcr as much perhaps (faid 
he) as your horfe did when your cow 

mifcarried/* 1 profcflcd myfclf fin- 

cercly grieved when accumulateddiftrcflcs 
crufhed Sir George Colebrook's family ; 
and I was fo. ** Your own profperity (faid 
he) may poffibly have fo far increafed 
the natural tendernefs of your heart, 
that for aught I know you may be a 
little Jorry j but it is fufficient for a 
plain man if he does not laugh when 
he fees a fine new houfe tumble down 
all on a fudden, and a fnug cottage 
ftand by ready to receive the owner, 
whofe birth entitled him to nothing 
better, and whofe limbs are left him to 
go to work again with/* 

I ufed to tell him in jeft, that his 
morality was eafily cohtertted j and when 
I have faid fomething as if the wicked- 
Hefs of the world gave me concern, he 
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would cry out aloud agairill canting, 
and proteft tfxat he thought there was 
very little grofs wickcdncfs in the world; 
and ftill lefs of extraordinary virtue. 
Nothing indeed more furely difguftcd 
Dr. Johrtfon dian hyperbole y he loved 
not to be told of Tallies of excellence, 
which he faid were feldom valuable, 
ahd feldom true. *• Heroic virtues (faid 
' he) are the ions mots of life j they do not 
appear often, and when they do appear 
are too much prized I. think ; like the 
aloe-tree, which ihoots and flowers once 
in a hundred years. But life is made up 
of little things ; and that charadtcr 
is the bcft which does little but re- 
peated afts of beneficence J as that con* 
verfation is the bed which confifts in 
elegant and pleafing thoughts exprefied 
in natural and pleafing terms. With 
regard to my own notions of moral vir- 
tue (continued he), I hope I have not 
lofl: my fenfibility of wrong; but I hope 
Jikcwife that I have lived long enough 
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in the worW, ta prevent m^i from ex* 
pcdbing to find any a^ion of which 
both the original motive 9Xid $|U thf 
parts were good/* 

The piety of Dn Johnfian was exem- 
plary and edifying : he was pun6tiliou(ly 
exaa to perform every public duty en-^ 
joined by the churchy and his fpirit of 
devotion had sin energy that affeiSfced all 
who ever faw him pray in private. The 
coldeft and moft languid hearers of the 
word muft have felt themfelvc3 animated 
by his manner of reading the holy fcrip-f 
tares ; and to pray by bis fick bed, re- 
quired ftrength of body as well as of 
mind, fo vehement were his manners^ 
and his tones of voice fo pathetic. I 
have many time? made it my requeft tq 
heaven that I might be fpared the fight 
of his death; arid I was fpared it ! 

Mr. Johnfon, though in general a 
grofs feeder, kept faft in Lent, particu? 
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larly the holy week, with a rigour very 
dangerous to his general healths but 
though he had left ofF wine (for religious 
motives as I always believed, though he 
did not own it), yet he did not hold the 
commutation of offences by voluntary 
penance, or encourage others to prafbilc 
feverity upon themfelves. He even once 
faid, " that he thought it an error to 
endeavour at pleafing God by taking the 
rod of reproof out of his hands." And 
when we talked of convents, and the 
hardfhips fuffered in them — ^* Remember 
always (faid he) that a convent is an 
idle place, and where there is nothing' 
to be done fomething muft be endured: 
muftard has a bad tafte perfe you may 
obferve, but very infipid food cannot 
be eaten without it." 

His refpefb however for places of re-^ 
ligious retirement was carried to the 
greatcft degree of earthly veneration: 
the Bcncdiftinc convent at Paris paid 
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hitn all pollible honours in return^ and 
the Prior and he parted with tears of 
tendernefs. Two o£ that college being 
fent to England on the miflion Ibme 
years after, fpent much of their time 
with him at Bolt Court I know, and he 
was ever earneft to retain their friend- 
fliip; but though beloved by all his 
Roman Catholic acquaintance, parti* 
cularly Dr. Nugent, for whofe efteem he 
had a Angular value, yet was Mr. John- 
fon a mod unfhaken church of England 
man ; and I think, or at lead: I once did 
think, that a letter written by him to 
Mr. Barnard the King's librarian, when 
he was in Italy colleding books, con« 
tained fome very particular advice to his 
friend to be on his guard againft the 
£edu£bions of the church of Rome. 

The fettled averfion Dr. Johnlbn felt 
towards an infidel he exprefled to all 
ranks, and at all times, without the 
finalleft referve^ for though on common 
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occafions he paid great deference to bif tit 
or title, yet his regard far truth and 
irirttie never gare way to mtaner confi- 
iflerations. We talked of a dead Wit on€ 
evening, and fonMbody praifed hkn-^ 
^ Let us iie^er praoffe talents fo ill em^ 
I^yed, Sir ; we foul our moutksby com* 
mending fuch infidels (faid he)/' AUow 
him the hm&res at leaft, intreated one of 
thie conapany-'-^* I do allow hioa, Sir (re- 
pftkd Johnfon)^ juft enough to light bim 
to htW-^-^JOi a Jamaica gentleman, 
iten iatcly dead—" He will not, whither 
be is now gone (faid Johnfon), find much 
diffiorence, I believe, either in sht cti- 
mats x)r the company.".— —The Abbe 
Reydial probably remembers that, being 
at the houfe cf a common &iend in 
London, the miifter of it approached 
Johnfon with that gentleman fo much 
celebrated in hts hand, and this fpcech 
in his mouth : Will you permit me, Sir, 
to pr^fcnt to you the Abbe Reynal? 
f^.iVb, i%>/' (replied the Doftor very 
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loud) and fuddcnly turned ^way frona 
them both. 

Though Mr. Johnfon had but little 
reverence either for talents or fortune^ 
when he found them unfupported by vir- 
tue J yet it was fufHcient to tell him a 
man was very pious, or very charitable, 
and he would at leafl: begin with him on 
good terms, however the converfation 
might end. He would, fometimes too, 
good-naturedly enter into a long chat 
for the inftruftion or entertainment of 
people he defpifed. I perfe^ly recoi- 
led his condelccnding to delight my 
daughter's dancing-mafter with a long 
argument about bis art j which the man 
protefted, at the clofe of the difcourfe, 
the Doftor knew more of than himfelf > 
who remained aftonilhed, enlightened, 
and amufed by the talk of a perfon little 
likely to. make a good difquifition upon 
dancing. I have fometimes indeed been 
rather plcafed than vexed when Mr. 
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Johnfon has given a rough anfwer to a 
man who perhaps deferved one only half 
as rough, becaufe I knew he would re- 
pent of his hafty reproof, and rnake us 
all amends by fomc converfation at once 
inftruftive and entertaining, as in. the 
following cafes:. A young fellow alked 
him abruptly one day. Pray, Sir, what 
and where is Palmira? I heard fome- 
body talk laft night of the ruins of Pal- 
mira. ".*Tis a hill in Ireland (replies 
Johnfon), with palms growing on the 
top, and a bog at the bottom, and fo 
they call it Palm-miraJ* Seeing however 
that the lad thought him ferious, and 
thanked * him for the information, he 
undeceived him very gently indeed j 
told him the hiftory, geography, and 
chronology of Tadmor in the wildernefs, 
with every incident that literature could 
furntfh I think, or eloquence exprefs,. 
from the building of Solomon's palace 
to the voyage of Dawkins and Wood, 
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On another occafion, when he Wa» 
knufiOg over the fire in our drawing- 
room at Streacham, a young gentleman 
called to him fuddenly, and I fuppofe 
be thought difrefpcftfully, in tbcfc 
words '* Mr. johnfon. Would you advifc 
me to marry ? *' I would advife no man 
to marry, Sir (returns for anfwcr in a 
very angry torie Dr. Jfohnfon), Who i| 
not likely to propagate ^nderftanding /* 
and fo left the room. Our companion 
looked confounded, and I believe had 
fcarce recovered the Confcioufnefs of his 
own exiftence, when Jdhrtfan came back, 
and drawing his chair among uj, with 
altered looks and aibftened voice, joined 
in the general chat, infenfibly led the 
converfation to the fubjcA of marriage, 
wbcriD he laid himfelf out in a dilTerta^ 
lion fo ufeful, fo elegant, fo founded oA 
tbr true knowledge of human life, and 
lb adorned with beauty of fentimcnt, 
that no one ever i«cblledked the of¥ence; 
cccept to rgoice in iM umfecpMncet. 
H 
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He repented juft as certainly however^ if 
he had been led to praifc any perfon of 
thing by accident more than he thought 
it deferved ; and was on fuch occafions 
comically earneft to deftroy the praife or 
pleafure he had unintentionally given. 

Sir Jofhua Reynolds mentioned fbme 
pifturc as excellent. " It has often 
grieved me. Sir (faid Mr. Johnfon), to 
fee fo much mind as the fcience of paint-* 
ing requires, laid out upon fuch pe-» 
rifhable materials: why do not you 
oftener make ufe of copper ? I could 
wifti your fuperiority in the art you 
profefs, to be preferved in ftufF more 
durable than canvas." Sir Jolhua urged 
the difficulty of procuring a plate large 
enough for hiftorical fubjefts, and was 
. going to raife further objedions : 
^^ What foppifli obftacles are thcfcl 
(exclaims on a fudden Dr. Johnfon :) 
Here is Thrale has a thoufand tun- of 
coppers you may paint it all round if 
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you Will, I fuppofe i it will ferve him to 
brew in afterwards : Will it not. Sir ?** 
(to my hufband who fat by.) Indeed Dr. 
Johnfon's iitter fcorn of painting was 
fuch, that I have heard him fay, that 
Ke Ihould fit very quietly in aroomhrung 
round with the works of the greateft 
mafters, and never feel thcflighteft dif- 
pofition to turn them if their backs were 
outermoft, unlefs it might be for the 
fake of telling Sir Joftiua that he bad 
turned them. Such fpeeches may ap- 
pear* offenfive to many, but thofe who 
knew he was too blind to difcern the 
pcrfeftions of an art which applies itfclf 
immediately to our eye-fight, muft ac- 
knowledge he was not in the wrong. 

He delighted no more in mufic than 
painting; he was almoft as deaf as he 
was blind : travelling with Dr. Johnfon 
was for thefc reafons tirefome enough, 
Mr, Thrale loved profpefbs, and was 
mortified that his friend could not enjoy 
Ha 
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ih€ fight of thofe different difpofiiions of 
wQod and water, hill and valky, that 
traveUii>g through England and France 
affords a man^ But when he wifhed to 
point them out to his companion : 
«« Never heed fuch aonfcnfe,*' would b<S 
the reply t " a blade of grafs; is always a 
blade of grafs, whether in one country 
or another: let m if i«e do talk, talk 
about fomething J men and women are my 
fubjefts of enquiry; let us fee how thefe 
differ from, thofe we hav« left behind.*^ 

When we were at Rouen together, he 
took a great fancy to the Abbe RofFette, 
with whom he converfed about the dc- 
ftruftion of the order of Jefuits, and 
condemned it loudly, as a blow to the 
general ^power of the. chmrch, and likely 
to be followed with many and dangerous 
i^nnovations, which might at length be-> 
come fatal to religion itfelf, and fiiake 
even the foundation of Chriftianity. The 
gentlemaa feemed t^ wond^ and de* 
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light in his converfation : the talk was 
dl in Latin^ which both fpokc fluently,, 
and Mn Johnibn pronounced a long; 
eulogium upon Milton with fo rnucl^ 
ardouFj eloquence^ and ingenjiity^ that 
the Abbe rofe from his feat and em- 
braced him. My huiband feeing theoi 
apparently fo charmed with the com- 
pany of each other^ politely invited the 
Abbe to England^ intending to oblige 
his friend i who» inftead of thanking, re- 
primanded him feverely before the man, 
for fuch a fudden burft of temdernels 
cowards a perfon he could know nothing 
at all of; and thus put a fadden finifh to 
all his own and Mr« Thrale's entertain^ 
ment from the company of the Abb6 
RofTette. 

When at Verfailles the people fhewed 
us the theatre. As we ftood on the flage 
looking at fome machinery for playhoufe 
purpofes : Now we are here, what Ihall 
we aft, Mr. Johnfon, — The Englifliman 
at Paris ? *' No, no (replied he), we will 
H3 
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try ta a£t Harry the Fifth." His diflike, 
of the French was well known to both 
nations, I believe $ but he applauded the 
ntimber of their books and the graces of 
their ftyle* " They have few fentiments 
(faid he), but they exprefs thenn neatly v 
they have little meat too, but they dref& 
k well/* Johnfon's own notions about 
eating however were nothing lefs thswi 
delicate; a leg of pork boiled till it 
dropped from the bone, a veal-pyc with 
plums and fugar, or the outfide cut of a 
fait buttock:of beef, were his favourite 
dainties :.;with regard to .drink, his liking 
was for the ftrongeft, as it was not the 
flavour, but the effeft .he fought for, 
gnd profeflcd to defire ; and when 1 firft 
* knew him, he ufed to pour capillairc 
into his Port wine. For thje laft twelve 
years however, he left off all fermented 
liquors. To make himfelf fome amends 
indeed, he took his chocolate liberally, 
jpouring in large quantities of cream, or 
even melted butter j and was fo fond of 
^Truit, that though he ufually eat feven 
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or eight large peaches of a hiorning be* 
fore breakfaft began^ and treated them 
with proportionate attention after dinner 
again,, yet I have heard him protefll 
that he never had quite as much as he 
wifhed of wall-fruit, except once in his 
life^ and that was when we were all to- 
gether at Omberfley, the feat of my Lord 
Sandys. I was faying to a friend one 
day, that I did not like goofe; one fmells. 
it fo while it is roafting, faid I : " But 
you. Madam (replies the Doftor), have 
been at all times a fortunate woman, 
having always had your hunger fo fore- 
ftalled by indulgence, that you nicver 
e^cperienced the delight of fmelling your 
dinner beforehand." Which pleafure, 
anfwcred I pertly, is to be enjoyed in* 
perfeftion by fuch as have the happinefs 
to pafs through Porridgc-Ifland * of a 

♦ Porridge-Iflaiid ' is a mean ftreet In London, 
filled vrith cook-iKops foF the convenience of the 
PjDorer inhabitants ; the rpal name of it I know 
not, but fufpcdt that it is generally known hj, 
to hiiYe been originally a term of deriiion. - 

H4 
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motning. -^^ Game, come (fkyt Int. 
guvelj?), let's have, no fnccring at what 
is ferious to fo many : hundreds of your/ 
TcUow-croaturos, dearLady, turn another, 
way, that fiiey; may not be tcnopted-by; 
the luxuries of Porridge-lftand to wiflb- 
for gratifications they are not able tii 
obtain: you are certainly Dot better 
than all of ibem i give Cod thanks tha<^ 
you are happier.'* 

I received on another Q<:ca&on a^ ^^ft- 
^ rebuke from Mr. JcjbftfQOji for ^^ of*. 
fence of the fame n^yi^^ and hop^ X 
sook c^re never to provoke a third i fop 
after a very long fomoief; partictilarlj^ 
}iot an4 dryj» I was wifiiing naturally but* 
thoughtlefsjy fof fome ral^ to lay th«^ 
dull as we drove along the Surry roads^ 
<* I cannot bear (replied he> with muchj 
afperity and an altered look), when.,.! 
know how many poor familiei will perifti: 
next winter for want of that bread which 
the prcfent droyght will dfny th?W;i tft. 
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^tar ladio fighlng for rtin^ only that 
their complexions fnay not fufirr from 
the heatj oc their clothca be incommoded 
by the duft ;— ^for Ihamc ! Icayc off fuch 
foppifh lamentations, and iludy to re^ 
4ieve thofe whofe diftrelTes are resU." 

With advifing others to be charitabia 
however. Dr. Johnfon did not content 
himfelf* He gave away all he had, and 
all he ever had gotten, except the two 
.thoufand pounds he left behind s and 
the very fmall portion of his incpnus 
which he fpent on himfelfj with all oty 
.calculation, we never could make 
mor^ thap feventy, or at moft fourfcono 
pounds a year, and he pretended to alloir 
himfelf a hundred. He had numberle& 
dependents out of doofs a^ well as in, 
^' whoj as he ekpreifed it, did not like 
(to fee him latterly vnlefs he brought 
'cm nofOney.'* For thofe people he ufcd 
frequently to raife contributions on his 
xkb^t fr»ndsi " «nd this (fays^hc) » 
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one of the thoufand reafons which ought 
to rcftrain a man from drony folitude 
and ufelefs retirement* Solitude (added 
he one day) is dangerous to reafon, with- 
out being favourable to virtue : plea- 
fures of fome fort are ncceffary to the 
intelleAual as to the corporeal health; 
and thoie who refift gaiety^ will be likely 
for the moft part to fall a facrifice to 
appetite ; for the folicitations of fenfc 
are always at hand^ and a dram to a 
vacant and folitary pcrfon is a fpeedy 
and fediicing relief. Remember (con- 
tinued he) that the folitary mortal is 
certainly luxurious^ probably fuperfti* 
tious, and poflibly mad: the mind 
ftagnates for want of employment, grows 
morbid^ and is extinguifhed like a candle 
in foul air/* It was on this principle 
that Johhfon encouraged parents to carry 
their daughters early and much into 
company : " for what harm can be- done 
before fo many witneffes i Solitude is 
the fureft nurfe of all prurient pallions^ 
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and a girl in the hurry of preparation, or 
tumult of gaiety, has neither inclination 
nor leifure to let tender expreffions foften 
or fink into her heart. The ball, the 
ftiow, are not the dangerous places : no, 
^tis the private friend, the kind confolcr, 
the companion of the eafy vacant hour, 
whofe compliance with her opinions'can 
flatter her vanity, and whofe converfa- 
tion can juft.footh, without ever ftrctch- 
jng her. mind, that is the lover to be 
feared.: he who buzzes in her car at 
court, or at the opera, muft be contented 
to buzz in vain." Thefe notions Dn 
Johnfon carried fo very far, that I have 
hicard.him fay, ^* if you would, (hut up 
any man with any woman, fo as to make 
them derive their whole pleafurc from 
each other, they would inevitably fall in 
love, as it is calfed, with each other; 
but at fix months end if you would 
throw, them both into public life where 
they might change partners at pleafure, 
each wpuld foon forget. that fondnefs 
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which mutual dependance^ and the p9xtm 
city of general amufement alone^ had 
cau&rd^ and each Would feparately feel 
delighted by their relcafe/' 

. In thefe opinions Uoufleau apparently 
concurs with him exaftly; and Mr^ 
Whitehead's poem called Variety^ if 
written folely to elucidate this Ample 
propofition. Prior likewife advifes the 
hufband to fend his wife abroad^ and let 
her fee die world as it really ftands— 

Powder, aad packet-glafs, and beau* 

Mr« John£>n was indeed unjuftly fup-t 
pofed to be a lover of fingularity* Few 
people had a more fettled reverence for 
thd world than he, or was lefs capti-^ 
vated by new modes of behaviour in* 
troduced> or innovations on the long* 
received cuftoms of common life. He 
hated the way of leaving a company 
without taking notice to the lady of th^ 
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Boufe that he was goings and did not 
much like any of the contrivances by 
which eafe has been lately introduced 
into focicty inftcad of cercmonyj which 
bad more of his approbation. Cards> 
drefs> and dancing however^ all found 
their advocates in Dr. Johnfon, who 
inculcated^ upon principle^ the culti* 
yation of thofe arts, which many a 
moralift thinks himfelf bound to rcjefl:, 
and many a Chriilian holds unfit to be 
praftifcd. •* No perfon (faid he one 
day) goes under-drefled till he thinks 
himfelf of confequencc enough to for- 
bear carrying the badge of his rank upon 
his back.^ And in anfwer to the argu- 
ments urged by Puritans, Quakers,* Sec, 
againft fhowy decorations of the human 
figure, I once heard him exclaim, ^^ Oh, 
let us not be found when our Matter 
calls us, ripping the lace off our waiit- 
coats, but the fpirit of contention from 
our fouls and tongues ! Let us all con- 
form in outward cuftoms^ which arc of 
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no confequcnce, to the manners of thofe 
whom we live among, and dcfpife'fuch 
paltry diftinftions. Alas, Sir (conti- 
nued ' he), a man who cannot get to 
heaven in a green coat, will not find his 
way thither the Iboper in a grey one." 
On an occafion of lefs confequence, 
when he turned his back on Lord Bo- 
lingbroke in the rooms at Brighthelm- 
ftone, he made this excufe: " I am not 
obliged. Sir (faid he to Mr. Thrale, who 
Hood fretting), to find reafons for re* 
fpeding the rank of him who will not 
condefcend to declare it by his drefs 
or fome other vifible mark: what are 
ftars and other figns of fuperiority made 
forr 

The next evening however he made 
us comical amends, by fitting by the 
fame nobleman, and haranguing very 
loudly about the nature and ufe and 
abufe of divorces. Many people ga- 
thered round them to hear what was 
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faidj and when my hufband called him 
away> and told him to whom he had 
been talking — received an anfwer which 
I will not write down* 

Though no man perhaps made fach 
rough, replies as Dr. Johnfon, yet no- 
body had a more jufl: averfion to general 
fatire ; he always hated and cenfured 
Swift for his unprovoked, bitternefs 
againft the profeffprs of medicine 5 and 
ufed to challenge his friends^ when they 
lamented the exorbitancy of phyficians 
fees^ to produce him one inftance of an 
eftate raifed by phyfic in England. 
When an acquaintance too was one day 
exclaiming againft the tedioufnefs of the 
law and its partiality j " Let us hear. 
Sir (faid Johnfon), no general abufe 1 
the law is the laft refult of human wif- 
dom a£bing upon human experience for 
the benefit of the public/* 

As the mind of Dr. Johnfon was 
greatly expanded, fo his firft care was 
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for general^ not particular or petty mo* 
ralitjr -, and tbofc teachers had more of 
hU blame than praifei I think, who fcek 
to opprefs life with unncccflary fcruples J 
*« Scruples would (as he obferved) cer- 
tainly make men mifcrable^ and feldom 
make them good* Let us ever (he faid) 
ftodioufly fly from thofc inftruftors againft 
whom our Saviour denounces heavy 
judgments^ for having bound up bur- 
dens grievous to be borne, and laid 
them on the fhoulders of mortal men/* 
No one had however higher notions of 
the hard taflc of true Chriftianity than 
Johnfon, whofe daily terror left he had 
not done enough, originated in picty^ 
but ended in little Icfs than difcafe. 
Reafonable with regard to others, he 
had formed vain hopes of performing 
impoffibilities himfelf; and finding his 
good works ever below his dcfircs and 
intent, filled h?s imagination with fears 
that he fhould never obtain forgivenefs 
for omiifions of duty and criminal waftc 
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of time. Thefe ideas kept. him in con*^ 
ftant anxiety concerning his falvation; 
and the vehement . petitions he perpe* 
tually made for a longer continuance on 
earth, were doubtlefs the caufe of his (b 
prolonged cxiftence ; for when I carried 
Dr. Pepys to him in the year 1782, it 
appeared wholly impofllble for any (kill 
of the phyficiari or any ftrength of the 
patient to fave him. He was faved that 
time however by Sir Lucas's prefcrip- 
tions; and lefs ikill on one fide, or lefs 
ftrength on the other, I am morally 
certain, would not have been enough. 
He had liowever poflTeifed an athletic 
conftitution, as he faid the man who 
dipped people in the fea at Brighthelm- 
ftone acknowledged 5 for feeing Mr. 
Johnfon fwim in the year 1766, Why Sir 
(fays the dipper), you muft have been a 
ftout-hearted gentleman forty years ago. 

Mr. Thrale and he ufed to laugh 
about that ftory very often : but Gar?; 
I 
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rick cpld k better, for he faid: that 
in their ybung days, when fome ftroU* 
iflg players came to Litchfield, 6ur 
friend had fixed his place upon the 
fiige, and got hlmfelf a chair accord^ 
ihgly; which leaving for a few mi- 
nutes, he found a man in it at his re« 
turn, who refufed to give it back at the 
firft intrtaty: Mr. Johnfon however, 
who did not think it worth hia while to 
make a fecond, took chair and man and 
all together^ and threw them all at once 
into the pit. I afked the Dodfcor if 
this was a fa£t? '' Garrick has not 
JpviUd. it in the telling (faid he), it is 
Tcry near true to be fyre/* 

Mr« Beauclefc too related one day» 
how Oh fprfteioccafion he ordered two 
large maftiffs intO:jhis parlour, to fbew 
a. friend who was converfant in canini 
beauty and excellence, how the dogs 
quArt^Ued, and fattening on each other,'^ 
aUrihed all thtr c^rfipaAy except Johnfo«t, 
3 
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YFho fetzfng one in one hand by the cuS* 
of the neck, the dtherin the other hand^ 
fiid, gravely, *« Come> gentlemen 1 
Where's your difficulty i put one dog 6ut 
at the door, and I will (hew this fierce 
gentleman the way out of the window :" 
which, lifting up the maftiff* and the 
lafh, he contrived to do very expedi* 
tioufly, and much to the fatisfadlion of 
<hc affrighted company* We ihqdired 
as' to the truth of this curious recital. 
*^ The dogs havfe been fomewhat mag- 
nified, I believe Sir (was the reply): 
they were, as I remember, two ftout 
young pointers; but the ftory has gained 
but little.'* 

One rcafon why Mr. Johnfon's nie* 
mory was fo particularly exaft, might be 
derived from his rigid^attention to ve- 
racity 5 being always refolved to relate 
every faft as it ftood, he looked even 
ort the fmaller parts of life with miiitite 
attention, and remembered fuch paifage^ 

I 2 
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as cfcape curfory and common obfcrvfers. 
*^ A ftory (fays he) is a fpecimcn of 
human manners, and derives its folc 
value from its truth. When Foote has 
told me fomcthing, I difmifs it from 
my mind like "a pafling Ihadow : y?hen 
Reynolds tells me fomcthing, I confider 
myfclf as poffeffcd of an idea the more.** 

Mr. Johnfon liked a frolic or a jeft well 
enough; though he had ftrangc ferrous 
rules about it too: and very angry was' 
he if any body ^offered to be merry 
when he was difpofed to be grave. 
"You have an ill-founded notion (faid 
he) that it is clever to turn matters. off 
with a joke (as the phrafe is^ j whereas 
nothing produces enmity fo certain, as 
one perfon*s (hewing a difpofition to be 
merry When another is inclined to be 
cither ferious or difpleafed/' 

One may gather from this how he felt^ 
l«rhen his Iriih friend Grierfon, hearing 
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him enumerate the qualitks necelFary to 
the formationof apoet^ began axu>miqal 
parody upon -l^is;. ornamented harangue 
m praife of a cpok^ concluding with 
this obferv-ation; that he "who drefTed a 
gpod dinner. y^^^/x move excellent and a 
piorf ufefulin^npber of fociety than he 
who wrote a good ppem, y And in 
this^opinioQ (fud Mr. Johnfon in A'eply) 
all the dogs i^ the town will join you/* 

0( this Mr.'Qrierfon I have he^rd hini 
relate many droU ftories, much to his 
advantage as a wit, together with fome 
fafts more difficult to be accounted forj 
as avarice never was reckoned among 
ihc vices of thQ laughing world. But 
Johnfon's varlp,us life, and fpirit of vi«* 
glance to learn and treafure up evcfy 
peculiarity of manner, fentimejtt, or ge- 
neral conduft, made his company, when 
he chofe to relate anecdotes of people 
he had formerly known> exquifitely 
amufing and comical. It is indeed in- 

13 
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concemWc wh^t ftrangc occurrences he 
had feen> and what fbrprifing things he 
isould teir when in a comrnunleatlVt} 
humour^ It is by no means ttiy bufinefi 
to relate nncmoirs of his iicquarntance; 
but it wiU ferve to Ihew the charafter of 
Johnfon himfelf^ when I "inform thoft 
who never knew him,; that no teiaft 
told a ftorjr witk fb good a grace/ of 
knew fo well what wbuld make an effeft 
upon his auditors,. When he . i:ajfed 
contributions for foirtfe diftVefled authgr^ 
or wit in want, he often made us ail 
more than amends by' diverting defcrip^ 
tions of the lives they were then paffing 
in comers unfecii by arty body but hirtt^ 
fclf and that odd old fbrgeoh whom'h'i 
kept in his: houfe to tend the out-peil- 
fioners, and of whom he faid moft'tfd^ 
and fublimely, that , ' ' 

In mlftry's darkeft caverns known. 
His ufefpl care was €|vcr nigHt . 

Where hopelcfs anguifli pours her groaii| 
And lonely "w^ant r^^ires to die. 
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I,h»v^ forgotten the year, but it could 
f«rjcelj I thijj^ be later t^^P 17^5 W 
«76iJ* that \\c was c^kd abruptly frpm 
Qurfeoil/e afffr'4ipnFr, ^n4 r^urmng in 
9|»put: thfcc hvuJTSy f^id, he h^4 ^wn 
with an fnr«g?4. aijfl^pr, wh^f? Jftp^Jadjf 
preffed him for payment within doors, 
while the bailiffs befet him without ; 
that he was drinking himfelf drun& 
yt\th. Madeira to drowo icarr, and fret* 
ting over a novel , which when firiiflicd 
WAS tQ be his:whoJ« fprtpn^^but he 
€Quld not.gftt it danci fw ^iftra^on, 
nor (joyld he ft^p out of df>c** w offer 
it to fa)e. 'Mr. Johnfoo ritcnfore fet 
away the hottk^ and mcnt to the book« 
feller^ recommending tlic pffform^noi^ , 
and defiring fome imnnedtaiie. rdief i 
ivbich when he brougkt back to th^ 
writer, he c^dLed the woman; (^ tha 
houfe dire£Hy to partake of pEiHi(h> and 
pafs their time in merriment. 

•I4 • • .'» 
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It was not till ten years after, I dare 
fay, that fomething in Dr. Goldltnith's 
behaviour ftruck me with an idea that he 
was the very man, and then Johnf6n 
confefTed that he was fo ; the novel was 
the charaiing Vicar of Wakefield, 

There was a Mr. Boyce too, who wrote 
fome very elegant verfes printed in the 
Magazines of five-and-twenty years ago> 
of whofe ingenuity and diftrefs I have 
heard Dr. Johnfon tell fome curious 
anecdotes i particularly, that when he 
was almoft perilhing vrith hunger, and 
fome money was produced to purchafe 
him a dinner, he got a bit of roaft 
beef, but could not eat it without ketch* 
Vp> and laid out the tail half-guinea he 
poiTefied in truffles and muflirooms, 
eating them in bed too, for want of 
clothes, or even a fhirt to fit up in. 

Another man for whom he often beg- 
gedj made as wild ufe of his friend's be- 
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neficence as thefe, fpending in punch the 
folitary guinea which had been brought 
him one morning j when rcfolving to 
add another claimant to a (hare of the 
4>owl, befides a woman who always lived 
with him, and a footman who ufed to 
carry out petitions for charity, he bor- 
rowed a chairman's watch, and pawning 
it for half a crown, paid a clergyman to 
marry him to a fellow-lodger in the 
wretched houfe they all inhabited, and 
got fo drunk over the guinea bowl of 
punch the evening of his wedding-day, 
that having many years loft the ufe of 
. one leg, he now contrived to fall from 
the top of the ftairs to the bottom, and 
break his arm, in which condition his 
companions left him to call Mr. John- 
fon, who relating the feries of his tragi- 
comical diftrcffes, obtained from the 
Literary Club a feafonable relief. 

Of that rcfpedable fociety I have 
beard him fpeak in the higheft terms, and 



Digitized 



by Google 



J? J ANECJOOTBS OF THl LATB 

with 1^ magnificent panegyric on ctck 
meq[iber> when it confifted only of |k 
dozen or foufteei> friends^ but a3 footi 
as t\^ necefllty of enlarging it brought 
in new face^ ai^ci took pff frooi hi> 
confidence in the coQipany, he gre^ 
lel$ fond of the qaeeting, and loudly 
proclaimed his careleifnef^ mf?0 n^ight 
be admitted) when it ly^s become % 
m^rq dinner club. I tbinjk the original 
Da£ne$3 when I firft heard him talk with 
fervor of every member's peculiar powers 
of iiiftrufting or delighting mankind^ 
were Sir John Hawkins, Mr. Burke, 
Mr^.Langton, Mr, Bcauclerc, Dr. Percy, 
Dr. Nugent, Dr. Goldfmith, Sir Roi- 
bert. Chambers, Mr. Dyer, and Sir 
Joftiua, Reynolds, whom he called their 
Romulus, or faid fomcbody elfe of the 
company called him fp, which was more 
likely: but this was, I believe, in the 
year 1775 ^^ ^776- It was a fupper 
meeting then, and I fancy Dr. Nugent 
ordered an omelet fometimes on a ¥r\^ 
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d[ay or Saturday night; for I remem^ 
ber Mr. Johnfon felt very painful fenfa^ 
tion^ at the fight of chat dilh ibon after 
hia (i^^b, ^d cried, ^' Ah» my poor dear 
friend I I Ihall n«iver eat omelet ivith 
A&^tf agaitt!" quite \ti an agony. Th« 
truth ' is> nobody fufiered more fronf 
ptnigent Ibrrow at a friend's death than 
Johnfon, though he would fuflFer no one 
clfe to complain of their lo(!es in the 
&me Way^ '* for (fays he) we muft 
either outlive our friends you know, or 
our friends muft: outlive us 5 and I fee 
fio man that would hefitate about thd 
choice/* : 

Mfv Johnfon Joved late hours cx^ 
iremfly, or more pjfoperly hated early 
qncs. Nothing was more terrifying M 
him than the idea of retiring to bed^ 
wl^ich he never would call going to reft, 
or fu(Fer another to call fo. /' I He 
down (faid he) that n^y acquaintance 
may fleep; but I lie down to endqre 
oppreflive mifery, and foon rife again to 
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pafs the night in anxiety and pain." By 
this ps^thetic manner, which, no one 
ever poffcffcd in fo eminent a degrcQ, 
he ufed to (hock mp from quitting his 
company, till I hurt. my own hcalt4i not 
a little, by fitting up with him, when I 
w.as myfelf far from wfell: nor w^sil: 
an cafy matter to oblige him even by 
compliance, for he always maintained 
that no. one forbore their own gratifi* 
cations for the fake of pleafmg another^ 
and if one did fit up it was probably ta 
amufe one's fclf. Some right however he 
certainly had to fay fo, as he made, his 
company exceedingly entertaining when 
he had once forced one, by his vehement 
lamentations and pierdng reproofs, not 
to quit the room, but to fit quietly ancf 
wiake tea for him, as I often did in 
London till four o'clock in the morning. 
At Streatham indeed I managed better^ 
having always fomc friend who was 
kind enough to engage him in talk, and 
favour my retreat. 
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The firft time I every faw this extraor- 
dinary man was in the year 17 64, when 
Mr. Murphy, who had been long the friend 
and confidential intimate of Mr. Thralc, 
perfuaded him to wi(h for Johnfon's con- 
verfation, extolling it in terms which 
that of no other perfon could have dc- 
fcrved, till we were only in doubt how 
to obtain his company, and find an 
cKCufe for the invitation. The cele- 
brity of Mr. Woodhoufe a fhoemaker^ 
whofe verfcs were at that time the fub- 
jeft of common difcourfe, foon afforded 
a pretence, and Mr. Murphy brought 
Johnfon to meet him, giving me gene*- 
ral cautions not to be furprifed at his 
figure, drefs, or behaviour. What 1 
recoUedt beft of the day's talk, was his 
carneftly recommending Addifon's works 
to Mr. Woodhoufe as a model for imita- 
tion. *^ Give nights and days. Sir (faid 
he), to the ftudy of Addifon, if you 
mean either to be a good writer, or 
what is more worth, an honeft man." 
When I faw fomc thing like the fame 
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expreffion in his critictfAi on that author^ 
lately publifhed, I put him in mind of 
his paft injunftions to the yoUng poe^, 
tp which he replied, "That he wilhed 
the (hoemakcr might have remembered 
them as well." Mr. Johnfon liked his 
new acquaintance fo much however, that 
from that time he dined with us every 
Thurfday through the ^vinter, and in 
the auttHnn of the next year he followed 
us to Brighthelmftone, whence we were 
gone before his arrival; fo he was dif- 
appointed and enraged, and wrote Us 
a" letter expreflive of anger, which we 
were very defirous to pacify, and to 
ofetain his company again if poffible. 
Mr. Murphy brought him back to us 
again very kindly, and from that time 
bis vifits grew more frequent, till in the 
year 1766 his health, which he had al- 
ways complained of, grew fo exceedingly 
bad, that he could not ftir out of his 
room in the court he inhabited for many 
weeks together, I think months. 
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Mr. Thrale's ittentions and my own 
now became fo acceptable to him» that 
he often lamented to us the horrible con<* 
dicion of his mind^ which he faid was 
nearly diilra(%ed ; arid though he charged 
us to make him odd folemn promifes of 
fecrccy on fo ftrange a fubjeft, yet when 
we waited on him one morning, and 
heard him, in the mod pathetic termsy 
beg the prayers of Dr. Delap, ^ho had 
left him as we came in, I felt exceffivcly 
affcfted with grief, and well remember 
my hufband involuntarily lifted up one 
hand to ihut his mouth, from provoca* 
tion at hearing a man fo wildly proclaim 
what he could at laft perfuade no one to 
believe j and what, if true, would have 
been fo very unfit to reveal. 

Mr. Thrale went away foon after, 

leaving me with him, and bidding me 

prevail on him to quit his clofe habita* 

tion in the court and come with us to 

« 

Streatham, where I undertook^ the care 
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of his health, and had the honour and 
happinefs of contributing to its rcfto* 
ration. This taflc^ though diftreffing 
enough fometimes, would have been 
lefs fo had not my mother and he dif- 
liked one another extremely, and teized 
me often with pervcrfe oppofition, petty 
contentions, and mutual complaints. 
Her fuperfluous attention to fuch ac- 
counts of the foreign politics as are 
tranfmittcd to us by the daily prints, 
znd her willingnefs to talk on fubjefbs he 
could not endure, began the averfion ; 
and when, by the peculiarity of his ftyle, 
(he found out that he teized her by 
writing in the newfpapcrs concerning 
battles arid plots which had no exiftence, 
only to feed her with new accounts of 
the divifion of Poland perhaps, or the 
difputes between the ftatcs of Ruflia and 
Turke'y, Ihe was exceedingly angry to 
be fure, and fcarcely I think forgave the 
offence till the domeftic diftreflcs of the 
year 1772 reconciled them to and taught 
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them the true value of each other a ex- 
cellent as thty hotb werc^ far beyond the 
t^telle^ce of any other man and woman 
1 evct- yet fa^. As her conduft too ex- 
torted his tlrileft efteeni, her cruel illnefs 
t^Cited all his tendernefsi nor was the 
fight of beauty^ fcarce to be fubdued by 
tSifeld^e^ and wlt^ flafhlng through the 
apprehenfion of evil> a fcene which pK 
Jfohftfon CQuld fee without fenfibility* 
He' acknowledged hitnfelf improved by^ 
her picty> and aftonilhed at her fortitude 
laid hung over her bed wUh the affedioa 
of a parent^ and the reverence of a fon. 
Nor did it givo me lefs pleafure to fee 
lier iw^et mind cleared of all its latent 
jprejudicei^ and left at liberty to admkf 
and applaud that force of thought and 
I^HatiHty of gcniilS| that comprehcnfivc 
Ibtil in^ beheVoleih heart which attraftiid 
fthd tfotnfin^Aded' il^inqfatioii from ally 
but infpired peculiar ienfations of de- 
light mixed with reverence in thole 
whot lik^c her, had the opportunity to 
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obferve thefe qualities^ ftimulated by 
gratitudcj and aAuated hj friendfhip. 
WhcnMr.Thrale's perplexities difturbcd 
his peace^ dear Dr. Johnfon left him 
fcarce a moment^ and tried every artifice 
to aniufe as well as every argument to 
confole him : nor is it more poffible to 
defcribe than to forget his prudentj his 
pious attentions towards the man who 
had fome years before certainly faved 
*his valuable life, perhaps his reafon, by 
half obliging him to change the foul air 
of Fleet-ftreet for the wholefomc breves 
of the Suflex Downs. 

The epitaph engraved on my mother's 
monument (hews how deferving (he was 
of general applaufe. I alked Johnfon 
why he named her perfon before her 
mind : he faid it was, " becaufe every 
body could judge of the onc^ and but 
few of the other.*' 
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Juxta fepulta tjt Hester A Maria - * 

Thonue Cotton de Comhermert iaronetti Qeftrienfii filim^ 

Johaknis Salufiury urmigeYi Flintienfis uxor* 

Forma felix^ felix ingenio ; 

Omnibus jucunda^ fuorum iunantijjima* 

.Linguts artibufqui ita ixcukot 

Ut loquenti nunfuam deeffent 

Sermonis nitor, /ententiarum JUfiulif 

Safiinti^e gravitas, leforum gratia : 

Modum /er*tiandi adeo ftrita^ 

Vt domtftica inter mgotia Uteri t obleSaretur. 

hiteraatmn inter delicias^ remfamiUaremfidulocuraret; 

Multis illi multos annos precantibut 

' • ' diri carcinomatis *veneno contabuit, 

nexibu/que ntita patdatim refolutisy 

e terris'^meliora fperans^etnigra<uit. 

Nata 1707. Mupta I739» Obiit I775» 



Mr, -Murphy, who admired her talents 
and delighted in her company, did me 
the favour to paraphrafc this elegant in- 
fcription in verfes which I fancy have 
qever yet been publiflied. His fame has 
long been out of my power to increafe 
as a poet ; as a man of fenfibility perhaps 
thefe lines may fet him higher than hp 
now ftands. I remember with gratitude^ 
K2 
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the friendly tears which preventtd hinqi 
from fpeaking as he put them into my 
hand» 

Near tth place 

Are dfepdiSWd the remains of 

Hestea MiAkiA>, 

The daughter of SiJr Thbmas Cotton of Comber- 

mere, ilk tk« couttty 6f Cfae(hir^, B^trt. the ttrife of 

John Salttflmiy, 

of the eottnty-bf FHhtv Efquirt. She '^ka 

bjimiatheirtar 1707, mwrledin 17399 a»didi«dt 

iai;773- 
A plcafinj^ fcrm^ i^er% 6itrj ^grikcc cbilibinM,. 
With gtniiii bleft^ a ptir^ ehllgMetiM Mud ; 
Benevolence on all that fh^iles bdlow^d, 
A heart thit fbr-hcr ftiends With love o'erHbte^d : 
lb language ikili'd*. b^ iiatiio form'd to pleaie. 
Her mirth was wit,, her gravity veas cafe. 
Gracefid la Ui». the hi^py mioAUtt fthew,* 
Which bye^* to virtue givni tl^ l$iitu dufe f 
Whatp'er cmpIojrM! her,, that flie fccm^d to chufc, 
Her Bouft, her friends^ her bufixleis, or the mufe,; 
AdmVa aftd lov'd, the thdaie of*gpnfcral fwiUcv- ^ 
AU lo fuck virtne vKfliM k Jfengdi of dftfs ; t 
Bmt fad reverie I with flow-cpnfumin^ pains». .. .; 
*rh** envenom'd cancel revellM in her veins ;: 
Srey*d Oh her f^rits— fto)e each pdwer a\viy T ' 
Oradnal ihe funic,, yet fmilih^ in decay t' 
SUk fmil'd in hope, by fore affli<9Hons try'dj .. ^ 
Ana in that tope the pious. Chri^an died*. 
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^ ^hc follQwing epitaph qnMv% Thr^lCj 
mhi? haa aov a monumeiic c1o£b by Ker's 
in Strcatham churchy I havvefeen pj^inted 
and commended* in Maty's Review for 
April .ly^A^k «*^4 * fri?p4 '^WJ fevoured 
mc with a ttr^ilai^oa. 

iff wtam ilU Uft^iwem mnUi tftmrmi 
Jtu feuraSf 

sFidilittr JiuduU I 

Fulgi ^^jfirefsniis c^mtimfiw ^mpjus^ 

Dem i^tfr milU mrcaf^r^ 9iffft(^ 

iiterar^fm iltgantiam mmmf mghffk^ ' 

Jmcis f^fgat^fUf modo l^tarrniiitm^ 

Conciliis, uu^^itatf., munefihus ^/uit» ^ 

Tamfi^Uifmt mnrum JuaifitaU 

T'amfiUciJfrmoms Uiertatf 

Ui vtUi odfflafMJf ommhu fluairM* 

Nattts 1724. O^ ij^^u 
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134 ANECDOTES OF THB LATE 

CwfotUs iumidi- hikbet Rodolpbum patremi ftretiuum 
fprum^ue ntirum^ et Henricum filium umcuni^ 
, quem/fiiffrfntum mors impfna decemum 
ptaripuit. 

'- ' • Dti^s f (the -et opulent a^ qudm ertxh ' 

jivus, auxitque pater^ c^ii-mpiie '4ecidiK - » 

Ahi*vtator ! 

Et vidibus terum bumanarttm ptr/peSis^ 

^ttrmtatim coglta ! 

'^ \ \ ■■■i— — i iii I f • 

4 ^Hcr^^re*depi6iited the remain? of 

Henry TnitALE, 

Wko xnani&ged all his concern? in the prefent 

worldyptiiUtt'and private, m' fttch a manner 

a* to 'le'avc !ftiany wifhing he had continued 

longer in it ; 

And airth^* related to ^.^fotare world, 

as if he had been fenfible •ho'w fhort a time he 

,'. V • >was to continue in this, 

Simple, open, and uniform^ in his manners, 

his condu^ ^«^5 withotit either Wt or afledation» 

In the fsnate fteadily attentive to tihe true interefts 

cf his kirig and ctountiy. 

He looked down with contempt On the cUmours 

of the multitude : ' 

Though engaged in a very cxtenfive bufinefs. 

He found fome time to apply to polite literature ; 

And .was' ever ready to affift his friends 

labouring, under any .difficulties, 

with his advice, his inHuence, and his purfe. 
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To his friends, acquaintance, and gueftS| 

he behaved with fuch fweetnefs of manners 

as to attach them all to his perfon : 

So happy in his converfation with them, 

as to pleafe all, though he flattered none* 

He was born in the year 1724, and died in 1781% 

In the fame tomb lie interred his father 
f^Ralph Thrale, ja man. of^ vigour and adlivity. 
And his only fon Henry, who died before his fitther^ 
Aged ten years. 
Thus a happy and opulent family, 
Raiied by the grandfather, and augmented by the 
father, became eztinguiflied with the grandfon* 
Cro» /Reader, ^ 

And refteding on the viciflitudeft of 
• all^man affairs, 
* Meditate on tkittmtjk 

I never recolleft to -have heard that 
Dr. Johnfon wrote' infcriptions for any 
iepulchral ftoncs, except Dr. Goldftriith'^ 
in Weftmitiftcr abbey, and theife two in 
Streatham church. He made four lines 
once^ on the death of poor Hc^^th; 
which were: equally true and plcafiftg^f I 
know not why Garrick'isi were prelferrecj 
to them.' ...-''' '^'- 

K4 
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^ « * 

The band of bim hvp tcvppid He«> ' ' .' 

That drew,th* p(fe»tW Iprm pf gr^c | '. 

■ Here c1q5'4 in (fciiUi rfx' ^t^e^tiYe nyfif , 

Tha^ f^w th$ HMUWier^ in tb^ f4ce, 

Mr.. Hogarth, among' the variety .^ 
Kiri4ncir«s fccwa to ms whw I wm too 
yqyflg m have ^ prefer ftnfo of tH<^^ 
irat uffMl to be very e«rhcftthat Iflidlild 
obtain the acquaintance^; ^Dd if foflible 
the friaidihip of .Dfi^ Jol^ifon, **oft 
cQuverftition wasi^-to'ihe t«lk tyf't)ther 
men, like Titian's pairttiffig conppved to 
Hudfcin^s', he faid; hv^^ don't you tell 
people now, th^t I ^ iky f<ft (continued 
he), for thc.xaaaoUSuur6<a»d I are at 
war. you ]ka9W';(*n4;:b«ijftuffSi.i:ihlte 
tktn>,^t^tf thwlji;il:ih8it 3!ifitiki^mdMi 

^ -ujfcd tU hfve jn Wjvwy enrlyjdtiy& 
^on> !^9^r Mrt I^Pgarjh* i!?hofe ccgwi 
%*} .my father iny^o^ .bim perbapii t<y 
^e Rotioe of his Ktfk gtrJ^ ^sadrigiuo 
^finnffrOdd p^jc^liir diiU^iooa abonE 
drefe, dancing, and many other jOMttCtt 
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h^crcfting now only bcc^ufe they were 
hk. As he ipa4c ^11 hh talent?, howr 
cyer; fubfcrvicnt; to the gr^iap purpofti^ 
pf itiorality^ 0«4 the e^peft defire hf 
had tp mw^d. fn»nkiad„ hi^ 4ifcourff 
c(wnpionly cn4fd m, »n qrhiwl cjiftcnar 
tioB, aiMi ^frrk^u* «ii^g« t^ rp?, qever (• 
fprgct hi§ pi^rfi of ;hc ^Z^ V /^^ i5?/i»M 
iOf HKf Jphnfofi, whf n my father wd b« 
:wc;r(; talking ^9gethcralpout him one day f 
Thfrt ^ni^n (fay* ^ijgjirth}. V W>t con* 
9Wie4. wkl}. fefjifving the BiWfij bvt h« 
fairly ^efojv^fe J. t^ink. to l^tMCTe not 
thing ^«* tJj« . Pible. . Jphpfw (4dded 
be)> thwgh faf wife. A fellow, is tnorf 
Iik« )c|ng David. thun. king SolonK>0| 
fw'i 'he .f»ys lin hi$ h^&fi th^t aU men 
vc^hui. Thai diarge^ as^ I .afterwardi 
Mn^e. ta Iukiw^ :^afl but too weli 
foundfd^: Mr* Johnfon's iacredulity 
2|(iitounted otmoft to difeafej zbAI hav^r 
&Biv:it nfiOftifyJii$ companiQus exited •^ 
rfigly« Bill the truth is, Mr. Thrale 
\ffui a very powerM influence over th^ 
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Do^or^ and could make him fupprefs 
many rough anfwcrs : he could likewife 
prevail on him to change his fhirt^ his 
coat^ or his plate^ almoft before it came 
indilpenfably neccflary to the comfort- 
able feelings of his friends : But as I ne- 
ver had any afcendency at all over Mr. 
Johnfon^ except juft in the things that 
concerned hts healthy it grew extremely 
perplexing and difficult to live in the 
houfe with him when the mailer of it 
was no more ; the worfe indeed^ becaufe 
his difiikes grew capricious ; and he 
could . fcarce bear to have any body 
come to the houfe whom it was abfolutely 
Dcceflary for me to fee. Two gentle- 
men^ I perfeftly well remember^ dining 
with us at. Strqacham in the Summer 
1782, when Elliot's brave defence pf 
Gibraltar was a fubje& of :commoa 
difcoyrfe, ^oe of thcfc men naturally 
enough, begun fome talk about red-hot 
balls thrown with furprizing dexterity 
and cffeft : which Dr. Johnfon having 
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liftcned fomc time to, " 1 would advifc 
you. Sir (faid he with a cold fnccr), 
hevcr to relate this ftory again : you 
really can fcarcc imagine how very 
fcor a figure you make in the telling 
of it.** Our gueft being bred a Quaker, 
and I believe a man of an extremely 
gentle difpofition, needed no more re- 
proofs for the fame folly i fo if he 
ever did fpeak again, it was in a low 
voice to the friend who came with him. 
The check was given before dinner, and 
after coffee I left the room. When in 
the evening however our companions 
were returned to London, and Mr. John - 
fon and myfelf were left alone, with 
only our ufual family about us, , ** I did 
not quarrel with thofe Quaker fellows,** 
(iaid he, very ferioufly.) You did per- 
fectly right, replied I ; for they gave 
you no caufe of offence. ** No offence ! 
(returned he with an altered voice;) and 
is it 'nothing then to fit whifpering to- 
gether when / am prcfent, without ever 
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dircifting theii^ ^KcpPrfe towards m?, or 
ojfferijig rpc a (hare in the converf^tion ?'/ 
That was, becaufe you frighted hin) whp 
fpoWfirft about thofe j^^i; Ml$-. " Why^ 
Ma^am^ if ^ crej^tu^e \s neither cap*Wc 
of giying dignity tq |"alfchQad, nor wii^T 
iPg to renic^in €9nt;?nte4 with the jtruth, 
htdcfyycf pq bcto^ tr^tment." . . 

lytr.jfohnfon's fixed incredulity of eye^jr 
thing ,h.e heard, ^nd his little caf^ t<f 
conceal' that ificfedulity^ was tei^i^g 
cndug]^ to be fure : ^nd I .fa.w IVJr. Sharp 
was pained* exceedingly, 'when relating 
the hilbory of a h^rric^ne that hgppe|\q4 
^bout that tln>e in th(5 W^ft Ipdics^ 
wheV^^forau^hf I know^ he Iwf^biip^ 
fplf Iqft fome (rJG^dSf t9P> he p^i^r vc4 
Dr. JohnjTon believed npi; a fyU^bli? of 
jthe account : " Fpr 'm/a eafy (liy^ he) 
fori 4^an p^fiir^i^ flDput-h wjt^ ^ wpa^ 
der^' ^nd run abop^ telljng the lie befor^ 
Tt can' be detected, that I havjc np hcar^: 
to believe hurricanes e^fily raiftd by the ' 
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nrft inventor, arid blown forwards by 
fiiourands niorc/' I aiked hinri once if he 
believed the ftory b( the deftruaion ef 
Lifbon by an earthquake when it firft 
happened:" Oh! not for fix months (faid 
he) at leaft : 1 did think that ftory too 
dreadful to be credited,' and can kardly 
yet'perfu^ade myfelf- that it was true to 
the full e^^tent we all of us have heard. '*^ 

Among the numberkfs people how- 
ever whom I heard him grofsly and flatly 
Gontradid^ I never yet faw any one wha 
did not take it patiently excepting Dr. 
fiurfteyy From whofe habitual foftnefs of 
manners I little expefted fucJi an exer- 
tion oF fpirit t the event was as little- to 
be cxpe6ted. Mr. JoKnfon aflccd hia^ 
pardon genepoufly and genteelly, and 
when he left the room rofe up to (hake 
hands with him^ that they might part in 
peace. On another occafion^ when he 
Had violently provoked Mr. P^ySj in & 
diSerent but perhaps not a lefs offenllve 
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manner, till fomcthiftg much too like z 
quarrel was grown up between them, 
the moment he was gone> '* Now (fays 
Dr. Johnfon) is Pepys gone home hating 
me, who love him better than I did be- 
fore : he fpoke in defence of his dead 
friend} but though I hop? /fpoke better 
who fpoke againft him^ yet all my elo« 
quence will gain me nothing but an 
honed man for my enemy !'^ He did not 
however cordially love Mr.Pepys, though 
he relpefted his abilities. " I knew the 
dog was a fcholar (faid he, when they 
had been difpucing about the clalHcs for 
three hours together one morning at. 
Streatham) -, but that he had fo much 
tafte and fo much knowledge I did noi 
believe : I might have taken Barnard's 
word though, for Barnard would not lie/* 

We had got a little French print among 
ys at Brighthelmftone, in November 
1782, of fomc people (kaiting, with 
thefc lines written under : 
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Sur un minci cbtyftal Phyver conduit hurt pas ^ 

Li prtcipUe eft fius la glace ; 
Tilli eft de nes platfirs la legere furface^ 

Gliffez mortels ; n^appuyex pas. 

And I begged tranflations from tverf 
body : Dr. Johnfon gave me this; 

0*er ice tht rapid (kaiter flies. 

With fport above and death below; 

Where xnifchief lurks in gaj dli^fe. 
Thus lightly touch and quickly go. 

He was however molt exceedingly 
enraged whein he knew that in the counfe 
of the feafon I had afked half a dozen 
acquaintance to do the fame thing, and 
faid, it was a piece of treachery, and 
done to make every body elfc look little 
when compared to my favourite friends 
the : Pepyfes^ whofe tranflations were 
unqueftionably the beft. I will infert 
themj becaufe he did fay fo. This 13 
the diftich given mc by Sir Lucas, to 
whom I owe more folid obligations, no 
lefs than the power of thanking him for 
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the life he foved, and whofe lead va- 
luable praife is the corre£tnefs of iiis 
tafte: . ^ 

P'erthe ice as o'er pleafltre youlightiyftoiild glkfe ; 
^oth have gulphs whkli their flattcrihg iurfac^ 
hide. 

This other more ferious one was written 
by his brother: 

Swift o*er the level how the fkaiters Aide, 
,, And (kirn the gUu'rliag fiuface as xhnj go i 
Thus o'er Trie's fpecious pleafures lightly g|ide> 
But paule not, prefs not on the gulph below. 

Dr^ Johnfon feeing this lafl^ and thinks 
log a n^ment^ repeated^ 

0^6r cirackling ice, o^er gulphs proFound, 
* WAh i:i{mbJe glide the ikaiters i^ay; 
O'er treacherdas pleafiite's flower j groabd 
Thus lightly fkim, and hafte away. 

^h&irgd thus irncoftimdnly itiady both 
tb give and take offence, Mr. Johnft)fr 
had many rigid matims ctoxictfning thft 
fttc^ifity tir^ofitinbed Toftnefs attd eonr- 
pliance of difpofition : and when I once 
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hicntioncd Shcnftonc*s i4ca, that fomc 
little quarrel among lovers^ relations^ 
and friends wa$ ufeful> and contributed to 
their general happincfs upon the whole, 
by making the fqul feel her elaftic 
force, and return to the beloved objeft 
with renewed delight : — " Why, what a 
petnicious maxim is this now (cries 
Jobnfon), all quarrels ought to be 
avoided ftudioufly, particularly conjugal 
ones, as no one can pofllbly tell where 
they may endj befides that lading dif- 
like is often the cohfequence of occa- 
fional difgufl^ and that the cup of life is 
furely bitter enough, without fqueezing 
in the hateful rind of refentment/' It 
was upon fomething like the fame prin«^ 
ciple, and from his general hatred of re- 
finement, that when I told him how Dn 
Collier, in order to keep the fervants in 
humour with his favourite dog, by feem* 
ing rough with the animal himfelf on 
many occafiocis, *and crying out. Why 

will nobody knock this cur's brains out? 
L 
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meant to conciliate their tcndcrnefs to* 
wards Pompey; he returned me fot 
anfwer, " that the maxim was evidently 
falfe, and founded on ignorance of hu* 
man life : that the fervants would kick 
the dog the fooner for having obtained 
fuch a fandion to^ their feverity : and I 
once (added he) chid my wife for beat- 
ing the cat before the maid, ,who will 
now (faid I) treat pufs with cruelty per-- 
haps, and plead her miftrcfs's cxaniple/' 

I afked him upon this, if he ever dif- 
puted with his wife? (1 had heard that 
he loved her paffipnately.) ** Perpe- 
tually (faid he) : my wife had a parti- 
cular reverence for cleanlinefs, and dc- 
fired the praife of neatnefs in her drefs 
and furniture, as many ladies do, till 
they become troublefome to their beft 
friends, flaves to their own befoms, and 
Qnly figh for the hour of fweeping their 
hufbands out of the houfe as dirt and 
ufelefs lumber : a clean floor is Jo com- 
8 
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fortable, Ihe would fay fometimes, by 
way of twitting; till at laft I told her, 
that I thought we had had talk enough 
about the jtovr, we would now have a 
touch at the fieling.** 

On another occafion I have heard him 
blame her for a fault many people have, 
of fetting the miferies of their neighbours 
half unintentionally half wantonly before 
their eyes, (hewing them the bad fide of 
their profeflion^ fituation, &c. He faid, 
*^ ihe would lament the dependence of 
pupillage to a young heir, &c. and once 
told a waterman who rowed her along 
the Thames in a wherry, that he was no 
happier than a galley- flave, one being 
chained to the oar by authority, the 
other by want. I had however (faid he, 
laughing), the wit to get her daughter 
on my fide always before we began the 
difpute. She read comedy better than 
any body he ever heard (he faid}; in 
tragedy flie mouthed too much/' 
La 
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Garrick told Mr. Thralc however, that 
flic was a little painted puppet,, of na 
valye at all, and quite difguifed with 
affefi:ation, ftill of odd airs of rural ele* 
gance; and he made Qut fome comical 
fcenes, by mimicking her in a dialogue 
he pretended to have overheard : I do 
not know whether he meant fuch ftuff" 
to be believed or no, it was fo comical ; 
nor did I indeed ever fee him reprefent 
her ridiculoufly, though my huA)and did. 
The intelligence I gained of her 'from 
old Lcvett, was only perpetual illnefs 
and perpetual opium. The pifture I 
found of her at Litchfield was very 
pretty, and her daughter Mrs. Lucy 
Porter faid it was like. Mr. Johnfon 
has told me, that her hair was eminently 
beautiful, quite blonde like that of a 
baby; but that fhe fretted about the 
colour, and was always defirous to dye 
it black, which he very judicioufly hin-' 
dered her^ from doing. His account of 
their wedding we ufed to think hidicrous 
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, Enough — " i Wfts riding to ehOrch 
(fays Johnron)^ aild (he following on 
another flngli hol^fe: (he huftg back 
however^ and I turned about to fee 
"i^hether (he could get hef fteed dlottg^ 
Of what was the ftiatter. 1 had hbwevdr 
foon occalion to {6^ it was otAy cd- 
quetry, and that I defpijed^ fo quicken- 
ing my pace a little, ihe mended hers ; 
but I believe there was a tear or tWo 
—pretty dear creature !" 

Johnfon loved his diniier exceedingly, 
and has ofteK laid in mj^Kcaring, pferhsps 
fbr my edlfiddfioh, ** th^t Wher«fvcfr the 
diriher \% 111 g6t there iS pt)<r(!f ty, of there 
is avarice, of ther6 is ftufjldity \ in (hort, 
the femlly is fdnrtehoW gjrtrtkly ^rtiiig: 
for (continued he) a mart feldorh thiliks 
with more ciif n^ftheft of any thing tlttii 
h6 do€s t>f \A% difYtief ; tod if h« G^fiii§t 
gel that wfch dftfffedi fie feoHM be'fuff- 
pelted of itiaceuffccy in dtheif dlings.'' 
One day when be was fpedchig uptei 
L3 
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the ftibjcft, I alkcd him, if he ever huffed 
.his wife about his dinner? " So often 
(replied he), that at laft ftie called to 
me, and faid. Nay, hold Mr. Johnfon, and 
do not nnake a farce of thanking God 
for a dinner which in a few minutes you 
will proteft not eatable." 

When any dilputes arofe between our 
married acquaintance however, Mr, John- 
fon always fided with the hufband, * * whom 
(he faid) the woman had probably pro- 
voked fo often, fhe fcarce knew when or 
how Ihe had difobliged him firft. Wo- 
men (fays Dr. Johnfon) give gres^t 
offence by a contemptuous fpirit of non- 
compliance on petty occafions. The 
.man calls his wife to walk with him in 
the fliade, and fhe feels a ftrange defirc 
juft at that moment to fit in the fun : he 
offers to read her a play, or fing her a 
fong, and ihe calls the children in to 
difturb them. Or advifes hinri to feize 
that oppiortuhity of fettling the family 
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accounts. Twenty fuch tricks will the 
-faithfuUeft wife in the world riot refufe 
to play, and then look aftonifhed when 
the fellow fetches in a miftrefs. Board- 
ing-fchools were cftablifhed (continued 
he) for the conjugal quiet of the pa- 
rents : the two partners cannot agree 
which child to fondle, nor how to fondle 
them, fo they put the young ones to 
fchool, and remove the caufe of con- 
tention. The Httle girl pokes her head, 
the mother reproves her Ihafply : Do not 
mrnd your mamrna, fays the father, rny 
dear, but do your own way. The mo- 
ther complains to me of this : Madam 
(faid I), your hulband is fight all the 
while i he is with you but two hours qf 
the day perhaps^' and then you teize him 
by making the child cry. Are not ten 
hours enough for tuition ? And are the 
hours of pleafure fo frequent in life, thai; 
when a man gets a couple of quiet ones to 
fpend in familiar chat withhis wife, they 
fpyft bcpoifaned by petty nf>ortifi<:ations ? 
1^4 
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Put milTey to fchoolj flic will learn to 
hold her head like her neighbours^ and 
you will no longer torment your family 
for wwt of other t4lk/' 

The vacuity of life had at forac early 
period of his life ftruck fo forcibly .on thp 
mind of Mr. Johnfon, that it became by re? 
peated impreflion his favourite hypothefis^ 
and the general tenor of his reafoniqgs 
commonly ended there, wherever they 
might begin* Such things therefore as 
other philofophcrs often attribute to va^ 
rious and contradiftpry caufcs, appeared 
to him uniform enough ; all was dpne to 
fill up the time^ upon his principle. I 
ufed to tell him, that it was like the 
Clown's anfwer in iUl's well that ends 
well, of *^Oh I^rd, Sir!" for that i| 
fuited every occafion. Qne man, for est-^ 
ample, was profligate and wild, as we cal) 
it, followed the girls, or fat ftill at the 
gaming-table. " Why, life muft be 
filled up (f^ys Johnibn), 9^d the mai^ 
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mho is not capable of intelledual plea- 

fures muft content himrelf with fuch 

as his fenfes can aflbrd/' Another was 

^ hoarder: "Why, a fellow nnuft do 

fomething $ and what fo eafy to a narrow 

tniad as hoarding halfpence till they turn 

into fixpences/'— Avarice was a vice 

againft which, however, I never much 

heard Mr. Johnfon declaim, till one re- 

prefented it to him connefbed with crueU 

ay, or fome fuch difgraceful companion, 

^' Do not (faid he) difcourage your chil* 

d«n frtm hoard bg, if they hare a taftc 

to it : whoever lays up his penny rather 

fli4n part with it for a cake, at Icaft is 

fiot the (lave of gro& appetite; and 

ifaews beifdes a preference always to be 

cftcem«d, of the future to the prefent 

ffiQtxuint. Such a mind may be made t 

good <mt% but the natural fpendthrift, 

who grafps his pleafun^s greedily and 

coarftly, and cares, for nothing but im- 

medijtte indulgence,, is very little t6 be 

valued above a negro/' We talked of 

h^dy Tariftocis;, who gri'evcd herfclf td 
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death for the lofs of her hufband— '^ She 
wa5 rich and wanted employment (fays 
Johnfon), fo (he cried till (he loft all 
power of reftraining her tears: other 
women are forced to outlive their huf- 
bands, who were juft as much beloved, 
depend on it ; hut they have . no time 
for grief : and I doubt not, if we had 
put my Lady Taviftock into a fmall 
chandler's fliop, and given her a nurfe- 
child to tend, her life would have been 
faved. The poor and the bufy have no 
leifure for fentimental forrow." We 
were fpeaking of a gentleman who ioved 
his friend — " Make him prime miriifter 
(fays Johnfon) and fee how long his 
friend will be remembered.** Bet he 
had a rougher anfwer for me, when I 
commended a fcrmon preached • by ^an 
intimate acquaintance of our own* at the 
trading end of the town. " What was 
the fubjeft. Madam (fays Dr. John- 
fon) ?" Friendftiip,, Sir (replied I). 
" Why now, is it not ftrange that a 
yrifc mah, like our dear little Eyans, 
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ihould take it in his head to preach on 
{uch, a fubjeft, in a place where no one 
fan be thinking of it ?" Why, what 
are they thinking upon. Sir (faid I) ? 
" Why, the men are thinking on their 
money I fuppofe, and the women are 
thinking of their mops/' 

Dr. Johnfon's knowledge and efteem 
of v^bat we call low or coarfe life was 
indeed prodigious ; and he did not like 
that the upper ranks fhould be dignified 
with the name of the world. Sir Jpfhua 
Reynolds faid one day, that nobody 
ware laced coats now^ and that once 
pvery body wore them. *^ See now 
(faysjohnfon) how abfurd that is; as 
if the bplk of mankind confiftcd of fine 
gentlemen that came to him to fit for 
their piftures. If every man who wears 
a laced coat (that he can pay for) was 
extirpated, who would mifs them ?*' 
With all this haughty contempt of gen- 
fility^ no pr^ifc was more welcpme to 
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Dr. Johnfoti than that vfhith he fd\d 
had the notions or manners of a gentle^ 
man : which charaftcr I hare heard him 
define with accuracy, and deftrlbe with 
elegance. " Officers (he faid) wertf 
falfely fuppofed to have the earriige of 
jgentlemcn j whereas no profeffion left ^ 
ftronger brand behind it than that of a 
ibidier ; and it was the eifence of a gen- 
tleman's character to bear the yifible 
Jhark of no profeffion whatever.'* He 
Once named IVfr. Berenger as the flan- 
dard of true elegance -, but fome one ob- 
jecting that he too much rcfertiblcd the 
gentleman in Cangreve*s comedies, Mr. 
Johnfon faid, ^* Weffluft fix them iipoil 
the famous Thomas lietvty, whoft 
manners were polifhed even to acme* 
hefs and brilliancy, though h^ l6ft but 
little in folid powci* of rcafdrting, and 
>ft genuine forte of mind.*' Mr; J<>hn^ 
fan had however an avowed and fcarccly 
limited partiality for all who bore the 
U^mtor boaited the alliance of ^ Aften 
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or a Hcrvcy ; and when Mr. Thrale 
once afked hiix> which had been the 
happicft period of his paft life ? he re-, 
plied, *' it was that year in which he fpenC, 
one whole evening with M— y Af«— n,. 
That indeed (faid he) was not bappr^ 
nefs, it was rapture; but the though tv 
^ of it fweetened the whole year." I muffc 
add, that the evening alluded to waa^ 
not paffed tete-h-teie^ but in a feleftr 
company, of which the prcfent Lord 
Killniorey was one. ^^ Molly (fays Dr. 
Johnfon) was a beauty and a fcholar,> 
and a wit and whig; and (be talked all 
in praife of liberty: and fo I made this 
epigram upon her — She was the lovelieft 
creature I ever faw ! ! ! 

Liber ut effe 'Veiim, fuajifti pulchr»Marm^ 
XJt maneam liber-^pulchra Maria^ njaU /*' 

Will it do this way in Englilh, Sir 
(faid I)? 

Perfuafions to freedom fall oddly from you; 
If fr€edaBGtw«feelc**^aif Mam, a4icul 
3 
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^' It will do well enough (replied he)j 
but it is tranflated by a lady, and the 

ladies never loved M y Af — r— n.'* I 

alked him what his wife thought of this 
attachnlent? "She was jealous to be 
fure (faid 'he), and teized me fdmetimes 
when I would let her 5 and one day, as 
a fortune-telling gipfey paffed us when 
we were walking out; in company with 
two or three friends in the country, Ihe 
made the wench look at my hand, but- 
foon repented her curiofity; for (fays 
the gipfey) Your heart is divided. Sir, 
between a Betty and a Molly: Betty 
loves you belt, but you take moft de- 
light in Molly's company : when I, 
turned about to laugh, I faw my wife 
was crying. Pretty charmer! flie had 
no reafon !" 

It was, I believe, long after the 
currents of life had driven him to a 
great diftance from this lady, that he 
fpent much of his time with Mrs. 
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F — zh — b— t, of whom he always Ipoke 
with efteem and tendernefs, and with 
a veneration very difficult to deferve* 
" That woman (faid he) loved her 
hulband as we hope and defire to be 
loved by our guardian angeL F — tz- 
h — b — t was a gay good-humoured fel- 
low, generous of his money and of his 
meat, and defirous of nothing but cheer- 
ful fociety among people diftinguiftied 
in fome way, in any way I think j for 
Rouffeau and St. Auftin would, have 
been equally welcome to his table and 
to his kindnefs : the lady however was 
of another way of thinking; her firlt. 
care was to preferve her hufband's foul 
from corruption ; her fecond, to keep his 
eftate entire for their children : and I 
owed my good reception in the family 
to the idea fhe had entertained, th^c 
I was fit company for F — tzh — b — t, 
whom I loved extremely. They dare 
not (faid fhe) fwear, and take other 
con verfation liberties before you.^* I • 
afked if her hufband returned her re- 
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gard ? " He felt her influence tod 
powerfully (replied Mr. Johnfon): no 
man will be fond of what forces him 
daily to feel himfelf inferior. She flood 
at the door of her Faradiie in Derby- 
lhire> like the.aagel with the flaming 
fwordy to keep the devil at a diilance. 
But ihe was not immortal^ poor dear! 
ihe died^ and her huiband felt at once ^ 
aSli^ed and rclcafed." I enquired if 
fhe was handfome ? " She would have 
been handfome for a queen (replied the 
pancgyrift); her beauty had more in it 
of majefty than of attraftion, more of the 
dignity of, virtue than the vivacity of 
wit.'* The friend of this lady, Mifs 
B-^^thhy, fucceeded her in the manage- 
ment of Mr. F — 12^— b— t's family, and 
in the eftcem of Dr. Johafon ; though 
Ktq told me (he puibcd her piety to 
bigotry, her devotion to enthufiafm; 
that ihe fomewbat difqualified herfelf 
for the duties o£ this life, by her perpe- 
tual afpiratjoas after the »exi : fuch was . 
however, the purity 0:f her miad^ be faid^ 
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and fuch the graces of her manner,^ 
that L4ord Lyttelton and he ufed to 
ftrivc for her preference with an cmula^ 
tion that occafioned hourly difgufty and 
ended in lading animofity. " You may 
fee (faid he to me, when the Poets 
Lives were printed) that dear B — thby 
is at my heart ftill. She would deKght 
in that fellow Lyttelton's company 
though, all that I could do ; and I can^ 
not forgive even his memory the pre- 
ference given by a mind like her's/* 
I ihave heard Baretti fay,, that :when 
this lady died,. Dr. Johnfon was almofk 
difl:ra£ted with his grief j and that the 
friends about him had much ado to 
calm^ the violence of his emotion. Dr. 
Taylor too related once: to Mr. Thrafc 
and me, that when he loft his wife, the 
negro Francis ran away, though iti the 
middle of the night, to Weftminfter, to 
fetch Dr. Taylor to his matter, .who was 
all but wild with excefs of forrow, Stnd 
fcarcc knew him when he arrived: after 
M 
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fome minnteb howeTer» the doAor pio^ 
pofed their going to prayersi sis tbfc ooljr 
ratiofld method of cahning.the diforddr 
this misfortune had occaGioned in both 
their fpirits. .Timc^ and refignjition to 
ihe will of God^ cured every brca(:h in 
hh heart . before I made acquaiiKance 
with him^ though he always perfifted in 
iaying be never rightly recovered the 
iofs of his wife. It is in aUa(ion to her 
lha( he records the obfervation of a 
female critic^ as he cells her, in Gay's 
tiife ; and the lady of great beaaty and 
tlegance, mentioded in the cKticifim 
tipon Pope's epitaphs> was Mife Molly 
Afton* The pcrfoa fpoken of In his 
ftridturc* upon Young*s poetry, is the 
writer of thefe Anecdotes, to whokn he 
likewite addrefled the foUofwing vhfer 
when he was in the Ifle of Sky with 
Mr, Bofwclk The letters written in his 
jotirnty, I ufed to tell hiai> were bet- 
ter than, the printed book; and kt Was- 
not diipleWed tat mj having taken, tl^ 
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jJa^tis to copy them aH over. Here h the 
JLatinodet 

fermi9 tnras^ nii nudm P9p^ 
Saxeds mi/at nehuli$ ruinas^ 
f#rv« «M rldii^Jterikf toknt 

Inter trroris /akhro/n longt^ 

Inter ignoUf firepkus kf^fel^, 

^met modii mcuMt fmd t^at peftiro 

TJ^aket^dsF 

*" •" Seu 'viri <uras fia mtfUf muk^f 

Seufovet nuaerfiidem benign^^ 
Sis^fi cum librit novitmte fafcit 

^dula fiUHiem : 

Sit memor mfirt^ fideifu» mereetf 
Stet/idas t^nfians^ merk^pti kUmdHm 
npM^ H/i4mt pefittmMt nkmm 

MAmra Ski^. 

On another'occaQon I can boaft vcrfes 
from Dr. Johnfon, — As I went into his 
room the morning of my bixth-day <»ice^ 
and faid to bim> NobcuH^^iendafn^any 

M 2 
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iccrfes* now, bccaufe I am five-and-thirty- 
years old 5 and Stella was fed with theiiv 
till forty-fix, I remember. My being 
juft recovered from illnefs and confine- 
ment will account for the mani^r in 
which he" burft out fuddenly, for fo he 
did withQut the leafl: previous hcfKation 
whatfoever, and without having enter- 
tained the fmalkft intention towards it 
half a minute before : 

Oft in danger, yet aKve^ 
We are come to thirty-five ^ 
Long may better years arrive. 
Better years than thirty-five. 
Could philofophers contrive 
Life to ftop at thirty-five, 
Time his hours ftiould never drfve 
O'er the bounds of thirty-five. 
High to foar, and deep to dive. 
Nature gi^es at thirty-five. 
Ladies, dock and tend your hive. 
Trifle not at thirty-five : 
For however we boaft and ftrlve^ 
Life 'df cli?ies frcun thiipty-five : 
He that ever hopes to thri^ 
Muft begin by thirty-five ; 
And all who wifely wiihxo wive- 
•; Muft look on Thrale a^ tjiirty«»&»c^ 
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* *f And now (faid he, as I was writing 
' them down), you may fee what it is to 

* come for poetry to a Diftionary-maker ; 
you may obferve that the rhymes run in 
alphabetical o^derexadly/'-r*— And fo 
they do. 

Mr. Johnfon did indeed poffefs an 
almoft Tufcan power of improvifation : 
when he called to my daughter, who was 
confulting with a friend about a new 
gpwn and drefTed hat fhe thought of 

* wearing to an affembly, thus fuddenly, 
while fhe hoped he was not* liftenlng to 
their converfation. 

Wear the gown,' and wear the tat. 
Snatch thy pleafures while they laft; 

Hadft thou nine lives like a cat. 
Soon th(>fe nine lives would'tc paft. 

It is impoffible to deny to fuch little 

•jillies the 'power oSf-the.Fldren tides, who 

"do not permit their yerfts to be ever 

•Written down though they ofcep dcfcrvc 

it; becaufe, a& they:(xjireft:it, ^ cofij^pct'^ 

*4ircbbi la p9ca ^hrh. 

M 3 
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Am for -cmnflatioASy we Aikd to mdce 
him fometimcs run off* with one or turo 
in a good humour. He was praUing this 
ibng of ^ecaibifio, 

Dtif9 Jifisetrmi ^ftm^ 
La/da i fifpetti tuoi^ 
Norn mi turb^ cenfuefi^ 
Holt/to dmUfar : 
CU tinamnn mdii 
Jmf^ffiM 4^ firhar fide I 
Chi Jempre itiganno nffeitOf 
JitUtt'a ad ingaunat* 

<^ Should you like ic in Englilh ((ai4 
ht) thus?'* 

Would you hope tq ffta fttf kft«t# ' 
Bui I^QUr teid&g doubts depart $ 
He wlix) Uk^dly trails* w31 find 
Faith from tJtrj £(aetx>us xniad ; 
Va iKk« ftiU e3cpea:s deiccit;* 
Only teaches how to cheats 

Mr% ftinetd eoncdl him U]ce#ife 4tt 
dxr atStreathtm out of a traofliitton of 
Emiretii'k fptech to the £dfe ooortier 
Aqulleimj and it h probabif pontod 
before now^ as I thinlt two or thret 
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-people took copies ; but perhaps it has 
.^ipt their memories^ 

Ah ! tu in corte iwvse^hiajfi, e giurerei 
Ch Jtm i foehi non fit Unact ancor^ 
Veil* tmtica 9ntfth : quando iij<ignat 
Saprai feremo in *o^ho 
Fmziggiare im nemico ; acctb lu cadn^ 
jiprirgU innanzi un frtcsfixio^ i poi 
Piangtrne la caduta, Offrirti a tutti 
JS non ijjkr cbe tuo ; di falfe hdi 
Vtftir ii aunfit ^d mggrmjof h t^lpM 
Ntlfgrmi la dif^fit og^pr dal Srffto , 

/ ineni allonianar } d^ogni taftigp 
. La/ciarPodio.aJlo/cettra,ed*ogntdpnq 
II merit ujkrpar : tener nafcofti 
SitH im seek 4^pair4ms MM tmpifi fine^ 
f^€ /fA^ri^^ €h§ fyi^ ^fMi r^ip^ 

Grown 6ld in courts, thon art not furelf One 

Who keeps tbe rigU rules of ancknt lioobur; 

Well iktU'd to fiK>t^ ^. &e lidtli lcx)ks cf kindaefti 

To fink the fatal precuMce before him^ 

And then lament his fall with feemmg fnendfhip^ 

i^pen to ally true only to thjfelf j 

•.Thou know'ft thofe arts which blaflwith envipus 

praUe, "' - 
vfjilcb nggniTBte- a ikdt vidi feigQc'd.citcSKS^ 
:Agod drpe diicpuatei^c'd virtife ffpa^;the thsooep 
•ll^t* leave the t^ano^^f rigour (o th^ prince, 
M 4 ' ' ■ 
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And of his every gift ufurp the merit ; 
That hide in feeming zeaFa wicked purpofe. 
And only build upon another's ruin. 

Thefe charafters Dr. Johnfon however 
did not delight in reading, or in hearing 
of: he always maintained that the world 
was not half as wicked as it was rcpre- 
fcntedi and he might very well continue 
in that opinion^ as he rcfolutely drove 
from him* every ftory that could make 
him change it; and when Mr. Bicker- 
ftaflp's flight confirmed the report of his 
guilt> and my hufband faid in an£^er 
to Johnfon's aftonifhmenty that he had 
long been a fufpeded man: *^ By 
thofc who look clofc to the ground, dirt 
will be feen, Sir (was the lofty reply) : 
I hope I fee things from a greater dif- 
tance/' 

His defire to go abroad, particularly 
to fee Italy, was very great i and he had 
a longing wilh too to leave fome Latin 
verfes' at the Grand Chartrcux. He 
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ioved indeed the' very aft of travelling 
'and I cannot tell how far one might have 
taken him in a carriage before hei.MFOuM 
have'wiflicd for rcfreflinfienr,..^;He:.wa8 
^therefore in fqme refpedts an admirable 
cooipanion on the road, as: he '.piqued 
himfclf upon feeling no inconvenience, 
and 6n dcfpifing: qo' ajcconimodations. 
On the. other hand however, he^^xpcfted 
jio one elfc to feel: any, and felt exr- 
x?eedm]gly inflamed with anger if any One 
jCQn)pLained of the rain, the fun, or the 
^uft, ** How, (faid he) do other people 
Jbearthcm? As for general uncafinefs, 
or complaints of long confinement in a 
carriage, he canfidered all, lamentations 
lon ttjeif account as proofs of aa ^jijp^y 
headv^tid atongue^d^'rOus to talfe li<rkh- 
but materials of eon verfation. - **^ A mil! 
that^* goes without gnfl^- (laid ' hft) is '^ 
^od^fli aomp^nioA' as-fbch creatures,'^ o. I 

;^ r.pitied a friend' b^re,him> »who had 
a whining wife that found every, thing 
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painful M her^ aa4 nothing iiteaOiig*^ 
<< He doci ihh: kaMF thftt ibe wbitipfrs 
((kfi Jobafoo) I when a door hi$ tm^ktd 
for a fortnight togedier^ you nay obfenrc 
«~the maflsr will fcareeijr give fixpcftce 
eo get it oiled/' 

Of another kdfs more infipid than 
offenfire^ I once heard him faj^, ^^ She 
hat fome ibftQc& indeed^ but ib ha& a 
pillow/V And when ooe obrenrc4 in r^ 
plf^that her hu(band*s fidelity ai^ u^ 
tachment were exemplar/^ notwithftand* 
ing this low account at which her pcr^ 
feftioas were rated—** Why Sir (cries 
the Do6tor)» being married m tfao& 
fleepy^finiled womefi| is juft like pltfing 
at f;ard$ibr nothing; no paflion Mexpued, 
nnd die^ time k fUkd up« J 4^ niK 
hpwrver envy a fellow one p( thofe 
honcy-fiiekle wives for my p»U » i^^r 
are but cnefers at bcft^ and commonly 
6e&Poj the tree tfacy fo tendcrlj clti^ 
afcoat/' i 
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• For ^ Isdy of qualk]r» fince dead, irJio 
|«<Qeited \t% tc her fauiband's feat in 
Walos with kfs atxcAtion than he had 
long been accuOxxncd co^ he had a 
rougher deoaneiation ; ^^ That woman 
(cries Johnfon) is like four fmallt-beer^ 
the beverage of her uble> and produce 
•f the wpeccbed cotintiy &e lives in : 
like that, flie could^ never have bl^ejQ a 
fP>od thingj and even that bad thing is 
fpoikd.** This was in che fame veiB ^ 
^fperit^i and I believe with fomethitig 
fike the fame provocation, that he ob- 
fefved of < Scotch lady, « thatlheTc- 
ifembled a dead nettle; were ihe alive 
(faid he), ihe would fting/' 

Mr. Johnfon's hatred of the Scotch is 
fo well known, and fo many of his ions 
fnots expreffive of that hatred have been 
already repeated in fo many bipoks and 
pamphlets, that 'tis perhaps fcarcely 
TBTorth while to write down the converfa* 
ti9R between him and a friend of thai 
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oarioh who always refidcs in London, 
and who at his. return from the Hebrides 
aflccd him, with a fkm tone of voice. 
What he thought of his country? ^^ That 
it is a very vile country to be fure. Sir,*' 
^retul-4icd - for • anfwer Dr. Johhfon.) 
Well, Sir! replies the other fomewhat 
mortified, God niade it. *^ Certainly he 
^id (anfwcrs Mr. Johnfon again); but 
vfc muft always remember that he made 
it for- Scotchmen, and comparifons arc 
odious, Mn S -, but God made hell. -* 

* Dr. -Johnfon did not-I think much de- 
li-ght in that kind of converfatio'n which 
confifts in telling ftories: " every body 
(faid, he) tells ftories pf. me, and I tell 
ftories of nobody. I do not recoiled 
(added he), that iHave ever toldyouy that 
have been always fayourites, above three; 
ftories i but I hope I do not play the 
Old Fool, and force people to hear unin- 
ferefting. narratives, only becaufe I. once 
was diverted with them nriyfelf/'' He 
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was however an enemy to that fort 06 
talk from the famous Mr. Foote, '* whofc 
happinefs of manner in relating was-fuch 
(he faid) as fubdued arrogance and' 
roufcd ftupidity : His ftories were truly- 
like thofe of Biron in Love's Labour 
Loft, fo very attraftive. 

That aged ears plajr'd truant wlth^his tales, 
* And younger hearings were quite ravifli'd ; 
So fweet and voluble was his difcourfe. 

Of all converfers however (added 
he), the late Hawkins Browne was the 
moft delightful with whom I ever was 
in company: his talk was at orice^fo 
elegant, fo apparently artlefs, fo purcV 
and fo pleafing, it feemed a perpetual 
ftream of fcntiment, enlivened by gaiety^ 
and fparkling with images." 'Wheal- 
afked Dr. Johnibn, who was the^^^.mat^ 
he had.eyer known? "Pfalrnanazar," 
was the. unexpefted reply : he feid, like-s 
wife, " that though a native of France, aa 
his fri?nd imagined, he ppffefled naore 
of the Engliih language than any one oC 
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the other fereigners who had ibpciratelf 
hWen In hU way. Though there waar 
much cfteem howcrer, there waa I bcA 
lieve but little corliidente between them V 
they GQiiTerfed merely about gtoeral 
topics^ religion and learnings of whtclkf 
both were undoubtedly ftupendous ex- 
amples ; and» with regard to true Chrift- 
ian' perfection, I have heard Johnibn 
fay, " That George Pfalmanazar's piety, 
penitence, and virtue exceeded almoft 
what we read as wonderful even in the 
livts of faints/* 

I forget in what yczr .it was that 
this extraordinary perfon lived and 4i^ 
at a houfe in Qld-ftreet, where . Mr« 
Johnfon was witncfs to his talents and 
virtues, and to his final preference of 
the church of England, after having 
ftudied> difgraccd, and adorned fo many 
modes of worlbip. The name he went 
by, "was not fappofed by his friend to 
be that of hia family,' but all enqwiriet 
were vain ; his reaibna for concealing^hisl 
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original were penitentiary \ he dcfenred 
ng other name th4tn that of the inopoftor, 
he faid*. That portion of t^e Univerfal 
lliftory which was .written by liicna does 
90t feem tp me to be composed with 
peculiar ipirit> but all traces of the wit 
and the wanderer were probably worn 
put before he tmdcrtook the work,---* 
His pious and patient endurance of a 
tedious illnefsi ending in an exemplary 
death, confirmed the ftrong impreffioit 
his na^erit had nwle upon the mind of 
Mn Johnfon. *' It is fo* vtfy difficult 
(faid be» always) for a fick man not to 
I>e a fcoundreK Oh 1 let the pUlows foft^ 
litre is Mr. Grumbler o'coming : Ah I 
Jlet no air in for the world» Mf. GrumUer 
will be facte prefently/* 

This perpetual preference is fo oflTeodire 
where the privileges of ficknefs are befides . 
fii^ported by wealthy and liouriibed by de<« 
jpendencci that one cannot much wonder 
that a rough n^ind is revoked fay them. 
It was however at once comical and 
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i^uchant (zi the FrtticH cail it), to'ob-* 
fervc Mr. Johnfon fo habitually watcb-^ 
^ul againft this fort of behaviour, that- 
lie was often ready to fufpeft himfelf of 
it; and when one afked him gently, hb\^ 
he did ?— .'^ Ready to become a fcoundreil> 
Madam (would' commonly be the an- 
Iwer) : with a little more fpbiling you 
will, I think, make me a complete rafcal.'* 

His de^fire of doing good was not how-' 
€f er leffened by his averfion to a fick 
chamber i. he would have made an • ill 
man well by any expence or fatigue of 
his own, fooner than any of the canters* 
Canter indeed was he non€ : he wbuld 
forget to afk people after the health 
of their neareft relations, and fay in ex- 
cufe, " That he knew they did not care : 
•why* iiiould' they? (fays he 5) every 
one in this world has as much as they 
can da in caring forthemfelves, and few 
'have i^ilure really to think of their neigh- 
•bours <)iftreffcs,^ however they* may de*- 
'light their" tongues with talking of them;'*^ 
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The natural depdfavkjr :<^ teahkbd 
fm4 remains of original fin were fo fbccd 
in Mr. Johnfon's opbion, that. he waa 
iadeed a mod: acute obferver of their 
effects s and lifed to fay. fomctimes^ 
half in jeil: half in.t4rliefty that tbef 
were the ren^ains of his old Ctttoi* Mand^« 
vilje's inftru£tions« As a bool^L how« 
ever^ he took care always loudly tp a)n<*> 
demn the Fable of the Bee^i but not 
without adding, ^^ that it waa ^e work 
of a thinking aian," 

I have in former days heard Dr, C0I-, 
lier of the Commons loudly condemned 
for uttering fentiments, which twenty 
years after I have heard as loudly ap* 
plauded from the lips of Dr. Jfohnfon^ 
concerning the well-known writer of that 
celebrated work : but if people will live 
long enough in this capricious worlds 
fuchinftances of partiality will fhock them 
lefs and lefs» by frequent repetition. Mr* 
Johnfoa knew mankind^ and wilbed td 
N 
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mend thebif : he therefore, to the piety 
and pure religion, theuntainted integrity, 
and fcrupulous morals of my carlieft 
and nioft'xiifinterefted friend, judicioufly 
contrived to join* a cautious attention to 
the capacity of his hearers, and a pru- 
dent- ref^lution not to leffcn the influ- 
ence- of his learning -and virtue, by ca- 
fual' freaks of humouri and irregular 
ftarts of ill-managcdnfiefrimcnt. He did 
not wiih to confound,' but to inform his 
auditors ; and though he did not appear 
to folicit benevolence, he always wifhed 
to refaih authority, and leave his com- 
pany imprefled with the idea, that it 
was his to teach in this world, and theirs 
to learn. What wonder then that all 
Ihould receive with docility from John- 
fon thofe doftrines, . which propagated 
by Collier they drove away from them 
with ' ftiouts ! Dr. Johnfon was not 
grave' hpwdVer becaufe he knew not 
how to be nierry. No man loved laugh- 
ing^ better,' 'and his vein of hximour 
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Vras rich, and apparently inexhauftible ; 
though Dr. Goldfmith faid once to him. 
We Ihould change companions oftcner, 
we exhauft one another^ and fhall foon 
be both of us worn out. Poor Gold- 
fmith was to him indeed like the earthen 
pot to the iron one in Fontaine*s fables ; 
it had been bettfer for bim perhaps, 
that they had changed companions 
oftener j yet no experience of his anta- 
gonift's ftrength hindered him from con- 
tinuing the conteft. He ufed to remind 
me always of that verfe in Berni, 

Jl po^erjumo cbe nou/en* era accorto^ 
Anda^va comhattemio^-'ed era mertOm 

' Mr. Johnfon made him a comical an« 
fwcr one day, when feeming to repine at 
the fucccfs of Beattie's Effay on Truth — 
<^ Here's fuch a ftir (faid he) about a 
fellow that has written one book, and I 
have written many.'' Ah, Doftor (fays 
his friend), there go two- and- forty fix- 
pcnces you know to one guinea. 
N2 
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They had fpcnt an evening with Eaton 
Graham tooj I remember heEriflg it wai* 
at fome tavef n i his heart Was o|)enj and 
he bcpin ihviting away^ told what be 
cditld do to m^ke his college agrteable^ 
and begged the vifit fnight not be de- 
layed. Goldfmith thanked him, and 
propofed fetting Out with Mr, Johnfon 
for Buckinghamshire in a fortnight i 
" Nay hpld> Dr* M>«^; (fays the other)i 
I did notji^vitt you." 

Many fuch mortifications arofe in the 
courfe of their intimacy to be fure, but 
few more laughable thah \^hen the newf- 
papers had tacked them together as the 
pedant and his flatterer in Love*s Labour 
loft. • Dr. Goldfmith came to his friend^ 
fretting and foaming, and vowing ven** 
geance againil the printer, &c. till Mr^ 
Johnfon, tifed of thb buftle, &nd dt- 
firous to think of fomething elfe, cried 
out at laft, " Why, what would'ft thdU 
have, dear Do£karI who the plague is 
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iHtft with iU. this nonf^nfc? and how i$ 
a mitn the wprfc I wonder ia his hralth, 
puffe, 0r di4Pit4ker, for being called 
HdefemcsV I do not know (rcpliffs 
thf Qtb€f) how you may rriilh bring 
qalli^ Hobf^rn^a, by( I do not liki? at 
legft tp play G^dm^M Onlh 

Dr, Johnfon was indwdfamoy^ for 4if- 
regarding pubJic Rbufe. When tl^ peo- 
ple eritiqifed and anfwcrcd hi^ p^n^-r 
iphlete, papers^ &c. " Why iiqw, thefc 
fellows are pnly advcrtifxng my bpok 
(he wgyld fay) i it i$ f«rely ^cttpr .» m^n 
flipyld W abufed thjn fprgp;?«p," Whf n 
Churchill nettled hin^ however, it i& cf r.- 
tadn he felt the fting, or that poet's works 
would hardly have been left que of tbp 
cditioi). Of that however | have np 
right, tp decide I the bopHfeHf rs per- 
haps did not put Churchill Qo thfir lift* 
I know Mr. Jphn^QO waj exceedingly 
jealous to declare hQw very Uttle he 

^^d to do with the fele4kion» Churchill's 

N3 
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works too might poflibly be rcjcftcd by 
him upon a higher principle ; the higbefb' 
indeed^ if he was infpired by the fame 
laudable motive which made him rejedb 
every authority for a word in his diftio- 
nary that could Only be gleaned from 
writers dangerous to religion or mora<r 
lity — *^ I would not (faid he) fend 
people to look for words in a book, 
that by fuch a cafual feizure of the' 
mind might chance to miflead it for 
ever/* In confequence of this delicacy, 
Mrs. Montague once obferved. That were 
an angel to give^ the imprimatur^ Dr. 
JoKnfon*s works were among thofc very 
few which would not be leflened by a 
line. That fuch praife from fuch a lady 
fhould delight him, is not ftfange ; in- 
fenfibility in a cafe like that, mull have 
been the refult alone of arrogance a&- 
ing on ftupidity, Mr. Johnfon had 
indeed no diflike to the commendations 
which he knew he deferved : " What 
fignifies protefting fo againft flattery 
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(would he cry)! when ap^rfon fpeaks 
well of one, it muft be either true or 
falfe, you know; if true, let us rejoice- 
in his good opinion i if he lies, ir is a 
proof at leaft that he loves more to 
pleafe me, than to fit filent when he 
need fay nothing/' 

That natural roughnefs of his man-" 
ner, fo often mentioned, would, not-* 
withflanding the regularity of his no-* 
tions, burft through them all from time 
to time J and iie once bade a very cele- 
brated lady, who praifed him with too 
much zeal perhaps, or perhaps too 
ftrong an emphafis (which always of- 
fended him), *' confider what her flattery 
was worth before flie choaked bim with 
it/* A few more winters pafled in the 
talking world fhewed him the valu6 of 
that friend's commendations however i 
and he was very forry for the difgufting 
foccch he made her. • . 

N4- 
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I tifed to tkiok Mr. Johnfon'i letter ^ 
mined preference of a cold monotonous 
uMtet over 4n emphaticgl and vioknt 
Qpc^. would make him quite a favourite 
among the men of ton, whofc initnfi^i'^ 
lity, or affeftation of perpetual calmheft* 
certainly did not give to him the offence. 
it does to many. He loved " converfation 
without effort (he faid) ;" and the enco- 
miums I have heard him fo often p^^ 
iK>unee on the manners of Topham 
Beauckrc in iociety, conftantly ended 
in that peculiar praife^ that *< it was 
without effort/* 

We were talking of Richardfon wha 
wrote Clarifia : *' You think I love flat^ 
texy. (fays Dr. Jphnfon)^ and fg I do ^ 
but a little too much always difgufts me; 
that fellow Richardfon> on the contrary^ 
could not be contented to fai} quietly 
down xhfi ftrf aoi of reputation^ without 
longing to tafte the froth from every 
ftrokeof theoar." 
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.• With regard to flight infults from 
f^twfpaper abu(^, I have aireadjr declared 
hifi notion! : ^' They fting one (fays he) 
buc gs a fly ftiogs a horfc ; and the eagle 
^Ul «W catch flies/* He once told me 
howeveTj that Cgmoiyns the famous 
Qi^akeri wbofe friendihip h? valued very 
highly, fell 4 facrifiQc to th^ir infults, 
haviog deeUr^d on his death-bed to Dr. 
Johnfon, that %h^ p*ih of an anonymous 
letter, writtcii in fome of the common 
prints of th^ day, fattened on his heart, 
and threw him into the flow fever of 
which he died* 

Nor was Cummy ns the only valuable 
ni^mber fo loft to fpciety: (Jawkef- 
wortb^ the pious, the virtuous, and the 
wife, for want of that fortitude which 
cafts a fliield before the merits of his 
friend, fell a lamented facrificc to wan- 
lon mglice and cruelty, I know not how 
provoked ; by t all in turn feel the laih 

©f ccnfure in a country where, asevery 

8 
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baby is allowed to carry a whip, no per- 
fon can efcape except by chance. The 
unpubliihed crimes,' unknown diftrefles, 
and even death itfelf, however, daily 
occurring in lefs liberal governments 
and lefs free nations, foon teach one to 
content one's felf with fuch petty griev- 
ances, and make one acknowledge that 
the undiftinguiftiing feverity of newf- 
paper abufe may in fomc meafure dimi- 
nifh the diffufion of vice and folly in 
Great Britain, and while they fright de- 
licate minds into forced refinements and 
afitfted infipidity, they are ufeful to the 
great caufes of virtue in the foul, and 
liberty in the ftatc; and though fenfibi- 
lity often finks under the roughnefs of 
their prefcriptions, it would be no good 
policy to take away their licence. 

Knowing the ftate of Mr, Johnfon's 
nerves, and how eafily they were affedled, 
I forbore reading in a new Magazine 
one day, the death of a Samuel Johnfon 
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'vrho expired that month ; but my com- 
panion fnatching up the book> faw it 
himfelf, and contrary to my cxpcfta- 
tion— "Oh (faid he)! I hope Death 
will now be glutted with Sam. John- 
fons, and let me alone for fome time to* 
come : I read of another namefakc's 
departure laft week." — Though Mr. 
Johnfon was commonly afFcfted even to 
agony at the thoughA of a friend's 
dying, he troubled himfelf very little 
with the complaints they might make to 
him about ill health. " Dear Doftor 
(faid he one day to a common acquaint- 
ance, who lamented the tender ftatc of his 
infide)^ do not be like the fpider, man 5 and 
fpin converfation thus inceffantly out of 
thy own bowels." — I told him of another 
friend who fuffered grievoufly with the 
gout — " He will live a vaft many years 
for all that (replied he), and then what 
fignifies how much he fuffcrs ? but he 
will die at laft, poor fellow, there's the 
inifcry 5 gout feldom takes the fort by 4 
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C0up*de-m4in> but turning the fiege i^CQ 
a blockade, obliges it to furrendcr at 
difcrcriofi/' 

A lady he thought^wcU of, was difor- 
dered in her health-^" What help has 
(he called in (enquired Johnfon) ?V Dr, 
Jancies, Sir -, was the reply, " What i$ 
h«r diftafc ?'* Oh^ nothing pofitive, ra- 
ther 9- gradual and gentle decline, ^^ Sha. 
will die then, pretty dear (anfw«cd he) j 
When Dcath's.palc horfe runs ^way with 
perfoni pn full fpfed, an aftivc phyft^ 
cian may ppflibly give them a turn j b«t 
if he carries them on an even flow pace,, 
down hill too I no care nor fl^ill can f^va 
thencil" 

• When Garrick was on his Uft fick-r 
bed, no argunients, or recitals of fucH 
fads 4s I hud heard, would perfuade Mr, 
Johnfon of his danger : he h^d preppfir 
fefled hin)felf with a notion, that to f^y 
Ik man was fi$:k, wa^ yery near wi(hing 
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him foi and few things offended him 
more, than progfiofticating even the 
death of an ordinaiy acquaintance. " Ay, 
ay (faid he). Swift knew the wcirld 
pretty well, when he faid, that 

Some dire misfortune to portend, 
Nb enemy can matdi a friend." 

The danger then of Mr. Garrick, or 
of Mr. Thrale, whom he loved better^ 
was an image which no one durft pre- 
fent before his views he always perfifted 
in th^ poffibility and hope of their reco- 
vering diforders from which no hunian 
cpeatures by human means alone ever did 
recover* His diftrefs for their, lofs wat 
fox that Very re«fon poignant to ^xcefsi 
but hh fears of his own falvation vrert 
excelfive : his truly tolerant fpirit, and 
Chriftian charity, which bcfetb all things^ 
and beUtvetb all things^ made him rely 
fecurely on the fafety of his friends, 
while his eartiefl: afpiration after a blefied 
immortality made hioi cautious of liis 
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own ftcps, and timorous concerning 
their confequences. He knew how niuch 
had been given, and filled his mind 
with fancies of how much would be 
required, till his imprcflcd imagination 
was often difturbed by them, and his 
health fuffered from the fenfibility of his 
too tender confcience: a real Chriftian 
h/o apt to find his tafk above his power 
of performance! 

Mr. Johnfon did not however give 
into ridiculous refinements either of {pe- 
culation or praftice, or fuffer himfelf to 
bedcluded by fpecious appearances, ^^f 
have had duft thrown in my eyes too 
^.ften (would he fay), to be blinded fd. 
Let us never confound matters of belief 
with matters of opinion/' — Some one 
urged, in his prefence the preference of 
hope topoffeflion; and as I remember, 
produced an Italian fonnet on the fub- 
je£t. ''Let us not (cries Johnfon) amufc 
ourfelves wi th fubdetie« and fonnets, when 



Digitized 



by Google 



' DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. I9I 

fpeaking about hope, which is the follower 
of faith and the precurfor of eternity j but 
if you only mean thofe air-built hopes 
which to-day excites and to-morrow will 
deftroy, let us talk away, and remem- 
ber th^t we only talk of the pleafu^es of 
•hope; we feel thofe of poffeffion, and 
no man in his fenfes would change the 
lafl: for the firft: fuch hope is a mere 
bubble, that by a gentle breath may be 
•blown to what fize you will almoft, but 
SI rough blaft burfts it at once. Hope 
IS art amufement rather than a good, 
and adapted to m>ne but very tranquil 
minds." The truth is, Mr. Johnfon 
hated what we call unprofitable chat j 
and to a gentleman who had differted 
fome time about the natural hiftory of 
the moufe — " I wonder what fuch a 
one would have faid (cried Johhfon), 
if he had ever had the luck to fee a 
lionr 

I well remember that at Brighthelm- 
ftone once, when he was not prefent. 
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Mr« Beauclerc afierted that he was afrahi 
of fpirits ; and I> who was fecrctly qifr 
fendcid at the charge, alfeed him, the firfl: 
opportunity I could find. What ground 
.h€f bad ever given to the world for fuch a 
report ? " I can (replied he) recoiled 
nothing nearer it, than my telling Dil. 
L.awrei>ce many years ago, that a long 
time aft^r my poor mother's dtuhy I 
heard hef voice call Sam /'' What anfwer 
did the doctor make to your ftory. Sir, 
faid I ? " None in the world, ''(replied 
^het) and fuddenly changed the conver- 
Jation. Now as Mr. Johnfon had a moft 
ufifh^ken faith, without any mixture of 
credulity, this ftory muft either have been 
ftfjaiy true, or his perfuafion of its truth 
the effcft of difordered fpirits. I relate 
the aftecdote precifely ts he told it me 3 
but could not prevail on him to draw 
,out the, talk into length for further Atif- 
faftion of my curiofity. 

As Johnfon was the firmed of believei^s. 
^without being credulous, fo he was the 



Digitized 



by Google 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSOK. ^ I93 

moft charitable of mortals without being 
what we call an aftive friend. Admi* 
rable at giving counfelj no man faw his 
way fo clearly 5 but he would not ftir a 
finger for the affiftancc of thofc to whom 
he was willing enough to give advice : 
befides tliat^ he had principles of lazi- 
nef&, and could' be indolent by rule. 
To hinder your death, or procure you. 
a dinner, I mean if really in want 
of one; his earneftnefs, his exertions 
could not be prevented, though health 
and purfe and eafe were all deftroyed 
by their violence. If you wanted a flight 
favour, you muft apply to people of other 
difpofitions $ for not a ftep would John- 
fon move to obtain a man a vote in a 
fociety, to repay a compliment which 
might be ufcful or pleafing,. to write a 
letter of requeft, or to obtain a hundred^ 
pounds a year more for a friend, who 
perhaps had already two or three. No 
force could urge him to diligence, no 
impprtunitf could conquer his refolu- 
O 
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tion of ftanding ftill* '^ What good am 
V9t doing with all this ado (would he 
fey}? dcarcft L.ady, kt's bear no more of 
k !" I have however mo*c than once in 
my life forced him on fuch fervices^ but 
with extreme diSculty^ 

We- parted sN: his door one CTeoing 
vben I had ttized him for many weeka 
fo write a recommendatory letter of a 
li(de h(Sf tohis.fchooi-mafter;. and after 
he had faithfully promifed Godo this pro«» 
digious feat befope we met again— Do not 
fiotget dear Dick Sir^ faid I^ a» he wene 
out of the Qoach : he twned back^ 
ftood ftill two minut«6 on the carriage^ 
ft6p — <« When I have written my fcftet 
for. Dick, I may hang myfelf, mayn't 
l?"«-^and turned away in a "^trf ill hu-* 
labour iodeod. 

Though apt enough to take fuddei> 
Ukings or averlions to peQp)e he^ Qcca^ 
fionally met^ h« wovld never h^y pro-t 
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fldiiiice npbn their cHarafterj and when 
feeing hrrti Juftly delighted With Solan* 
der*s eoAyci-fatioti, I obferved ohce that 
he was a man of great parts who talked 
from a full mind—*' It may be fo 
(faid Mr. Johnfon), bllt you Cannot 
know it yet, nor I neither i the pump 
Irorks well, to be fUre ! but ho#, I won- 
der, are we to decide in fo Very fhort an 
acquaintance, whether it is fupplicd by a 
fpringor a referroir?" — He always made 
a great difference in his clleem between 
talents and erudition; and when he faw a 
perfon eminent for literature, though 
wholly uhcohverfable, it fretted him. 
** Teaching fuch tonhJs (faid he to me 
one day), is like fettteg a lady'ff diamonds 
in lead, Mfhich only obfcufcs the luflfrft 
of the' ftorte, and makes the pofleffor 
afliamed oh't." Uleful and What we 
tall every-day knowledge had the ftiolt 
of hit juft praife. ** Left ydUf boy le^m 
•rifhmetlc dear' Rfedatn," Was his adtice 
to the mother <^f a iteh yoa%h«if : *^ hft 
O a 
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will not then be a prey to every rafcal , 
which this town fwarms with : teach 
him the value of money, and how to 
reckon it; ignorance to a wealthy lad of 
one-and-twenty, is only fo much fat to a 
fick fheep: it juft ferves to call the rooks 
about him.'*' 

And all that prey in vice Or follj^ 

Joy to fefe their quarry fly ; , 

Here the gamefler light and jolly,. 
There the lender grave and fly. 

Thefe improvifo lines, making part of ^ 
long copy of verfes which my regard for 
the youth on isvhofe birth-day they were 
written obliges me to fupprefs left they 
fhould give him pain, ihew a mind of furr 
prifing a6tivity and warmth; the more fp 
as he was paft feventy years of age when 
he compofed them: but nothing more 
certainly offended Mr, Johnfon, than the 
idea of a man's faculties (mental ones | 
mean) decaying by timej " It is not 
true, Sir (would he fay)i what a man 
could once do, he would always dQ, un^ 
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}efs indeed by dint of vicious indolence, 
and conlpliancG with the nephews an^i 
nieces who crowd round an old fellow, 
and help to tuck him in, till he, cpp- 
tented with the exchange of fame for 
cafe, e'en refolves to let them fet the 
pillows at his back, and gives no further 
proof pf his exiftence than juft tq fucl^ 
f he jelly th^t prolongs it/- 

For fuch a life or fuch a death Dr. Johnr 

fon was indeed never intended by Provi* 

dence : his mind was like a warm climate, 

which brings; every thing to perfeftion 

fuddenly and vigoroufly, not like the 

alembicated productions of artificial fire, 

which always l^etray the difficulty of 

fringing theqni forth when their fize h 

iiifproporpQuatc tp their flavour. 7<? 

f^rois un Roman toift comme un autre, mai^ 

la vie rCeft point un Roman, fays a far 

mous French writer; and thjs was fo 

pertainly the opinion of the Author of 

fhc Hamblpr, .that al) his cpnvcrfation 

O3 
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pK<;^pts |cqdc4 towawls thf (iifpcr0Qii 
9f roiiiantic id^a.s, and were chiefly \n^ 
;5n4c4 tQ projnote the cultivation of 

tf hat which, before thee lifs jxi, 4aUjr life. 

MiLTOIf. 

) 

And yfhen he talked of authprs^ hi^ 
pFaife wf^ntL f^ontanepuQy^ to fuch paf- 
fages as. are fyre in h|s awn phrafe td 
leave foip^thing beh.ipd them ulipful oq 
CQmmon occafions, qr qbfc^-v^t qf com* 
mpn manners. Fqr exampJe, it was ncjt 
the two fafi^ but the two frfi^ vplwmc^ 
of Glarifl^ that he prized | ^* For giv^ 
Hie a fick bed, and a dying lady ^faid 
he), and ril be pathetic myfelf : but 
Richardfon had picked the kernel of life 
(he faid), yrhile Fielding was contented 
with the hufk." It was not King Lear 
curfing his daughters, or deprecating th^ 
ftorm, that I remember hi* commenda- 
tions of 5 -byt lago's ingenious malice, 
and fubtle revenge 5 or prince Hal's 
gay com|)}iance T?ith the vices qf Faf* 
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ftaiF> whom he all along defpifed. Thoif 
plays had indeed no rivals in Jobnfoii'$ 
favour : *^ No man but Shakefpcarc (he 
faid) could have drawn Sir John." 

His manfitr of critieifing and com^ 
mending Addifon*s profc, was the fam6 
in converfation a* we read it in the 
printed ftriftures, and many of the ex- 
preffions ufcd hare htcrt heard to Ikli 
from him on comnK>h oceafions. Ttwa^ 
ffiotwichftandiog obfeivabie enough ^or I 
> iincied fo)> th«e he did nerer lifee^ 
though be aWa]^» fteught ^ to praiib 
It i and his praife* refcmbied chofe cf t 
man who exeols the feipcrtor elegance of 
high pavnted porcelain, while h^e him^ 
frlf always^ cbufes tcx eat tiSfiaii. 1 ceM 
him ioone day, and he Mil^r deified it 
iM>r appeared difplealisd. 

Of the pathetic m poetry Ite ttcter 
liked to fpeak> aAd the on^ ^afikgi^ F 
z^xi heard him a|^feud as* pikmetilarly' 

0'4-' ■ '- * * 
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tender in any common book, was Jane 
Shore's exclamation in the laft aft, 
. Forgive me ! but forgive me ! 

It was not however from the want of z^ 
fufceprible heart that he h^ted to cite 
jender exprcffions, for he was morq 
Arongly and more viqlently affcfted by 
the force of words rcprefenting ideas 
capable of afFcfting hini at all, ;han any 
other man in the world I believe ;, ^nd 
when he would try to repeat the cele- 
brated Proja Ecclefiaftka fro Mortuisy as 
\% is called, beginning Hies tr^e, DJe^ 
ilia, he coiild never pafs the ftanza end- 
ing thus, TuniHS labor non Jit cajfus^ 
n^ithou; , burfting into a flood of tears ; 
which ftofibility I ufed to quote againft 
him when he would iqvqigh againft de- 
votional poetry, .and proteft that all re- 
ligious verfes were cold and feeble, and 
uniBTorthy the fubjeft, iif hicI^ ought tQ be 
treated with higher reverence, be faidj 
than either poet^ or painter? could pr^- 
fiime to excite or bellow. Nor can any 
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thing be a ftronger proof of Dr. John- 
fon's piety than fuch an expreffion ; for 
his idea of poetry was magnificent in- 
deed, and very fully was he perfuadcd 
of its fuperjority over every other talent 
Ijeftowed by heaven on m^n. His chap- 
ter upon that particular fubjedl in his 
Raffelas, is really written from the ful- 
iiefs of his heart, and quite in hi? beft 
manner I think. I am not fo fure that 
jhis is the prqper place to mention hi$ 
writing that furprifiqg little yoluipe in a 
3veek or ten days time, iq qrd^r to pb- 
jtain money ft^r his journey to t^itchficld 
j^^hen his mother lay qppn her laft fickbed. 

Promptitude of thq^gbt indeed, and 
(juicknefs of expreffion, were among 
the peculiar felicities of Johnfon : his 
potions rofe up like the dragon's teeth 
|bwed by Cadmus all ready clothed, 
and in brigh^ armour too, fit for irnme- 
diate battle. He was therefore (as fome^ 
|)ody is faid to have exprcffed it) a trc* 
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mendous converfer, and few people 
ventured to try their fkill againft an an^* 
cagonift with whom contention was fo 
hopelefs. One gentleman however> whp 
dined at a nobleman's houfe in his com- 
pany and that of Mr. Thrale, to whom 
I was obliged for the anecdote^ was will^ 
ing to enter the lifts in defence of King 
William's charafter, and having oppofcd 
and contradiftcd Johnfon two or three 
times petulantly enough ; the mafter of 
the houfe began ta feel uneafy, and ex* 
peft difagrecable confequcnces : to aroid 
which he faid, loud enough for riic 
Do^or to hear. Our friend here has no 
meaning now i» all this» except jufl: to 
relate at club to-morrow how he teized 
johnfon at dinner to-day — this is alt to 
do himMf honour. No, upon my word, 
feplicd the other, I fee no henour m ir, 
whatever you may do. *' Well,. Sir f 
(returned Mr. Johnfon fternly) if you 
do not fee the honour^ I am fore I fiet 
tht difgraec.'^ 
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* ^ young fellow, kfs confident of hii 
own abilUies, lamenting one day thai 
he had loft all his Greek — *^ I believe 
it happened at the fame time. Sir ({aid 
Johnfon), that i loCk all my large eftate 
in Yorklhire." 

. But however roughly be might b« 
fudd^nly provoked to treat ^ harraleli 
exertion of vanity, he did not wifH 
to mfi\6t t^e pain he gave, and was 
foroetimes very ferry when he perceived 
the people to frhart more than they de^ 
ferved. How harfhly you treated that 
man to-day, faid I once, who harangued 
us fo about gardeningr— '^ I am forry 
(faid he) if I vexed the creature, fof 
there certainly is no harm in a fellow's 
rattling a rattle-box, only don't let him 
think that he thunders/'— -The Lincolrir 
Ihire lady who Ihewed. him a grotto fhe 
had been making, came off no better as 
I remember : Wpuld it not be a pretty 
fool habitation in fummer? faid flie^j 
? 
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Mr. Johnfon ! " I think it would, Ma^ 
dam (replied he), — for a toad." 

All defire of difliinftion indeed had a 
fure enemy in Mr. Johnfon. We met a 
friend driving fix very fmall ponies, and 
ftopt to admire them. *' Why does no- 
body (faid our dodor) begin the falhion 
of driving fix fpavined horfe$, all fpa- 
vintd of the fame leg ? it would have a 
mighty prptty efFeft, and produce, the 
diftinftion of doing fomething worfc 
than the common way.'* 

When Mr. Johnfon had a mind to 
compliment any one, he did it with 
more dignity to himfelf, and better effed^ 
upon the company, than any man. | 
can recolkft but few Jnftances indeed, 
though perhaps th^t may be more my 
fault than hi§. When Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds left the rgom one day, he faid<^ 
** There goes a "man not to be fpoile4 
by profperity.'' And when Mrs. Mqn-j 
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tagiie fhewed him fome China plates 
which had once belonged to Queen Eli- 
zabeth, he told her, " that they -had n6 
reafon to be aftiamed of their prefent 
poffeffor, who was fo little inferibr to 
the firft/' I likewifc remdnbet- that hi 
pronounced one day at mf hbufc a moft 
lofty panegyric upon Jones the Orien- 
talift, who feemed little pleafed with 
the praife, for what caufe I know not. 
He was not at all offended, when copn* 
paring all our acquaintance to fome ani-i 
mal or other, we pitched upon the ele-^ 
phant for his refemblance^ adding that 
the probofcis of that creature was like* 
his mind moft cxaftly, ftrong to buffet 
even the tyger, and pliable to pick up 
even the pin. The truth is, Mr. John- 
fon.was often good-humouredly willing 
to join in childilh amufements, and hated 
to be left out of any innocent merriment 
that was going forward. Mr. Murphy 
always faid, he was incomparable at 
buffoonery 5 and I vjcrily think, if he had 
8 
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had good eyes> and a fomi lefs Infle^ 
ible>. he would have made an admirable 
mintiic* 

He certainly rode on Mr- Thrale's 
old hunter with a good firmnefs^ and 
though he would follow the hounds 
fifty miles an end fometimes^ would 
ttevcr own himfelf cither tired or 
amufed* *• I have now learned (faid 
he), by hunting, to pet'ceive, that it is 
no diverfion at all, nor ever takes a man 
out ef himfelf for a moment: the dogs* 
have lefs fagacity than I could have 
prevailed on myfelf to fuppofe; and 
the gentlemen often call to me not to 
fide over them. It is very ftrange, and 
very melancholy, that the paucity of 
human pleafures ihould perfuade us ever 
to call hunting one of them/'— He was 
however proud to be amongft the (portf- 
men ; and I think no praife ever went 
fo clofe to his heart, as when Mr.. Ha-^ 
mikon called o\rt one day upon Bright-* 
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heloiAone Downs, Why Johnfon rides 
as well^ for aught I fee, as the moft 
illiterate fellow in England. 

Though Dr. Johnfon owed his very 
life to air and exercife,. given hint 
when his organs of refpiration could 
fcarcely play, in th« year 1766, yet he 
ever pcrfifted in the notion, that neither 
cf them had any thing to do with health. 
^ People live as long (faid he) in Pep- 
per-alley as on Salilbury-plain j and they 
live fo much happier, that an inhabitant 
of the firfl: would, if he turned cottager, 
ftarve his underftanding for want of con-r 
yerfation, and perilh in a ftate of mental 
inferiority.'' 

Mr. Johnfon indeed, as he was a very 
talking man himfelf, had an idea that 
j^iothing promoted happinefs fo much as 
converfation. A friend's erudition was 
commended one day as equally deep 
aitdftrohg— ^^* He will not talk Sir (wai 
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the reply ), fef his learning docs no good/ 
and his wit, if he has it, gives us no 
pleafure: out of all his boafted ftores I 
never heard him force but one word, 
and that word was Richard.*' With a 
conrtetnpt not inferior he received th6 
praifes of a pretty lady's face arid beha-- 
viour: " She fays nothirtg Sir (attfwcrs 
Johnfon) ; a talking blackamoor were, 
better than a white creature who adds, 
nothing, to life, and by fitting down be- 
fofe one thus defperately filent^ takes 
away the confidence one Ihould have ia 
the company of her chair if fhe were once 
out of it/'— No one ^as however lefs 
willing to begin any difcourfe than him- 
IHf : his friend Mr. Thomas Tyers faid, 
he was like the ghofts, who never fpeak' 
till they are fppken to : and he liked the 
cxpreffion fo well, that he often repeated" 
it. He had indeed no neceffity to lead 
the ftream of chat to a favourite chan- 
nel, that his fulnefs on the fubjedt might 
be (hewn more clearly, whatever was 
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the topic ; and he ufually left the choice 
to others. His informatioa beft en- 
lightened, his argument ftrengthened, 
and his wit made it ever remembered. , 
Of him it might have been faid, as he 
often delighted to fay of Edmund Burke, 
*^ that you could not ftand five minutes 
with that man beneath a (bed while it 
rained, but you muft be convinced you 
had been (landing with the greateft man 
you had ever yet feen*'* 

As we had been faying one day that 
no fubje£t failed of receiving dignity 
from the manner in which Mr* John* 
fon treated it, a lady at my houfe 
faid, (he would make him talk about 
love; and took her meafures accord*, 
ingly, deriding the novels of the day 
becaufe they treated about love* " It is 
^ot (replied our philofopher) becaufe 
they treat, as you call it, about love, but 
becaufe they treat of nothing, that they 
are defpicable : we muft not ridicule, a 
P 
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paffiqn which he who never felt ncvef 
W4S Iiappy> and he who laughs at never 
4eferTes to feel — a paffion which hay 
caufed the change of empires, and the 
lofs of. woi^ki»— a pafllon which has 
ififpired heroifm and fubdded avarice.** 
He thought fee had already faid too 
much, *' A pafllon, in Ihort (added he, 
with an altered tone), that confumes me 
away for my pretty Fanny here, and Ibe 
is very cruel (fpeaking of another lady 
in the room)/* He told us however in 
the courfe oT the fame chat, how his 
negro Fraacis had been eminent for his 
fncceft among the girls. Seeing us all 
kugh, ** I muft have you know, ladies 
(faid he), that Frank has carried the 
empire of Cupid further than moft men* 
When I was in Lincolnthire fb many 
years ago, he attended me thither; and 
when we returned home together, I 
found that a female haymaker had fol- 
lowed him to London for love/* Francis 
was indeed no finall favourite with his 
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hiifter, Who fetaSned however i prodi- 
giotra^ ihftucnce over his mbft violent 
paflionsk 

On the birth-day of our eldcft daugh- 
ter, and that of our friend Dr. John- 
fon, the 17 th and i8th of Septem- 
ber, we every year made up a little 
dance and fupper, ta divert our ftrvants 
and their friends, puttiiig the fiimmer- 
houfe into their hands for the two even- 
ings, to fill with acquaintance and mer- 
riment. Francis aod his white wife were 
invited of courfe. She was,emineiltly 
pretty, and he was jealous, as' my maids 
told me. Oh thie firft of thefe days amufe- 
ftiehts (I know no? what year) Ffank took 
tffftiice at fome attentions paid his Def- 
demona, and walked away next morning 
to London in wrath. His matter ^nd 
I driving the fame road ah hour after, 
overtook him. ** What is the matter, 
child (fays Dr. Johnfon),. that you leave 
Streatham to-day ? Jrijtckr Kte is 
jealous (whilpered I). " Are you jealous 
Pa 
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of your wife, you ftupid blockhead 
(cries out his mafter in another tone) ?" 
The fellow hefitated ; and. To. be Jure 
Sir, l^dgn't quite approve Sir, was the 
ftammering reply, " Why, what do 
they do* to her, man? do' the footrfien 
kifs her?" No Sir,'no!— Kifs my *;/y^ 
Sir!— I hope not Sir. " Why, what do 
they do to her, my lad ?" Why no- 
thing Sir, I'm fure Sir. " Why thea 
go back direftly and dance you 'dog> 
3oi and let's hear no more of fuch 
empty lamentations'.'^ \ I believe how- 
ever that F*rancis wasTcarcely as much 
the object of Mr. Johnfon's perfonal 
kindnefs, as the reprcfentative of Dr. 
Bathurft, for whofe fake he would . have 
lov-ed any body, or f^ny- thing. 

When he %oke ofnegrdes, he always 
appeared to think them of a race rtatu- 
^ally inferior, and made. fe>y exceptions 
in favour of his own; yet whenever 
difputes arofe in his houfehold among 
the niahy odd inhabitants- of which it 
9 
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confifted, he always fided with Francis 
againft the others, whom he fufpedcd 
(not unjuftly, I believe) of greater ma- 
lignity. It fecms at once vexatious and 
comical to reflcdt, that the diffentions 
thofe people chofe to live conftantly 
in, diftreffed and mortified him exceed- 
ingly. He really was oftentimes afraid 
of going home, becaufe he was fo fure 
to be met at the door with numberlefs 
complaints; and he ufed to lament 
pathetically to me, and to Mr. Saftres 
the Italian matter, who was much his 
favourite, that they made his life mifer- 
ablc from the impoflibility he found of 
making theirs happy, when every favour 
he bcftowcd on one was worn^wood to 
the reft. l(y however, 1 ventured to 
blame their ingratitude, and condemn 
their conduct, he would i^ftantly fet 
about foftening the one and juftjfying 
the other ; and finilhed commonly by 
telling me, that I knew not how to make 

P3 
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allowances for fituations I never expc<» 
ricncedt 

To thee no reafqn who know'ft only good* 
But evil haft n^t tryM. ^(ILTOK. 

Dr. Johnfctn knew how to hq msrry 
with nnean people too, as well as to b^ fad 
with them ; he Iqyed the lower ranks of 
humanity with a real aflfedion : and 
thbugh his talents and learning kept 
bim always in the fphere of upper life, yet 
be never loft fight of the time when he 
and they (hared pain and pleafure in com^ 
mon, A borough eleftion once Ihewed 
me his toleration of boifterous mirth^ 
and his content in the company of peo- 
ple whom one would have thought at 
firft fight little calculated for his fociety, 
A rough fellow one. day on fuch an qc« 
cafion, a hatter by trade, feeing Mr. 
Johhfon's beaver in a fl:atc of decay, 
feized it fuddenly with one hand, and 
gapping him on the back with the 
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Other 5 Ah, Mafter Johnfon (fays he), 
this is no time to be thinking about 
bats. ** No, no, Sir (replies our Doftor 
in a cheerful tone), hats are of no ufc 
now, as you fay, except to throw up in 
the air and huzza withj" acconnpany- 
ing his words with the true eledtion 
lialloo. 

But it was never againft people of 
coarfe life that his contempt was ex- 
preffcd, while poverty of fentioient in 
men who confidered themfelves to be 
company for the parlour ^ as he called it, 
was what he would not bear. A very 
ignorant young fellow, who had plagued 
us all for nine or ten months, died at 
iaft confumptivc : *« I think (faid Mr. 
Johnfon when he heard the news), I 
Am afraid, I ihould have been more con-^ 
cerned for the death of the 4og i but— « 
(hefitating a while) I am not wrong 
now in all this, for the dog aded up to 
his charafter on every, occafion that wc 
Iqiowi but that dunce of st fellow 
P4 
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helped forward the general difgrace of 
humanity/' Why dear Sir (faid I), how 
odd you arcl you have often faid the 
lad was not capable of receiving further 
inftruftion. '^ He wa$ (replied the 
Doftor) like a corked bottle, with a 
drop of djrty water in it, to be fure; 
one might pump upon it for ever with^ 
out the fmalleft efFeft 5 but when every 
method to open and clean it had been 
tried, you would not have me grieve 
that the bottle was broke at laft/' 

This was the fame youth who told us 
he had been reading Luciys Florus ; 
Florus Delphini was the phrafe ; and my 
mother (faid he) thought it had fome- 
thing to do with Delphosj but of that 
I know nqtbing. Who founded Rome 
then (enquired Mr. Thrale) ? The lad 
replied, Romulus. And who fucceeded 
Romulus (faid I) ? A long paufe, and 
apparently diftfefsfql hef;tation, followed 
the difficult queftioij, " Why will you 
a£k hini in terms that he does no( com^ 
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prchend (faid Mr. Johnfon enraged)? 
You might as well bid him tell you who 
phlcbotomifed Romulus. Tfiis fellow's 
dulnefs is claftic (continued" he), and 
all we do is but like kicking at a wool* 
fack." 

The pains he took however to ob- 
tain the young man more patient in- 
ftruftors, were many, and oftentimes re- 
peated. He was put under, the care of 
a clergyman in a diftant province j and 
Mr^ Johnfon ufed both to write and 
talk to his friend concerfiirig'his educa- 
tion. It was on th^t occafion that I re- 
member his faying, " A boy Ihould ne- 
ver be fent to Eton or Weftminfter 
fchool before he is twelve years old at 
leaftj for if in his years of babyhood he 
•fcapes that general and, tranfcerident 
knowledge without which life is perpe- 
tually put to a ftand,' he will never get 
it at a public fchool, where if he docs 
not learn Latin and Greek, he learns 
pothing.'' Mr. Johnfon often faid, **that 
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there was too much ftrcfs lard upon 
literature as indifpcnfabljr ftcceffary; 
there is furely no need that every body 
ihould be a fcholar, no call that every 
one ihould fquare rhe circle. Our nian- 
ner of teaching (faid he) cramps and 
warps many a mind^ which if left more 
at liberty would have been refpe&able 
in fome way, though perhaps not in 
that. We lop our trees, and prune 
them, and pinch them about (he would 
fay), and nail them tight up to the 
wall, while a good ftandard is at laft the 
only thing for bearing healthy fruit, 
though it commonly begins later. Let 
the people learn neceflary knowledge i 
let them learn to count their fingers, 
tud to count their nnoney, before they 
arc caring for the clafllcs; for (fays 
Mr. Johnfon) though I do not quite 
agree with the proverb, that Nullum 
pumen ahefi fi fit frudentiay yet we may 
very well fay, that Nullufn niimen ad0^^ 
pi fit frudmtia^^^ 
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We had been vifiting at a 'Udy'$ 
houfe^ whom as we returned fome of 
the company ridiculed for her ignor 
fance: '^ She is not ignorant (faid 
hc)f I believe, of >ny thing (he has 
been taught, or of any thing Ihe is de- 
firous to know; and I fuppofe if one 
wanted a little run tea^ (he mi^ht be a 
proper perfon enough to apply to." 

When I reljjte thefe various inft^nce? 
of contemptuous behaviour fhewn to a 
variety of people, I am aware that thofe 
who till now have heard little of Mr, 
Johnibn will here cry out againit: his 
pride and his feverity 5 yet I have beea 
as careful as I could to tell them, that 
all he did W4S gentle, if all he faid wa^ 
rough, Had I given anecdotes of his 
aftions inftead of his words, we fhould 
I am fure have had nothing on record 
but afts of virtue differently modified^ 
as different occafions called that virtue 
forth : and among all the nine biogra^ 
phical eJ^ys or performaiiccs which \ 
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have heard will at laft be written about 
dear Dn JohnfoB> no mean or wretch- 
ed, no wicked or even (lightly culpable 
a£Hon will I trull be founds to produce 
and put in the fcale againft a life of 
feventy years, fpent in the uniform 
praftice of every moral excellence and 
every Chriftian perfeftion, fave humility 
alone, fays a critic, but that I think 
niuft be excepted, . He was not however 
wanting even in that to a degree feldom 
attained by man, when the duties of 
piety or charity called it forth. 

Lowly towards God, and docile to- 
wards the church ; implicit in his belief 
of the gofpel, and ever refpeftful to- 
wards the people appointed to preach it j 
tender of the unhappy, and afFeAionate 
to the poor, let no one haftily condemn 
as proud, a chara6Ver which may per- 
haps fomewhat juftly be cenfured as ar- 
•rpgant- It muft however be remem* 
bered again, that even this arrogance 
was never Ihewh without fome intention^ 
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ioimediate or remote, of mending fortic. 
fault or conveying fomeinftruftion. Had 
I meant to make a panegyric on Mr. 
Johnfdfn's well-known excelleriicies, I 
ffaould have told his deeds only, not his 
words — fincercly protefting, that as I 
never faw him once do a wrong thing, 
fo we had accuftomed ourfelves to look, 
upon. him almoft as an excepted being; 
and I fhould as much have cxpefted 
inju^ice from Socrates or impiety from, 
Pafc^ial, as the flighteft deviation from 
truth and goodnefs in any tranfaftion 
one might be engagj^d in with Samuel, 
Johnfon. His attention to veracity was 
without equal or example : and when I 
mentioned Clarifla as aperfedt chara£l:er j 
" On the contrary (faid. he), you may 
obferve there is always fomething which 
llae prefers to truth. Fielding's Amelia 
was the mofl: pleafing heroine of all the 
romances (he faid) ; but that vile broken 
nofe never cured, ruined th& fale of per- 
haps the only book, which being printed 
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(6fS hcti\r\e^ otic ifioriiingi a h6w editioii' 
Was caMcd for before night/' 

Mr» Johnfon'3 knowledge of literary 
hiflory was cxtcnfive and furprifing': h6 
knew every adventure of every book 
yon could name alnrioftyand M^as exceed**' 
ingly pteafed with i^e opportunity which' 
writing the Poets Lives gave him to 
difplay ie* He Idved to be fet at Work^ 
and was forry vrtien he came to the end 
df the bufrnefs he was about* I do not 
feel fo rtiyfelf with regard to theTe fhects t 
a*ftvef which has pi?eyed on me while F 
wrote them over fof the prefs, will per* 
h^jis- Itfflfen rhy powei- of dbihg well' 
the firff, ind probably the laft work I 
Ihould^ even have thought of preftntirig 
to the Publie. I <^ouId doubtlcfs wi(h 
fo to conclude iti as at Ifcaft to fhfcw my 
zeal for my friend, whofe life, as I once 
had the honour and happincfs of being 
ufeful to, I Ihbuld wifh to record a few 
pllrticula^ traits of, that thofc who read 
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lliould emulate his goodnefs 5. but ftciirg 
the neccffity of making even virtue and 
learning fuch as Ibis agreeable, that alf 
fliould be warned againft fuch coarfenefs^ 
of manners, as drove even from hinj^ 
thofe who loved, honoured, and efteemcd 
him. His wife's daughter, Mrs^ Luc/ 
Porter of Litchfield, whofe veneration 
for his perfon and charafter has ever 
been the greateft poflible, being oppcfed 
one day in converfation by a clergyman 
who Came often to- her houfe, and feel- 
ing fomewhat offended, cried out fucf- 
denly. Why, Mr, Pearfon, faid fhe, yotr 
are juft: like Dr. Johnfon, I think : 1 da 
not mean that you are a> man of the- 
greateft capacity in all the world like 
Dr. Johnfon, but that you contradldt 
one every word one fpeaks, juft like 
him. 

Mr. Johnfon toW me the ftbrjr: he 
was prefent at the giving of the reproof* 
It was however obfervable that with alP 
his odd fcverity, he could not keep crenr 
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indifferent people from teizing him with 
unaccountable confelTions of filly conduffc 
which one would think they would fcarcely 
have had inclination to reveal even to 
their tendcreft and moft intimate com- 
panions 5 and it was from thefe unac- 
countable volunteers in fincerity that 
he learned to warn the world againft 
follies little known, and feldom thought; 
on by other moralifts. 

Much of his eloquence, and much 
of his logic . have I heard him ufe 
to prevent men from making vows 
on trivial occafionsj and when he faw 
a perfon oddly perplexed about a flight 
difficulty, " Let the man alone (he 
would fay), and torment him no more 
about it ; there is . a vow in the cafe,. 
I am convinced ; but is it not very 
ftrange that people fliould be neither 
afraid nor afhamed of bringing in God 
Almighty thus at every turn between 
themfelves and their dinner ?" When I 
afked what ground he had for fuch 
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imflgiBatiqns^ he. informed mc>. ". Trh^t a. 
ypung lady.once told himin,CQnfidence> 
that fhe could neyer.perfuade hcrfelf to 
be dreflcd againft the bell rung for din- 
ner, till ihe had made a vow to hea- 
ven that ihp would nevormore be abfent 
from the faniily meals*" 

• The ftrangeft Applications in the world 
irere certainly made from time to timd 
towards Mr, Johnfon, who by that means 
had an inexhauftible fund of anecdote^ 
and could, if he pleafedi tell the moft 
aftonifhingftories of human folljr and hu- 
man .weaknefs that ever were confided' to 
any man not a confeffor byprofeffion* 

. One day when he was in a hximoUr to 
recoi;d fome of them, he told us the 
following tale: *^ A perfon (faid he) 
had for the^e lafl: five weeks often called 
at my door, biit would riot leave his name, 
or other meflagCi but that he wlAied 
to fpeak with me. ' At. laft w6 met, and 
he told me that he was oppreffed by 
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fcruples of confciencc: I blamed him 
gently for not appljrifig, as the rules of 
our church dircft, to his parifti pricft or 
other difcrcet clergyman; when, after 
fomc compliments o^i his part, he told 
me, that he was clerk to a very eminent 
trader, at whofc warehoufes much buff- 
nefs confifted in packing .goods in order 
to go a|)road; that he was often tempted 
to take paper and packthread enough 
for his oifrq ufcj and that he had indeed 
done fo fo often, that he could recolleft 
no time when he ever had bought any; 
for himfclf. — But probably (faid I)i 
your mailer was wholly indifferent with? 
regard to fuch . trivial emoluments j you 
had better alk for it at once, and fo take 
your trifles with conlent. — Oh, Sir ! re- 
plies the viGtor, my matter bid me have 
as much as I pleafed, and was half angry 
when I talked to him about it, — Then 
pray Sir (laid I), teize me no more 
aboutfuch airynothings;— andwas going 
oh to be very angry, when I recollefted 
9 
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fRat the fellow might be mad perhaps*; 
fb I afked hirh, When he left the count J^ 
ing-hbufc of an ctening?— At fcven 
o*clocki Sir. — And when do you go to- 
bed. Sir? — At twelve o'clock,— Thert 
(replied I) I have at leaft learned thiis 
much by my new acquaintance; — that 
five hours of the four-and-tWenty unem- 
ployed are enough for 9 man tp go mad 
In; fo I would advife you Sir, to ftudy 
algfcbra^ if you arc not an adept already 
in it: youf head would g^et lefs muddy ^ 
and you will leave off tormenting your 
neighbours abo\it paper arid packthread, 
while we all live together in a Dtrbrld that 
is burfting with fin and forrow. It is 
perhaps necdlefs to add, that this vifitof 
came no more/' 

Mr. johnfon had indded a real ab- 
horrence of a perfon that had ever hi^ 
fore hirrl treated a little thing like a 
great dne: and he quoted this fcrupu- 
lous gentleman with his pickrhread 
very oftiii, in j:idictile of a friend 
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who, looking out on Streatham Com- 
mon from our windows one day, la- 
mented the enormous wickednefs of the 
times> bccaufc fome bird-catchers were 
bufy there one fine Sunday morning. 
*' Whik half the Chriftian world is per- 
mitted (faid he) to dance and fing, 
and celebrate Sunday as a day of fefti- 
vity, how comes your puritanical fpirit 
fo offended with frivolous and empty 
deviations from exaftnefs. Whoever 
loads life with unneceflary fcruples. Sir 
(continued he), provokes the attention 
of others on his conduit, and incurs the 
cenfurc of Angularity without reaping 
the reward of fuperior virtue.'* 

I muft not, among the anecdotes of 
Dr. Johnfon's life, omit to relate a thing 
that happened to him one day, which he 
tojd me of himfclf. As he was walking ' 
along the Strand a gentleman ftepped 
out of fome neighbouring tavern, with 
his napkin in his hand and no hat;, and 
flopping him as civilly as he could— I 
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beg your pardon. Sir; but you are Dr. 
Johnfon, I believe. ^^ Yes, Sir." Wc 
have a wager, depending on your reply : 
Pray, Sir, is it irreparable or irrepair- 
able that one fhould fay ? " The lafi I 
think. Sir (anfwered Dr. Johnfon), for 
the adjeftive ought to follow the verb ; 
but you had better confult my didtionary 
than me, for that was the refult of rnorc 
thought than you will now give me dme 
for." No, no, replied the gentleman 
gaily, the book I have no certainty at 
all of; but here is the author, to whom I 
referred: Is he not, Sir? to a friend 
with him:-I have won my twenty guineas 
quite fairly, and am much obliged to 
you. Sir; fo (baking Mr. Johnfon kindly 
by the hand, he went back to finifti his 
dinner or defert. 

Another flrange thing he told me once 
which there was no danger of forget- 
ting: how a young gentleman called 
on him one morning, and told him that 

0.3 
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his father haying, juft before his 4cathj 
dropped fiiddenly into the enjoyment of 
pn ample fortune, he, the fon, was will* 
ing to qualify himfelf for genteel fociety 
t)y adding fome literature to his other 
endowments, and wiihed to be put in 
^n eafy way of obtaining it. Johnfaq 
recommended the univerfity j " for you 
read Latin, Sir, with facility.'' I read 
it a little to be fure. Sir. *^ 8ut do 
you read it witbfafilityy I fay?" Upon 
rny word. Sir, I do not very well know^ 
but I rather believe not. Mr. Johnfoa 
now began, to recommend other branches 
pf fcience, when he found languages 
at fuch an imrneafurable diftancc, and 
^dvifing him to ftudy natural hiftory, 
there arofe fome talk about animals, and 
their divifions into oviparous and vivi- 
parous ; And the cat here. Sir, faid the 
youth who wiihed for inftruftion, pray 
in which cjafs is fhe ? Our doftor's pa- 
tience and defare of doing good h^aa 
jiow to -^ive way to the natural roujgh-r 
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nefs of his temper. " Yoy would do 
well (faid he) to look for fome perfon 
to be always about you. Sir, who is ca- 
pable of explaining fuch matters, and 
not come to us (there were fome literary 
friends prefcnt as I reeolleft) to know 
whether the cat lays eggs or not : get a 
difcreetmanto keep you company, there 
are fo many who would be glad of your 
table and fifty pounds a year." The 
young gentleman retired, and in lefs 
than a week informed his friends that he 
had fixed on a preceptor to whom no 
objedions could be made; but when he 
named as fuch one of the tnoft diftin* 
guilhed charafters in our age or nation, 
Mr. Johnfon fairly gave himfelf up to 
an hbneft burft of laughter j and feeing 
this youth at fuch a furprifing diftance 
from common knowledge of the world, 
or of any thing in it, defired to fee his 
vifitor no more. 

He had not much better luck with 
two boys that he ufed to tell of, to 
0.4 
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whom he had taught the claflics, " f^ 
that (he faid) they were no incompcr 
tent or mean fcholars :" it was nc*? 
ccffary however that fomething more 
familiar fhould be known, and he bid 
them read the hiftory of England. After 
a few months had elapfed he afked themj^ 
** If they could recoUcft who firft de* 
ftroyed the monaftcries in our ifland ?'* 
One modeftly replied, that he did not 
know J the other faid, Jejus Cbrift. 

Of the truth of ftorics which ran cur- 
rently about the town concerning Dr» 
Johnfon, it was impoffible tQ be certaioji 
unlefs one afljed hirn himfelf ; and what 
he told, or fufFered to be tqld before hi^ 
face Y^ithput contradifting, has every 
poffible mark I think of real a,nd genuine 
authenticity. \ made one day very mi-r 
nutc eng^uiries about the tale of his 
knocking down the fanroys Tom Of- 
borne with his pwn Diftionary in the 
man's own houfe. And how was that 
affair, in earrieft ? do tell me, Mr. John-' 
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fon ? '' There is nothing to tell, dcarcft 
Lady, but that he was infolent and 1 
beat him, and that he was a blockhead 
and told of it, which I fhould never 
have done; fo the blows have been 
multiplying, and the wonder thickening 
for all theffe years, as Thomas was never 
a favourite with the Public. I have beat 
many a fellow, but the reft had the wit 
to hold their tongues.^' 

I have heard Mr. Murphy relate a 
very Angular ftory, while he was prefcnt, 
greatly to the credit of his uncommon 
ikill and knowledge of life and manners 2 
When firft the Ramblers came out in fe- 
parate nun^bers, as they were the objefts 
pf attention to multitudes of people, 
they happened, as it feems, particularly to 
attraft the notice of a fociety who met 
pvcry Saturday evening during the fum- 
mer at Rumford in Effex, and were 
knowaby the name of The Bowling-green 
dub.. Th?fc men feeing one day the 



Digitized 



by Google 



*34 /ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 

cbara^fter of Lcviculus the fortune-hunter, 
pr Tcuica the old maid :- another day 
ff>fnt i^i.ccount of a pcrfon who fpent his 
Jife »n hoping for a legacy, or of him 
mho h ijlways prying into other folks 
fffiir§* bpg^n fure enough to think they 
were fcetrayed; ar>d that fonie of the 
touri^ fate down to divert himfelf by 
giving to the Public, the portrait of alji 
the reft. Filled with wrath againft thf 
traitor of Rumford, one of them re- 
folved to write to the printer and enquire 
the author's name *, Samuel Johnfon, wai 
the reply. No more was neceflary; 
Samuel Johnfon was the name of the 
curate, and foon did each begin to load 
him with reproaches for turning his 
friends into ridicule in a manner fo cruel 
^nd unprovoked. In vain did the guilt- 
lefs curate proteft his innocence j one 
was fure that Aliger meant Mr. Twigg, 
and that Cupidus was but another 
name for neighbour Baggs : till the 
poor parfon, unable to contend any 
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longcr> rode to London^ and t)i:ou^t 
them full fatisfadtion concerAing t^ 
writer, who from his own knowledge of 
general manners, quickened by ji vigo« 
rous and warm iipagination, had hap« 
pily de,iineated^ though vnjcnoy^n tfl 
^imfelf, the members of the Bowling* 
jgjcen Club, 

Mr, Murphy likewifc ufed to tell 
before Dr. Johnlbn> of the .firft time 
they (net, and the occafion of their 
meeting, which he related thus: That 
Ijeing in thofe days engaged in a pe-^i 
ri^dic^ .paper, he found himfelf at a 
fd/end's houfe out of town; and not 
being difpofed to lofe pleafure for the 
fake of bufinefs, wifhed rather to con- 
tent his boqkfeller \>y fending fome un- 
ftu^ied cffay to London by the fervant, 
than deny himfelf the company of his 
acgu^iiMaqce, and drive away to his 
qh^mbers for the purp<^ of writing 
fQOjf tfiing .mote corxeij. He therefore 
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took up a French Journal Literaire that 
lay about the room, and tranflating 
fomething he liked from it, fent it away 
without further examination. Time 
however difcovcred that he had tranf- 
lated from the French a Rambler of 
Johnfon*s, which had been but a month 
before taken from the Englifh; and 
thinking it right to make him his per- 
fonal excufes, he went next day, and. 
found our friend all covered with foot 
like a chimney-fweeper, in a little room, 
with an intolerable heat and ftrange fnnell, 
as if he had been adling Lungs in the 
Alchymift, making atber. «' Come, 
come (fays Dr. Johnfon), dear Mur, 
the ftory is black enough now ; and it 
was a very happy day for me that 
brought you firft to my houfe, and a 
very happy miftake about the Ramblers/* 

Dr. Johnfon was always exceeding 
fond of chemiftry; and we made up* 
a fort of laboratory at Streatham one* 
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fummcr, and diverted ourfelves with* 
drawing cffences and colouring liquors. 
But the danger Mr. Thrale found his 
friend in one day when I was driven to 
London^ and he had got the children 
and fervants round him to fee fome 
experiments performed, put an end to 
all our entertainment; fo well was the 
matter of the houfe perfuaded, that his 
ihort fight would have been his deftruc- 
tion in a moment, by bringing him 
clofe to a fierce and violent flame. In* 
deed it was a perpetual miracle that he 
did not fet himfelf on fire reading a* 
bed, as was his conftant cuftom, when 
exceedingly unable even to keep clear of 
mifchief with our beft help 5 and accord- 
ingly the fore-top of all his wigs were 
burned by the candle down to the 
very net-work. Mr. Thrale's valet- 
de-chambre, for that reafon, kept one 
always in his own hands, with which he 
met him at the parlour-door when the 
Ipell had called him down to dinner, aind 
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fts he went up ftaifs to (ieep in the aftcf- 
nboTiy the fame man copftantly followed 
him with another; 

Future experiments in chemifti^y how-*- 
fcver were too dangerous, and Mr. Thrale 
Ihfifted that we Ihould do no more to-' 
t^afds finding the philofophers ftone. 

Mr. Johnfon's amusements were thus' 
reduced to the pleafures of converfatioit 
merely : and what wonder that he fhould 
have an avidity for the fble delight he 
was aSltf to enjoy ? No man ebnverfcd 
fo well ^s hfe on every fubje<S j no man 
fo acutely difcerned the reafon of every 
faft, thefftotive of ever;^ adiion, thd 
tnd of eVery defighi He was indeed 
often pairicd by the ignorance or caufc- 
lefs wonder of thofe who knew lefe than 
himfelf, though he feldbm drove tUttn 
4way with iLpp^rtnt Icorni unlefs he- 
thought they added prefuniptioh to ftu- 
pidity } And it wa^ impoflible not ta 
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laugh at the patience he (hewed, whfen 
a Welch parfon df mean abilities, 
though a good heart, ftruck with reve-' 
rencc at the fight of Dr. Johnfon, whorh 
he had heard of as the greiteft matt 
living, could not find any w6td$ tb an- 
fwer' his inquiries concerning a mdttb' 
round fomeb6dy*s arms which adorned 
a tomb-done in Ruabon church-yard.' 
If I remember right the words were, 

He6 Dw, Heb Dym, - . ^ 

And though of no very difficult cbh- 
ftruclion, the gentleman feemed wholly^, 
confounded, and unable to explain 
them; till Mr. Johnfon having, picked; 
out the meaning by little and little, faid 
to the man, ** Hel \s a prepofnioD, I; 
believe Sir, is it not ?" My country- 
man rccavering fome fpirits upon the. 
fudden queftlon. Cried. out. So I hum- 
bly prefame Sir, very conftically. 
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Stories of humour do not tell wcU i& 
books; and what made impreflion on 
the friends who heard a jcft, will feldom 
much delight the diftant acquaintance 
or fullen critic who reads it. The cork 
model of Paris is not more defpicabld* 
as a refemblance of a great city, than 
this book, levior cortice, as a fpecinaen 
of Johnfon's character. Yet every body 
naturally likes to gather little fpecimens 
of the rarities found in a great coun- 
try I and could I carry home from Italy^ 
fquare pieces of all the curious marbles 
which are the juft glory of this f»r- 
prifing part of the world, I could 
fcarccly contrive perhaps to . arrange 
them fo meanly ai not to gain fome 
attention from the refpeft due. to the 

places they once belonged to. Such 

a piece of motley Mofaic work will 
thefe Anecdotes inevitably make: but 
let the reader remember that he was 
promifed nothing better, and fo be a* 
contented as he can* 
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An Iriih trader at our houfc one day 
heard Dr. Johnfon launch out into very 
great and greatly deferved praifes of 
Mr» Edmund Burke: delighted to find 
his countryman ftood fo high ia the 
opinion of a map he had been told fo 
much of. Sir (f^id he), give me leave 
to. tell fomething of Mr. Burke now. 
We were all filcnt, and the honeft Hi- 
bernian began to. relate how Mr. Burke 
went jto fee the collieries in a diftanc 
province; and he would go down into 
.the. bowels of the earth (in a bag), and 
the would examine every thing: he went 
^in a bag Sir, and ventured his health 
. ^pd hi^ life for knowledge ; but he took 
care of his clothes, that they fhould not 
be foiled, for. he went down in a bag. 
"^^ Well Sir (fays Mr. Johnfon good-hu- 
mouredly), if our friend Mund fhould 
die in any of thefe hazardous exjJloits, 
*yt)U and I would write his life and pane- 
*]gjn?icrtogtther; and your chapter of it 
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Ihould be cntitJed thus: Burke tu a 

He had always a very great f)erlbnal 
rejgard tfnd particular ifFcAion for Mr. 
Edmund Burke, as well as an eftccm 
difficult for me to repeat, though for 
him only eafy to e3tj)rcft. And when at 
the end of the year 1774 the general 
clcftiori called us all different wiys, and 
'broke up the delightful fbciefy fh whick 
we had fpent forrie time at Bcdbhsffel3, 
Dr. Johnfon fhook the libfpitkBle matter 
of the houfe kindly by the hand, aiill 
faid, *' FirewcH my dear Silt, ind ine- 
mem'ber that I wifti you all tlic fbecdTs 
which ought to be wilbed yoti, ^w5ifdK 
can poffiWy be wiffied you iini«eW— 4/ 
an bonejf^kan.** 

* I muft here take leave tp q)^m^ 
that in giving little rnqmotfji/ pf Jl^ 
Johnfoh's behaviour - and coniiitr&tion^ 
4 
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fuch as I fm an£l'h<ard k^ my book Iks 
linder ttlaA^i^^ d^fadv^ntagbs^ totnp2trtd 
vrith tlieirs, vAo ^Kaving fe^n him in va- 
rious ftruatiofis, Mid obferved his con- 
dvjft in numl3ci4cft cafes, are able to 
throw ftronge*' aad more briHiant lights 
upon his character. Virmes are like 
flirubs, whi<jh yield their iwcets in dif- 
ferent manners according to the cir- 
"cunillanccs which furround them : and 
while generofity of foul fcatters its fra- 
grance like ^ honeyfuckle, and de- 
.Kghts the ftnfes of many occalional 
^pafiengers, who feel the plcafore, and 
Ralf wondfeif h^w the breeze has blown 
it from fo far, the nncrc fallen but not 
lefs' valuable myr^l^ ,waits lijce fortit,ude 
fo di'Fcover its excellence, till the han^ 
arrives th^at Ayijl crujb it, and force out 
tfhat pcrfunfie whofe durability well com- 
fdilftte^ the dtfiqulty of produftion. 

^c»?i^4;iiir^r/ Jcfcnfon in ftoilfe but a 
iw^n^ tiiiiforttt -ftate, palftng the even- 
R2 
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ing of his life among fcieodsji vrho 
loved, honoured, and admired hin[i ; I 
&w none of the things he did, except 
fuch a£b of charity as have been, o&eo 
ipentioned in this book, and fuch writr 
ings as ate univerfally known. What 
he faid is all I can relates and from 
what he laid, thofe who think it, worth 
while to read thefe Anecdotes, muft he 
contented to gather his charaftcr. Mine 
is a mere candle-light pidure of his lat- 
ter days, where every thing falls in dark 
ihadow except the face, the index. of 
the mindi but even that is feen unfa- 
vourably, and with a palcnefs beyond 
what nature gave it.' 

. . When I have told how many follies 
Dr. Johnfon knew of others^ 1 muft 
not omit to mention with how much 
fidelity he would always have kept 
them concealed, could they of whom 
he knew the abfurdities have been 
contented, in- the common pbrafe, tO: 

8 
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keep their own counfcl. But return- 
ing home one day from dining at the 
chaplain's tablCi he told me^ that Dr. 
Coldfmith had given a very comical 
and unoeceflarily cxz6k recital there^ of 
bis own feelings when his play was 
liiiTed i telling the company how he 
P^nt indeed to the Literary Club at 
Oightr and chatted gaily atnong * his 
friends^ as if nothing had happened 
sonifs f that to imprefs them ftill more 
forcibly with ani idea of his magnani- 
mity, he even fung his favourite fong 
about an old woman tofled in a blanket 
fcventeen times as high as the moon; 
,but all this while I was fufFering horrid 
tortures (faid he), and verily believe 
that if I had put a bit into my mouth 
it would have ftrangled me on the fpot, 
I was fo exceflively ill; but I made 
. more noife than ufual to cover all that, 
and fo they never perceived my not eat- 
ing, nor I believe at all imaged to 
tl>emfelves the anguifh of my heart :. but 
when all were gone except Johnfow 

R3 
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here, I burit out a<cryi«g^ rad fven fwortf 
hf -* — > that 1 vcnrfd licvtr wate aga^ 
** All whidr^ Dofior. (,&^ ACr. |oiiii-> 
ibiV, eufiajTtfd at hi>» %d(i •fta^AefV}^ I 
iboilghc htid b«fcn « lb«M-¥l«l4l««ii 5*08 

Mvft f4i(). «fi(f ^ing^ &bD«Ot 'i« for ^ 
Wo^d. IfdW Ate (K^ea(ltd:|t« 'i^heA' ta 
ttdd )hr ftof^> ^b»^'» 1ig«#i » «giL(l 

tb be t^ f^'fgid natmedi- §r h^oita di^ 
grace. ■// ^iitojtt^ eii pi0efijim^, 

*ho#tal4, fe lfceej> pm^ti-y 'If -^offlBWi 
Obm bern'g tfnis tii^ her^ai tjf tftetr Wi 
•IHartie i Fot- ^4t 'cdm^aBidH t4h th^y 
feain by ibdl' fflly nakratiifes ?' W'o frtati 
Bioiiia bt itkpeftfed- tiej iylttpathiife ^ilji 
thfe fotrt)\*^ of vdnity. ^P rfifeA y-dU at* 
ftVbrtifled by any ill ulfege, •Arlitthfeif 'real 
or ruppofttf, kfetp lit lt«ft' tht ict^unt 
bf fuch rtVortifrcatibAs to. yourfdf, and 
ibrbeef to ^i'bciaiij^ hbw 'mjfanly you ^re 
kh'oOghl bn by dtliefs, unlefs you delire 
to bfe meanly diought of by all.**. 
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. l%c little bifl»rjr*f:*iM)tfcci^fri?ftd'fc 

fupiscfluaus iDgenuit^r m\\ ccwm^ute tp 

introduce a fimilar remark. He had 

A daughter of about foarteen years 

M^ a^ I remember, £au: ariid chmafy: 

iaad tl^ough the fisitfacr t^ht^d^ aod de- 

iiced Qtbers «> lidpre h^t, ygt beiaf 

ftWai:^ p^hap§ thas gje wjis pqt wliat the 

jfjlpnch pall fa^tcU fifs ^rac^s^ and thipkp 

jj)g I fupppTe that ^hg old maxim^ o/ 

b^inning to latigh ^t yo^rfdf ftr^ 

jwrhcre yqu haTjc ^f)y tbitjg x:^iculous 

^ppt you, wa$ a good pne, he ccjmi- 

pall^jf fnpugh pailed' his ^irl trundle 

when yp ippke of' hers and. ipany who 

"bore neither of them any ill-will felt 

difopfed fo laugh at the happinefs of me 

appellation. " See how (fays Dr. johh- 

fori) vh»t hatte people' ivt^in t6 fefe 

liocitcd. 'i«Ioiipdy fever thbugftt of Aft 

felloV nor of hfc daugfeterj coliJd iife 

but h^ve been quiet himfelf, and ftjr*- 

bOTfjijs tp palj tlje eyes pf jthe world on 

his iiovdy and her deformity* Bui: it 

teaches pne to fee at Jeaft, that if no^ 

...... ._ ..^^ 
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body elib^will nickname one's chUddtn, 
the parents will c-en do it theiitfeives.V 

Ail this held true in matter^, to Mi^^ 
Johnfon of more cferious confequertcfc. 
When Sir Jolhua Reynolds had painted 
his portrait looking into' the flir of his 
pen> and holding it almoft clofe to his 
eye, as was his general cuftom, he fek 
difpleafcd, and told rrie " he. would not 
be known by poftcrity for his de/cffs 
only, let Sir Jpfhua' do his worft." I 
faid in reply, that Reynolds had no fuch 
difficulties about himfelf, a(id that he 
might pbierye the pifture wbjch l]fung 
up in the room where we were .talking, 
reprefentcd Sir Joihua holding his ear jn 
his hand tp catch the found. /' He paay 
paint ^himfelf as deaf if he Ghufes:.(j^e- 
pliecl Johnfon ) » ^ut | wiU not be. Hi»i^ 

It is chiefly for the fake oiT evincing 
the regularity and fteadinefs of Mr. John- 
fon's niind that I have given thele tri- 
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Hing memoirs, to (hew that his foul was 

not different from that of another per- 

fon, but, as it was, greater i an^ to give 

thofe who did not know him a juft idea 

of his acquiefcence in what we call yul- 

gar prejudices, and of his extreme dif- 

tance from thofe notions which the 

world has agreed, I know not very well 

why, to call romantic. It is indeed 

obfervable iji hk preface to Shakcfpeare, 

that while otheir critics expatiate on the 

creative powers and vivid imagination 

t)f that matchle6 poet. Dr. Johnfon 

commends bim for giving fo juft a. .re-? 

prelentation of human manners, ^^ that 

Aorn his fcenes a l^rmit might pftiapiat^ 

the value of focicty, and ^ confeflpj^cHfc* 

jdi6t the progref$ of the paffions.'*; I 

luve not the bppk ^ith r^c here, but am 

pretty fure thm fuich is jiis expreffion*,^ 

The general and cpnilant advice he 
gave too, when confulted about the 
PhQif c of a wife, a profeffion, or whatr 
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ever mflueDces a m^n'^ pitfticut^r m4 
immediate happiaci^ /W49 ^Aw4]r« tPi^r 
joft BO pofidvc good ffool £czf9 of kf 
cwtmrjf confcquenccs^ " Dp nm {f«i4 
he) forbetr to marry 4 bjC4ut:iA>l wciHiW 
if yooi caouSnd fuch> CAit ^f 4 fakic^ t))af 
&e wll be kf$ wnftft^t tl^on ftn ii#If 
one i or teiidfm^ y0u^fclf tq (^^ ffiFfi^ 
of coarfeheis and vulgarity! £br fe^f qyf 
tim cpcptnces m otk^f 44i^[ef» of ^Hh 
gana and pcrfenai diarns^^ wMth hvtp 
l>ttA ai^^ys ackaovkdgcd ea a jxifmvy 
good, ^nd for the vi^nt tiE whii^th^ 
&ouid fae ali^afs gti^n imti mm^f 
compenfaiiot). I hovet howeim; ;^otit 
tinued Mr. Johnfon) fceo feme {midoil 
fellows who fot-bora to tAnodBt Aem* 
felves with beauty left cQqutitrf ftdaki 
ble near, and with vHt or b'mh }«ft Mbi 
lence ihould luii: behind thim), tiH dnj 
have been forced by their difcretion to 
linger life away iri taftdefe ihipifliky,%nd 
chufe to count the ttibmcnts bj^ itiMem^ 
brance of pain infte^ of trtjoymeitt^'df 
plcafwe." 
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^f Scarn (faid Mr. Johnfon) u^ puc 

yQur bebavioyr linger the dembion of 

cwt^rs; never tWok it clever ta call 

phf&Q; a mean ft«4y> or iav a dry one 9 

W ^fij; n baby ^f Jftven ye^s old vbick 

way kii gmius 4esds him, wbcn we aU 

kpov^tbata boy of (cvcti years old has nq 

Jf^w for. any jdung except a p^-top 

Mii wiap^te-pye).:but fix on foihe b^- 

&nids wiiere.Yiiiicli nnonty rtiay h& got 

aadt lifala viifue rJ%ued4 follow that 

biriBoefeifteadyy^ and rftf not lite as Ro* 

gcr Afc bam fays -tfce wit^^Oi Men kno'db 

mt Aw'^ aniatUfi ik (A>fcwr€ly, men 

imr\^<am%ete:'^ ."-•-••' * 

Vi\. JofehfcMi liafd ^ndrtd ia Vcnera- 
tf0n ft)i! the Voice of mankind beyorid 
What ittoft peoplt wiM own 5 and as 
be ' Jibeiffelly cott^ed that aH his 
4&wn 'difapf)ointments proceeded from 
Kimiilfj he haied to hear others com- 
^Uin Jof general injiaftice. I remember 
when fcttiielitation Was maAe of tfee neg- 
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left (hewed to Jeremiah Markiand, a 
great philglogift as feme one ventured to 
call him— ^^ He is a fcholar undoubt- 
edly Sir (replied Dr. Johnfon), but re- 
^lember that he would run from the world, 
and that it is not the world's bufinefs 
to run after him. I hate a fellow whom 
pride, or cowardice^ or lazincfs drivcg 
into a corner^ and does nothing when 
be is there but fit and growls let him 
come out as I do, and ifari. The world 
(added he) is chiefty unjuft and'ung€r 
nerous in this, that ^11 ^re ready to en^ 
courage a map whp once talks of leaving 
it, and fcyf things do regUy prpvoke me 
more, than to hear peoplp pratp of rcr 
tiremcnt, when they have neither (kill 
to difccrn their own motives, or.pcnc- 
tratiop tq eiliip^e (he confcq^uenp^s : 
but while ^ fellow is J^aivc to gfun either 
power or weakly (continued he), every 
body produces fame hindrance to his 
advancement, fome fagc rem^k, or 
fome unfavourable predidlion ; but 
|et him once fay flighJtly> J have ha4 
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enough of this troublcfomc buftling 
worldj, 'tis time to leave ir now: Ah> 
dear Sir 1 cries the firft*old acquaintance 
he rneets, I am glad to find you in this 
happy difpofition : yes, dear friend ! do 
retire and think of nothing but your 
own eafe : there's Mr* William will finci 
it a pleafure to fettle all your accounts and 
relieve you from the fatigue; Mifs Dolly 
makes, the charmingeft chicken broth in 
the world, and the cheefecakes we eat of 
her's once, how good they were : I will 
be coming every two or three days nqy- 
felf to chat with you in a quiet way ; /g 
fnug! and tell you how matters. go upon 
'Change, or in the Houfe, or according 
to the blockhead's firft punfuits, whether 
lucrative or politic, which thus he leaves ; 
and lays himfclf down a voluntary prey 
to his own fenfuality and floth, while the 
ambition and avarice of the nephews and 
nieces, with their rafcally adherents and 
coadjutors, reap the. advantage^^ while 
they fatten their fool." 
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As the votaries of retirement htid littk 
^Mr.Johnfoli's applaufe, unlefs that he 
knew that the motives were merely devo- 
tional^ and unlefs he was convinced that 
their rituals were accompanied by a mor- 
tified ftate of the body, the fole proof 
of their fincerity which he -would admit, 
as a compenfation for fuch fatigue as a 
1;eorldly life of care and aftivity requires 5 
fe of the various ftates and conditions 
tf humanity, he defpifed nohe more I 
think tllan the man who marries for a 
maintenance : and of a friend who made 
bis alliance on ho higher principles, he 
faid .once, ^^ Now has that fellow (it 
was a nobleman of whom we were fpeak- 
ing) at length obtained a certainty of 
three rtneals a day, and for that certainty, 
like his brother dog in the fable, be wiH 
get his neck galled for life with a 
collar/" 

That poverty was an evil to be avoided 
by all honcft means bowever, no man was 
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mbre re^dy to a^(*w: concealed poverty 
particularly, WhkK he faid Was the ge- 
neral Corrofivc that- deftroyed the peace 
iif almoft evdry family; to which no 
evening perhaps evfif returned without 
fiwne flicw projeft for hiding the forro^ 
and. dangers of the next day* " Want 
Df naohey (feys Dr. Jobnfon) is fome- 
times concealed tinder pretended ftvtricc, 
!in[d fly hints of averfion to part with it j 
ibnsedmes under ftormy anger, « and af- 
ibftatioh of boundlef^ rages biitoftenet 
dUH imder a fliew of thougfetl^fs esctra-- 
ydgaiwcc and ga^ivegledk^-^t^hiie to a pc- 
netRijting ef^ ui>tic of thefe wretched 
veih.foffioe CD k^ep the cruel truth from 
i}eing feen. Poverty is bU et ^kique 
-(fays he), and if you do fliut the jade 
but of the door, fhc will always contrive 
in fdme mahner to poke her pale lean 
ikcc in at the wifckbw/* 

. t buro mentioned befoK, that old age 
h»d yeary liule of Mr* Jolmfon's rcte- 



Digitized 



by Google 



2^6 ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 

rencc: ** a man commonly grew wickeder 
as he grew older (he faid)> at lead 
he but changed the vices of youth ; 
hcadftroDg paffion and wild temerity, for 
treacherous caution, and defire to cir- 
cumvent. I am always (faid he) on 
the young people's fide, when ther*e is a 
difputc between them and the old ones : 
for you have at lea^l a chance for virtue 
^11 age has withered its very root." 
.While we were talking, my mother's 
ijianicl, whom he fteVer loved, ftole our 
toaft and butter; Fye Belle! faid I, you 
ufed to be upon honour: " Yes Ma- 
dam (replies Johnfon), but Belle grows 
eld;'' His realbn for hating the dog was, 
*' becaufefhe was a profeflCed favouHtfe 
(he faid), and becaufe her Lady ordered 
her from time to time- to be wafhed and 
combed: a foolifh trick (faid he) apd 
^n affiimption of fuperiority that every 
one's nature revolts at; fo becaufe one 
muft'not wifh ill to the Lady inTuch 
cafes (continued he), one ' curfes ' the 
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£ttr/' Tht tfwAt l^ Bdle was jacut veil 
behave^, and bei^ag a lai^ fpaoicJ^ 
was trouUefomc enough at difiner with 
frequent rQlicita,tiqn3 to be fftd. *^ Thi^ 
^inaal (iaid Dr, Johnfan one day) would 
have been of cxtraordinsiry merit and 
value in the ftatc of .Lycurg*us;.for Ihe 
condemns one to t)ic exertion of perpe- 
tual vigilance/* . 

He had indted that ftrong averfion Fdt 
fey ^!1 the lower ranks of people towards - 
four-footed compartions very completely^ 
notwichftanding he had for many years a 
trat wliidi he called Hodges that kept 
•always in his room at Flect-ftreet ; but 
{o exa6b was he not to offend the human 
species by fuperfHious attention to 
i>rutes> that when the creature was 
igFOwn fidk and cdd^ and could eat no- 
thing but oyfters, Mr. Johnfon always 
ii^fcnt out hinrfdlf ta buy Hodge^s dinner, 
that Francis the Black's delicacy might 
not be hurt;^ at feeing himfelf employed 
/or the convenience of a quadruped* 
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No one was indeed fo attentive not to of- 
fend in all fuch fort of things as Dr. John- 
fon; nor fo careful to niaintain the cere- 
monies of life : aiid though he told Mr. 
Thrale once, that he had never fought to 
pleafe till paft thirty years pld, cpnfidcr- 
ing the matter as hopelefs,^ he had been 
always ftudious not to make enemies, by 
apparent preference of himfelf. It hap- 
pened very comically, that the moment 
this curious converfation paft, of which I 
was a filent auditrefs, .was in the coach, 
in fome diftant province, either Shrop- 
ihire or Derby fhire I believe ; and as 
foon as it was over, Mr. Johnfon took 
out of his pocket a little book and read* 
while a gentleman of no fmall diftinfliofl 
for his birth and elegance, Aiddenly rode 
lip to the carriage,' and paying us all 
his proper compliments, was defirous 
not to negleft Dr. Johnfon 5 but ob* 
ferving that he did not fee him, tapt 
him gently on the fhoulder — 'Tis' Mr. 
Ch--.lm-*ley, fays my hulbandj-^" Welt 
7 
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Strl and what if it is Mr.Ch— Im— ley !'* 
fays the other fternly, juft lifting his eyes 
a moment from his bookj and returning 
to it again with renewed avidity^ 

He had fomctimes fits of reading very 
violent; and when he was in earneft 
about getting through fome particular 
pages^ for I have heard him fay he never 
read but one book, which he did not 
confider as obligatory, through in his 
whole life (and Lady Mary Wortley's 
Letters was the book); he would be 
quite loft to company, and withdraw all 
his attention to what he was reading, 
widiout the fmalleft knowledge or care 
about the noife made round him. His 
deafnefs made fuch condu6t lefs odd and 
lefs difEcult to him than it would have 
been to another man ; but his advifing 
others to take the fame method, and 
pull a little book out when they were 
not entertained with what was going for- 
ward, in focicry, feemed more likely ta 
advance the, growth of fcience than of 
S a 



Digitized 



by Google 



^O ANXCDOTES OF TH£ tATEr 

poliibed manners^ for which he ;^wap 
pretended extreme veneratioiu 

Mr. Jphnfon indeed always eacaf^roi 
other peopk's notions of every thing by 
his cnnrn, .and nothing coidd perluadeliim 
to believe, that the books which he dif- 
Hked were agreeable to thoufands, or 
that air and exercife which lie defpifed 
were beneficial to the health of other 
mortals; When poor Smarts fa well 
known for h^ wit and miafortuoks, was 
firfl obliged to he put in rppriKate loSg^ 
ings^ a common friend of both ladented 
iji tender terms ^h» ncocflky which: had 
torn fo pleaGng a companion firom tkfiif 
acquaintance^ — " A madman • muft be 
confihedi Sir^" (;rq)licft Dr. Johnfonj) 
but, feys the ^her, I am now apprc- 
herifive for his genernl healthy ht will 
lofe. tbfe bienefit of e^ercifef *« Exefcifc I 
(returns the Do£tar) I never hard fbirt 
he ufed any i lie mighty fof ai^t I 
know, walk U the alehgufe ;. but I be- 
lieve he was always ^^zrnW hoiBe agaior '^ 
Z :. .. 
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It was however unlucky for thofe who 
<lelighted to echo Johnfon's fentiments, 
that ke would not endure from thern to- 
day, what perhaps he had yefterday, b^ 
his' own manner of treating the fubjeff, 
made them fond of repeating; and I 
fancy Mr, B — ^— has not forgotten, that 
though his friend one evening in a gay 
humour talked in praife of wine as one 
of the' bkflings permitted by heaven, 
when lafed with moderation, to lighten the 
load of life, and give men ftrength to 
endure it; yet, when in confequencc of 
fuch talk/&^ thought fit to make a Baccha- 
nalian difcourfe in its favour, Mr. John- 
ion contradiftcd him fomewhat roughly 
as 1 remember; and when to affure him- 
ielf of conqueft he added thcfe words. 
You mull allow me. Sir, at leaft that it 
produces truth; in vino Veritas ^ you know. 
Sir—" That . (replied Mr. Johnfon) 
would be ufclcfs to a man who knew he 
was not a liar when he was fpber." 
S3 
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When one talks of giving and taking 
the lie familiarly^ it is impoffible to for* 
bear recollecting the tranfadions be^ 
tween the editor of Olfian and the author 
of the Journey to the Hebrides. It was 
moft obfcrvable to me however, that 
Mr. Johnfon never bore his antagonift 
the flightcll degree of ill-will. He al- 
ways kept thofe quarrels which belonged 
to him as a writer, feparate from thofe 
which he had to do with as a maiii but 
I never did hear him fay in private one 
malicious word of a pgbjic eqemy; and 
of Mr. Macph^rfon I once heard him 
fpeak refpeftfully, though his reply to 
the friend who afked him ifany man living 
could have written fuch a book, is w^U 
known, and has been often repeated; 
" Yes, Sir^ piany men, many wojn^n, and 
niany children." 

I enquired of him myfelf if this ftory 
was authentic, and he faid it was. I 
fpade the fame enquiry concerning his 
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account of the ftate of literature in Scot- 
land, which was repeated up and down 
at one time by every body — *' How 
knowledge was divided among the Scots, 
like bread in a befieged town, to every 
man a mouthful, to no man a bellyful/* 
This ftory he likewife acknowledged, and 
faid befides, " that fome officious friend 
had carried it to Lord Bute, who only 
anfwered— Well, well ! never mind what 
he fays — he will have the pqnfion all one/' 

Another famous reply to a Scotf- 
man who commended the beauty and 
dignity of Gla%ow, till Mr. John*' 
fon ftopped him by obferving, "that 
he probably had never yet feen Brent- 
ford,'* was one of the jokes he owned : 
and faid himfelf, *^ that when a gentle- 
man of that country once mentioned the 
lovely profpcfts common in his nation, 
he could not help telling him, that the 
view of the London road was the pro- 
fp«9k in which every Scotfman moft na- 
turally «jd moft: rationally delighted,". 
$4 
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Mrs. Brook received afi arvfwer not 
unlike tkis^ when expatiating on the ac-* 
cumulation of fublimc sind beautifal ob- 
jefts, which -form the* fine profpetft ui» 
the river St. Lawrence in North Ame- 
rica ; " Come Madam (fays Dr. John-r 
fon), confefs that nothing ever equalled 
your pleafure ift feeing that fight re- 
verfcdj and finding yourfelf looking a^ 
the happy profpeft down the river St, 
Lawrence." The truth is, he hated to 
hear about profpeds and view&i and lay-p 
ing ou( grerundl aad taflie in gardening r 
" That.wais the heft ganfcn (he hvdy 
which produced moft roots and fruits 5 
and thatt water was moft to he prized' 
which ct)Brtaiii€d moft fifli.'* He ufed ta 
laiagh at Shenftone moft unmercifuHy fo^ 
not caa-iflg whether there was any thing 
good^ to eat in the ftreams he, was fo 
fond of, *« as if (fays Johnfoa) one 
could fin one's bdl'y with bearing fofti 
mwmurs, or iQoking at rough caf* 
fades P' 
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He loved the fight of fine forcft trees 
howcrer, and detefted Brrghthelmftone 
Downs, " bccaufe it was a country fo 
•truly defolate (he faid), that if one had 
a mind to hang one's fclf for defperation 
at being obliged to live there, it would 
be difficult to find a tree on which to 
faften the rope." Walking in a wood 
when it rained, was, I think, the only 
rural image he pleafcd his fancy with ; 
** for (fays he) after one has gathered 
the apples in an orchard, one wilhes 
then) well baked, ^nd removed to a Lon- 
don cating-houfe for enjoyment." 

With foch notions, who can wonder 
he pafied bis tbxie uncomfortably enough 
with us, whom he often complained of for 
Hving fb much la the country; " feed- 
ing the chickens (as be fard I did) tiU 
I ftarved my awn umderftaading. Get 
however (faid be) a book about gar- 
denings [and fludy it hard, fince you 
will pafs your life with birds and fl^werst 
^ud learn to raifcthe krgejl turnipdj and 
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to breed the hij^eft fowls." It was vain 
to aflure hint that the gobdnefs of fuch 
diibes did not depend upon their fizc; 
he laughed at the people who covered 
their canals with foreign fowls, " when 
(fays he) our own geefe and ganders arc 
twice as large : if we fetched better 
animals from diftant nations, there might 
be fome fenfe in the preference ; but to 
get cows from Alderney, or water-fowl 
from China, only to fee nature degene- 
rating round one, is a poor ambitioq 
indeed." 

Nor was Mr. Johnfon more merci- 
ful with regard to the amufemcnts 
people are contented to call fuch : ** You 
hunt in the morning (fays he), and 
crowd to the public rooms at night, and 
call it diverfion ; when your heart knows 
it is perifliing with poverty of pleafures, 
and your wits get blunted for want of 
fome other mind to Iharpen them upon/ 
There is in this world no real delight 
^eKcq)ting thoft of fenfuality), but eip* 
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change of ideas in convcrfation ; and 
whoeiyer has once experienced the foil 
flow of London talk, when he retires to 
.country friendships and rural fports, 
muft either be contented to turn baby 
again and play with the rattle, or he 
y^ijl pine ^way like a great fifti in a little 
pond, and die for want of his ufual 
food." — " Books without the knowledge 
pf life are ufelefs (I have heard him fay) 5 
for what Ihould books teach but the art 
p( living? To ftudy manners however 
only in cofFce-houfes, is more than equally 
imperfeft 5 the minds of men who ac- 
xjuirc no folid learning, and only exift 
pn the daily forage that they pick up by 
running abopt, and fnatching what drops 
frprp thejr neighbours as ignorant as 
themfclves, will never ferment into any 
Jcnowledge valuable or durable; but 
like the light wines we drink in hot 
f ountries, plcafc for the moment though 
incapable of keeping. In the ftudy of 
fpanitind much will be found to fwim as 
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frothy and much- muft fink as feculence'^ 
before the wine cart havcf its cfFcft, and 
bccotncr that nobkfk liquor which re- 
joices the heart?, and gnrcs vigour to the 
hnagiDatioiv." 

I ai(r> well aware* thar t do not, and 
cart0OC give each: cxpreflion of Dr. John- 
ioa with all its force or all its neat- 
tvcfii but I h«ve done my beft to record 
fttch of his maxims, and* repeat fuch of 
bis feotimciWis, asF may give to thofe wh6 
kttew hitn iwc, a juft idea of his charafteir 
aod Brtannar of thinking. To* endeavour 
M adormbig, or adding, or foftening, or 
meltoradng fuch anecdotes, bj any tricks 
my iii»perien€ed pen could play*, 
would be weia^knefs indeed; worfe than 
tli^ FFcnchxiaan who prefides over the 
pofcelaiia maaufaftory at Scve, ta whom 
wlien fomc Greek vafes were given him 
as models, be lanrented Is irifi-effe ic 
tdlis former ; and endleavouped to affift 
them by cluftcrs of flovrcrs, whHe flying 
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Cupids &rved for jthe handles o£ mm 
originally intended to CQotain the Ofhc^ 
of the dead. The mifery is, that I can 
fecolled £q few aneGd0tes> and tbttt I 
have recorded no«Dore axioms of a man 
whafc cviery word merited vaittcntM))i,^«i4 
whofe evisfy fentdment tdid honour to 
biasnan nature. Remote fronn siSsAmom 
M {torn jerror or falfehood^ ilbe contferc % 
leader has in looking over thefe papersy 
is the certainty that thofe 'WefC ually^uhe 
opinions of Johnfon, which are related 
as fiich. 

Kcar of what othars nmy think, is: the 
great catife of afFe^ation ;, and he was not 
likely to difgtiife his notions out of cow^ 
Iprdioe. He bated diiguife, and nobody 
penetrated it fo readily. I ibcwcd him a 
letter written to a common friend,, who 
was at fome lofs for the explanation of 
i;t; " Whoever wrote it (fays our 
Doftor) could, ifhechofeit, roake;him* 
ielf underftood ; but/tis the Jettec of an 
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embarrajfed many Sir^" and fo the event 
proved it to be. 

Myfterioufnefs in trifles offended him 
on every fide : ^* it commonly ended in 
guilt (he faid) j for thofe who begin by 
concealment of innocent things^ will foon 
have fomething' to hide which they dare 
not bring to light/' He therefore encou- 
raged an opennefs of conduft, in women 
particularly, " who (he obferved) were 
often led away when children, by their 
delight and power of furprifing/* He 
recommended, on fomething like the 
fame principle, that when one perfon 
meant to ferve another, he fhould not go 
about it flily, or as we fay underhand, out 
of a falfe idea of delicacy, to furprife one's 
friend with anunexpefted favour; "which,, 
ten to one (fays he), fails to oblige 
your acquaintance, who had fome rea- 
fons againft fuch a mode of obligation, 
which you might have known but for 
that fupcrfiuous cunning which yoo 
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think an elegance. Oh! never be fe- 
duced by fuch filly pretences (conti • 
nued he); if a wench wants a good 
gown, do not give her a fine finellingi- 
bottle, becaufe that is more delicate: 
as I once knew a lady lend the key of her 
library to a poor fcribbling dependant, 
as if jflie took the woman for an oftrich 
that could digeft iron." He faid in* 
deed, " that women were very difficult to 
be taught the proper manner of confer- 
ring pecuniary favours s that they always 
gave too much money or too little j 
for that they had an idea of delicacy 
accompanying their gifts, fo that they 
generally rendered them either ufelefs 
or ridiculous/' 

He did indeed fay very contemptu* 
ous things of our fex; but was ex- 
ceedingly angry when I told Mift 
Reynolds that he faid, " It was well 
managed of fome one to leave his af- 
fairs in the hands of his wife, becaufe, ia 
matters of bufincfs (faid he), nowomaa 
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ftop€ at ifitqgrity/' This wa«> I thinks 
the only ienteocc I ever obferve4 hua 
folicitaus to explain away after he bad 
uttered it. He was not at all difpleaied 
at the recoUe&ion of a, farcafm thrown 
en a whole frofelfion at once y when ^ 
gentleman kaving the company^ focne*- 
body who fate next Dr. Johnfon aike4 
him, who he was ? " I canipot exactly 
jteU you Sir (replied he), aod I woi^ be 
loth to fpeak ill of any perfon who J ^ 
not know deferves it, but I am afraid 
he is an aUomty.'' He did <»fit how- 
ever encourage general fatire, and far 
^he . nooift part .profefied himfdf to fed 
direiJUy. contrary to Dr. Swift ^ "wfe^ 
(fays he) hates the world, though he 
loves John and Robert, and certain in- 
dividuals/' 

♦ 

Johnfon faid always, " that the -world 
iwas well csffiftrufted, but that the parm«- 
cular people diijgraced the elegance ami 
beauty of the .general fabric." Ixi the 
fMX manner I was relating once ^ 
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hifn>'how Dr. Gollicr obfcrrcd, that the 
lore one bore to children was from the 
drttioipatioti one's mind made while one 
concemplated them : ^^ We hope (fays 
be) that they will fomc time make wife 
Rieni or amiable women -, and we fufier 
'cm i to take up ^our affeftioii ' before* 
Hand. 'One canbot love lumps of flejhi 
and little infants are nothing nriore. On 
the ^contrary (fays Johiifon), one can 
fcafcely help wilhlng^ while one fon<iles 
ar^tatby;' that it may never live to become 
ir:mafii:fop ii i$^ probable that when 
he becomes a mkn^ he fhould be fure to 
end in a fcoundrcl/' Girls were Icfs dif- 
j|te«fifllg< to hlm^ ^ «* for as their tempta- 
tiODS'^were fewer (he faid), their vfrtue 
lffthis:life^^aiid(happinefs in the^next^ 
wci^eJefs improbable ; and he loved (he 
£ud) Jto fee:a knotof little mifies^dearly.'^ 

V In ec^le - work had a ftrenuous ap- 
proves**' in Dr. Johnlbn, who laid, 
^^\ tSat "one '6f the great felicities of fe- 
male life> Wi^ the general confent of the 
T 
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^ * — - - • ' ^ 

Wprl4^:.thf^t jlj!?y, oaigtit ^iqu^ th^-. 
fehrc;*. ^ Vjith, vPftttjf : cKcyp^iofls^ vhiciii 
coj«ril|>ut;gd ta fh^ Jengtl^Ofimg 'tMr 
iivc^ a4i4 jJ^ciJerTing their; mi^kds in; a 
ftat^ i^ fonity." > A mart cannot hf m & 
J^Wkft^aft^kerql^isf Xfaid aJ^dy of qtw^- 

n9»4^^^a4 tppreeftt^ JWf^ fwnilyJjwidl 

hwJ^J b* \fcf*Al*tflP^6tii#»4y 3?r^v«»i'» 

.'••'^ :i..! v: V. :::) '\:..\. ::\u .:. \.-, 

be^ to bei tnikcB^ af aa uDv^oal liouo^nr 

nience. He hj^d no» fuph prejudi.QCs him- 
l(^}f> ^ and' with difficulty Tojrgavc therri vtt 
aiipther. .«f Djclic^acy.doeA aqt furely''c;9iv: 
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pkaifed^^ ^1)4 that is falfci dignity indeed 
which is QQs^t^n( to depend upon others. "^ 

. . The flyif^pf ihe oldphiksfo^f^j who 
c^krves, J^a^ he who W4int$ leaft is/ 
mo& liket^egods^ who. want Qothiiigi' 
w«» zhv^TM fcj|atcnGe,iisriih J?r^ John^T. 
foq, who on his owa part, recjuircd. le^ 
ajt^eadance^ fi<;k or well^ thj^i ever I (%yf,^ 
aaj huauA creatwe. Cf^vf^fydotk wt^. 
a^ he required to make hinv h^pyi^ 
aiid whf n he woiild, have '%P9> n;iad& ^ 
twa Votock if^^he HicnriMZigi it was only' 
that thcrf; might be -^ :C^Cfiinf/ oC d^i 
tajnmg^ hi^ coiBpanfwi^ to^d hinh Qn. 
tba|^ pripc^pje -k ww: th^ kb pi^eri^od^^ 
wwcr ^f;> ftinf}i)ner, ^»yiwn .^Jie.hea? of |b«> 
i^ffittJwr ga\rc,poof4e an..wwu<€fit(^lkr^ 
aisataCj^ af)d Walk ibr j^dafwe ia th(^ 
l^AdPi. while he wiihe^tiJCfit.ftiU on * 
cb^jr^ and ohftt day ^ffer jd^jTi^ tiU Ibnncki 
b<ldK prQpdftd 'a drive itt iha c^oaKh^) 
and <hac wtais the mo&lddicioQsl motM 
tfipki of hii i^ife^ -^^ Bqc thb carriage 
xnvft fi^.ibmcoftie <ab« he faid), ind^ 
Ta 
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the people wduW come home at laft i^ 
fd his pleafure wfts Qf (hurt duration. 

< 1 aflced h«rn- why he dotted on a 
coach fof a^rtd received for anfwer,' 
" That in th^ firit piece, the eompany- 
was fluH: m WKh'him there \ and covdd 
riof efcape, as- out of a room : in the 
next place; he Heard all' that was faid iir' 
a' carnage, 'where^ it -was my tSurn to be - 
deaf:'* arid ^ery impdtiertt ii^lihc army 
occs^onal ^ifiiiculty of hearing. On this* 
*:cbtiAt life i*1&ed to trafvcl all over 
the i^orldj foi^'thfe very a£i of going* 
forward was d^ttghtful to binr)^ and he 
^wt bimfdl iio- ^ coiycem - about acci* - 
ddf>ts, which l*e faid never }iaf)pened: : ' 
itor did the Furinhlg-away. of the horfes 
cm the edge of a'pfccipJce between Ver- 
noix and Stt l)ehy s in Ff-ahce cdnvince- 
hisn tb t&« aQCtb-apy; 'f fbi^ nbtKing came 
of :lit:':(Jie.faid)i except :thiat Mr. Thralc 
leaped oufc of Lthe carriage into a <^halk-' 
pit;, ;an.d thbn^c^e up^ again, looking- 
45rwhpe!:\ v.WAen :thc .truth .was,- all- 
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their lives were ifaved byuhc grcateft 
proyidcnce ever -exerted in favour of 
three .human creatures ; and : the part 
Mr. Thrale took from defpcrati^n was 
the Jikelicft tWng in the world . to pro- 
duce Jbroken limbs and death. 

Fear was indeed a fenfation to which 
Mr. Johnfon was an utter ftranger, ex- 
cepting when fome fudden apprehenfions 
feized him that he was going to die 5 
and even then he Tcept all his wits about 
him, to exprefs the moft humble and 
pathetic petitions to the Almighty: 
and when the firft paralytic ftroke * took 
his fpeech from him, he inftantly fet 
about compoling a prayer in Latin^ ,at 
once to deprecate God's mercy, to 
fatisfy himfdf that his mental powers 
remained unimpaired, and to keep them 
in exercife, that they might not perilh 
by pennitted ftagnation. This was after 
we parted ; but he wrote me an account 
of it, and I intend to publilh that letter, 
with many more. 

'T3 
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When one day he had it my liaufe' 
taken tincture of antimony inftead of 
emetic i;rine, for a vomit^ he was him* 
lelf the perfpn to direft us what to do 
for hin^i ^nd managed with as much 
coolnefs and deliberation as if he had 
been prefcribing for an indifferent per- 
fon. Though on another occafion, when 
he bad lamented in the moft piercing 
terms his approaching diffolution, and 
conjured me folcmnly to tell him what I 
thought, while Sir Richard Jebb was 
perpetually on the road to Strcatham, 
and Mr. Johnfon feemed to tliink him- 
felf pegledled if the phyfician left him 
for an hour only, I made him a fteady, 
but as I thought a vqry gentle harangue, 
in which I confirn>ed all that the Doftor 
h^d been frying, how no prefent danger 
could be wpcfted; hut that his age 
and continued il] health muft naturally 
ac;qclerate the arrival pf t\\^t hour which 
cftn \^ ffcaped by noRc: '^ And thi> 
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^fays John(<H), rififtg in gfeat anger) is 
che voice of female friendfhip I &tp^ 
pbit^ WJ^en the hand of the hangman 
wx)uld be fofter," • 

Another day^ Vfhcti he was ill^ and 
«excccdingiy low-^fpirited, and perfuaded 
that death was not far diftant) I appeared 
before him in a dark-coloured gown^ 
which his bad fight, and worfe apprehen- 
iaons^ made him mtftake for an iron-grey. 
*^ Why do you delight ^fitid he) thus to 
thicken the gloom <if mifery that fur^ 
bounds mei is not here fuf&tient accu-> 
mutation of horror without anticipated! 
mourning ?'V This is not mourning Sir 
>(faid I)> drawing the curtain, that the 
light might fall upon the filk, and ihew it 
was a purple mixed with grten* " Well, 
well (replied he, changing his voice)^ 
you little creatures fliould nev^r wear 
thofe fort of clothes however j they am 
«nfuitable in every way. What! have 
4K)t all infeds gay colburs V* I cdate 
T4 



Digitized 



by Google 



aSo ANBCQOTES OF THE I«ATE 

tbefe inftances chiefly to flicw th4t ifte 
fears of death itfelf could not fupprefs 
l\is witj his fagacity,: or his temptation 
to fudden refentment. 

Mr. Johnfon did not like that his 

friends (hould bring their .manufcrtpts 

for him to read> and he liked ftill leis 

to. read them when they were brought : 

fometimes however when he could not 

refufe he would take the play or poem, 

or whatever it was, and give the people 

his opinion from fome one page that he 

had peeped into. A gentleman carried 

him his tragedy, which, becaufe he loved 

the author, Johnfon . took, and it lay 

about Our, rooms fome xime^ What an- 

fwcr did you give.your friend. Sir ? faid 

I, after the book had been called* for. 

f* I told him (replied, he),, that there 

was too. much 7V^ . and JVrry in it/^ 

Sqeing me laugh moft violently, ^* Why 

what vould'ft have, child?" (faid he.) 

I looked at. nothing byt the dramatis^ 
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fuui thcre^was TVgfranes and 7Vridates/dr 
rXeribazus^ or fuch ftufF. A: man can 
tdl but what he knows, and I never got 
any further than the firft page. Alas, 
Madam ! (continued he) how few books 
9re there of which one ever can poflibly 
arrive at the laft page 1 Was there, ever 
yet any thing written by mere man that 
.was wifhed longer by its readers^ except- 
ing Don . Quixote, Robinfon Crufoe, 
and the Pilgrim's Progrefs ?" After Ho- 
mer's Ili^d, Mr. Johnfon confeffed that 
the work of Cervantes was the greateft 
Jn the world, fpeaking of it I mean as a 
.book of enterxainment; and when W€ 
confider that every other author's ^ ad- 
.mirers are confined to his countrymen, 
and perhaps to the literary claffes among 
tbemy while Don Quixote is a fort of 
common property, an univerfal claffic, 
equally tafted by the court and the cot^ 
.tagc, equally applauded in France- and 
•England as in Spain, quoted by every 
fcrvant, the amufcpient of every jigc 
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fnom infancy to decrepkude ; the ^firft 
book yon fee on eretj (helf, in ertry 
ihop» where books are fold^ through all 
^ ftates of Italy $ who can refufe hrs 
coafient to on avowal of the fuperiortty 
of Cervantes to all other modern wri*- 
tcrs ? Shakcfpearc himfelf has^ till lately, 
been worfhipped only at home, though 
his plays are now the favourite amtife- 
ments of Vienna ; and when I was at 
Padua fome months s^o> Romeo and 
Juliet was a£ted there under the nam<; 
)Of Trage^a V€ronefei while engravers 
and tranflators live by the Hero of La 
Mancha in every nation, and the fides 
of miferable inns all over England and 
France, and I have heard Germany tod, 
are adorned with the exploits of Don 
Qjiixote^ May his celebrity procure my 
pardon for a digreffion in praife of a 
writer who, through four volumes of the 
tnoft exquifite pleafantry and genuine 
humour, has never been feduced to over- 
step the limits of propriety, has never 
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c^led in the wretched auxiliaries of ob- 
fcenitjr or profanenefs ; who trufts to* 
liattire.and fentiment alone, and never 
mifles of that applaufe which Voltaire 
and Sterne labour to produce, while 
honeft merriment beftows her unfading 
Crown upon Cervantes. 

Dr. Johnfon was a great reader of 
French literature, and delighted exceed- 
ingly in Boileau's works. Moliere I 
think he had hardly fufficient tafte ofi 
and he ufed to condemn me for prefer- 
ring La Bruycre to the Due dc Roche- 
foucault, " lyho (he faid) was the only 
gentleman writer who wrote like a pro- 
feffcd author." The afperity of his 
harfh fentences, each of them a fentence 
of condemnation, ufed to difguft me 
however; though it muft be owned, 
that, among the neccflaries of human 
life, a rafp is reckoned one as well as % 
razors 
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Mr. Johnfon did not like apy one 
'Vho faid tbcy were happy, or \yho faid 
any one clfe was fo. «^ It is all /tf»/ 
(he would cry), the dog knows he is 
mifewble all the time." A friend whonn 
he lo\Ked exceedingly, told him on fome 
occaQon notwithftanding, that |iis wife's 
filler was really happy, and called upon 
the lady to confirm his affertion, which 
Ihe did fomewhat roundly as we fay, and 
with an accent and manner capable of 
offending Mr. Johnfon, if her pofition 
had not been fufficient, without any 
thing more, to put him in very ill hu- 
mour. '* If your fift^r-in-law is really 
the contented being (he profeflcs herfelf 
Sir (faid he), her life gives the lie to 
€very refearch of humanity; for (he is 
happy without health, without beauty, 
without money, and without underftahd-* 
ing." This ftory he told me himfelf; 
^nd when I exprefled fomething of the 
horror I felt, " The fame ftupidity 
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(faid he) which prompted her to extol, 
felicity fhe never fek, hindered her from 
feeling what fhocks you on repetition* 
I tell you, the wonnan is «gly, and fickly,' 
and fbolifhj; and poor i and would it not 
niake a man hang himfelf to hear fuch a^ 
creature fay, it was happy V\ 

^^ The life of a failor was alfo a conti- 
nued fceoe of danger and exertion(he faidjj 
and the manner in. which time was Q)ent, 
on fhipboard would make all who/aW;a 
cabin envy a gaol/' The roughnefs of 
the language ufed on board a man o£ 
war, where he pafled a week on a vifit; 
to Capt. Knight, difgufted him terribly., 
H? aike4 sui officer what fonie pla(:e waSt 
caliedi and- received for anfwer, that it 
was where the loploUy man kepthia 
loploUy : a reply he confidered, not un- 
juftly,' a& difrcfpc(Stful,-grofs, and igno- 
rant;, for though in the courfe of thefc 
Memoirs J llavc bcended to n>entioft 
Pr, Johnibn's .tendecncfs towards fo^r 
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people^ I do not wiih to miflcad my 
rcaders> and wake them think he had 
4ny delight in mean manners or coarfe 
expreflions. Even dreis itfelf^ when it 
refcmblcd that of the vulgar, offended 
him excodingly ; and when he had con- 
demned me many times ibrnot adorning 
my children with more fliow than I 
thought ufcful or elegant, I prefented 
a little girl po him who came oVifiting 
dne evening covered with fhinrng orna- 
ments, to fee if he would approve of the 
appearance {he made. When they were 
gdnc home, WelV Sir, faid I, how did 
you like fittle mifs ? I hope flie ^as jfw 
enough. " Ir was the finery of a beggar 
(faid he)^ and yotr kno^ it was; Ihe 
Iboked likft a native of Cow-hmc dreffed 
Up to be carried to Bartholomew-fair/* 

. Htis Teprimand. to another kdy fn 
Cirofling, her littkr child's handicerchiilf 
W&re^ and by thflt operation dragging 
4o«pn its head oddly and uaintentiooally. 
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was oil the fame prindpic. «^ It H the 
*^gg^r*^ fear of cold (faid he) that pre- 
Vtiils ovw fach parents, and fo they pirfl 
tlie poor tkiag's head dotvirni and give i€ 
die look of a baby chat play$ about 
WeftmioAer^Brldge, while tdie mpthe«^ 
fit$ Ibivering iiv a i»Vi«.'* 

. I CQrrvTKnde4 a young ladj^ for her 
beauty and pretty behaviour one day 
howevqrji' to whom I thought no objec- 
tjtons could have been made, '* L faw 
her (fays Dr.' Johnfony take a pair of 
fcilTa/^ in her.kft; hand thougfij >nd for 

^IJ hejr father: is now becoaie a pahle- 

t,, ^.-. ..^.1- .- / ...... 

QMD^ and as^youia^ exceiSirely: rieh> 1 
ftipj^ld^ yece^i a.yowh of ^yalitjr .tea 
jjears. bencc,^hj«J^tc, hetwei^ ai jju'JL fiai 
Jftqglc^cd, .and a »^^-" . . . ; . 

- It was indeed aftonifliing How htcotili 
rArmk fUch mrnuteflelfeB with a'fighr for 
ihlferaWy mtpeikSt^ but nb accr^iita} 
;pDfitioh of i^' ribbarid ' eTtapetf him> lb 
nice w«s h« obfervation, and lb rigdii' 
4 
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rous his demands of propriety. Whcit* 
I went with him to Lttchficki and camet 
down ftairs to breakfaft at the inn> my* 
drds did not pleafe bim^ and he made 
me alter it entirely before he would ftir 
a ftep with us about the town^ faying 
moft fatirical things concerning the ap-: 
pearance I made in a riding-habit ; and 
adding, " 'Tis very "ftrange that fuch, 
eyes as yours cannot difcern propriety 
of drefs : if I had a fight onl/ half as" 
good, I think I Ihould fee to the centre/^ 

' My Cotnpliandes however Were of little" 
worth: Sirhat really furprifed me Wii« 
thevidfcory he gained over a Lady Httlc* 
accuftomed to contradi£t!ion^ who had 
dr^fled herfelf for church at StreathartJ 
one Sunday morning, in a manner he* 
did not approve, and to whom he faid 
fuch (harp and pungent things concern*, 
tng her hat^ her gown^ &c. that ihe 
haftened to change them, . and returning 
quite another figure received his ap-> 
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|>Uufei and iblai^ked him for his re^ 
.pjroofs, imj<:h cq the amazement of her 
httiban4, whp co^d Scarcely bdtcvc his 
own cars* 

Another lady, whofc accampliflimentii 
he never denied, canie to our houfe one 
day covered with diamonds, feathers, Sec* 
and he did not feem inclined to chac 
with her as ufual. I afked him why ? 
when the company was gonc^ " Whyi 
•her head looked fo like that of a woman 
who ihews puppets (fiud he)> and hier 
v.oicc fo copfirmcd the fancy, that t 
could not bear her to-days when ih« 
wears a large cap, I can talk tp her/' 

When the ladies wore lace trimmixigs 
to their clothes, he expreflcd his con- 
tempt of the reigning fklhion in thcfe. 
terms : ^^ A Bruflels trimming is like 
bread fauce (faid he), it takes away the 
glow of colour from the gown, and 
gives ypu nothing inftead gf it} but 
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faucc was invented to heighten the fla- 
vour of our food, and trimming is an 
ornament to the manteau, or it is no- 
thing. Learn (faid he) that there Is 
propriety or impropriety in every thing 
how flight foever, and get at the general 
principles of drefs and of behaviour 5' if 
you then tranfgrefs them, you will at 
lead know that they are not obfcryed/*' 

All thefc exaftnefTes in a man who 
was nothing lefs than exaft himfelf, 
made him extremely imprafticable as 
an inmate, though moft inftruftive- as a 
companion, and ufeful as a friend. Mr. 
Thrale too could fometimes over-rule 
his rigidity, by faying coldly. There, 
there, now we have had enough for one 
lefture^ Dr. Johnfon ; we will not be 
upon education any more till after din- 
ner, if you pleafe — or fome fuch fpeech : 
but when there was nobody to reftrain 
his diflikes, it was extremely difficult 
to find ariy body with whom he could 
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cbnvcrfe, without living always on the 
vef ge of a quarrel, or of fomcthing too 
•likp.a quarrel to. be pleafing. I came 
into the room, for example, one even-^. 
ing, where he and a gentleman, whofe 
abilities we all refpeft exceedingly, were 
fitting; a lac^y who walked in two 
minutes, before me had blown *em both 
into a flame, by whifpering fomething to 
Mr. S— — -d, which he endeavoured to 
explain away, fb as not to afiront the 
Dpflor, whofe fufpicions were all alive. 
*^ And have a care. Sir (faid he), juft as 
I came in > the Old J-,ion will not bear 
to be tickled/' The other was pale with 
rage, the Lady wept at the confufion 
jhe had caufed, and I could only fay 
with Lady Macbeth, 

S6h! you've difplac'd the mirth, broke the good 

meeting 
With raoft admir'd dUbrder^ . , 

. Such accidents however occurred too 
often, and 1 was forced to take ad van - 

V 2 ' ' 
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tage of my loft lawfuit, md plead inabi* 
lity of purfc to remain longer in L^on^ 
don or its vicinage. I had been eroded 
In my intentions of going abroad, and 
Found it convenient, for every reafbn df 
health, pejice, and peciiniary circunri- 
ftances, to retire to Bath, Where I Jcnew 
Mr. Johnfbn would riot follow me; and 
where I could for that reafoh command 
Tome little portion of time for my own 
life J a thing im^oflible While I remaUed 
at Strcatham or at London, ^s my houfsy 
ckrriage, ind fervants had long been & 
his command, whb would hot rife in thh 
morning till twelve o'cloclc perhaps, and 
oblige me tb make breakfaft for hini 
till the bell rung- for idinner,, thoiigh 
much difpleafed if the t:6ilet wa? neg^ 
Icfted, and though much of the time 
we paffed together was fpent in blaming 
or deriding, very juftly, my negled of 
ceconomy, and wafte of that money 
which might make many families hkppy. 
Th« original reafon of our conneftioffy 
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hh.parikulariy diftn^d^^d health and/p- 
ritSy had been Jojig at ^n enc^, ?^d hjc 
Jiad iio other ailtpepts t;han old age and 
general infirmity, which every profeffar 
♦jof 'medicine wa^ airdeptly ?:e^loi|s anji 
-generally attentive to p^Uiatf , and to 
^co0tribute all in their power for the 
prolongation of a life fo yalwsible. Vd- 
'neration for his virtue, reverence for his 
'talents, delight in his copyerf^tipp, and 
.'habitual endurance of a yoke my huf- 
band firft put. upon me, apd of wliich he 
-contentedly bore bis fhare for fifteen or 
.fcyenteen yt^vh niade me go qq fo Jong 
with Mr. Jqhpfoni but the perpetual 
.confinempnt I will own to have been 
.terrifying in the firft years of our friend- 
ship, and Jrkfome in the laftj nor could 
•I pretend to fupport it without help, 
wbep my cpa^jutpr wa$ no moj-e. To 
. the affiftance we gave him, the Iheltcr 
our houfe afibrded to his .ixnea^fy fancies, 
and to the pains we took to footh or re- 
' prefs them, the world per]>aps is in- 

U3 ■ ' 
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dcbtcd for the three political pamphlets, 
the new edition and corrcftion of his 
Didionary, and for the Poets Lives, 
which he would fcarce have lived, I think, 
and kept his faculties entire, to have 
written,' had not inceflant care been ex- 
erted at the time of his firft coming to 
be our conftant gueft in the country j 
and fcveral times after that, when he 
found himfelf particularly oppreffed with 
difeafes incident to the moft vivid 
and fervent imaginations. I fhall for 
ever confider it as the greateft honour 
which could be conferred on any one, 
to have, been the confidential friend of 
Dr. Johnfon's health ; and to have in 
fome meafure, with Mr. Thrale^s aflift- 
ance, faved from diftrcfs at leaft, if not 
from worfe, a -mind great beyond the 

• comprehenfion of common mortals, and 
good beyond all hope of imitation from 

^pcriftiable beings. 

Many of our friends were earneft that 
he fhould write the lives of our famous 



Digitized 



by Google 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON-. ag5 

prafc. authors. ; l^ut he never made an^ 
anfwer that I can rccoUeft to the pro- 
pofal, excepting when Sir Richard Muf- 
grave once was lingularly warm about 
k, getting up arid intreating him to fct 
' about the work immediately i he coldly 
replied, '' Sit dowrty Sir T . 

When Mr. Thrale built the new li- 
brary at Streatham, and hung up over 
the books the portraits of his favourite 
friends, that of Dr. Johnfon was laft 
finifhed, and clofed the number. It was 
almoft impoffible not to make verfes on 
fuch an accidental combination j^{ cir- 
cumftances, fo I made the following 
ones : but as a charafter written in verfc 
will for the moft part be found imper- 
frfT^as a charafter, I * have therefore 
written a profe one, with which I mean, 
not to complete, but to conclude thefe 
Anecdotes of the bell and wifeft man 
that ever came within the reach of my 
perfonal acquaintance, and I think I 
. U 4 , 
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might venture to add, lihat of ^1 or any 
^ of my readers : 

\\ Gigantic in knoti'Iedge, in Virtue, m ftrengthi 

II Our company ctofiss with ji3il*^\dN at Icngtii i 

f So the Greeks from the c^veni of PolyipheiBe pail^^ 

When wifeft, and great eft^ Ulyfles can\e laft. 

I To his comrades contemptuous, we fee him loot 

down^ 
On their wit and their worth with a gener^ frown^ 

I . Since from Science' proud tree the rich fruit he 

I receives, 

f Who could ftake the whole trunk while tbej 

I turn*d a few leaves. . 

His piety pure, his morality nice — 

Prote<ior of virtue, and terror of vice ; 

In thefe. features Religion's firm champion dif* 

' play'd, 
Shall make infidels fear for a modem crufade. 
While th' inflammable temper, the pofitive tongue, 
. Too confcious of right for endurance of wrong. 
We fuffer from Johnsois, contented to find. 
That fome notice we gain from fo noble a mind j 
And par-dpn our hqrts, fince fo often we've found 
The balm of inftrudlion pour'd into the wound. 
'Tis thus for its virtues the chcmifts extol 
Pure redificd fpirit, fublimc alcohol j 
From noxious putrefccnce, prefcrvattve pure, 
A cordial in health, and in ficknefs a cure ; 
But expos'd to the fun, taking fire at his rays, • 
Burns bright to the t^octom, and ends in a blaze* 
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» 4t is ufual, I know not ^hy, wficn a 
charafter is giv^, to begin with d dc- 
fcription of ?he perfon j th^t Y^hich con- 
tained the four of Mr. Johnfon defenre^ 
to "be ' particularly defcribcd.' ^His fta- 
ture Was remarkably high, aqd his limbs 
exceedingly lal-ge : his ftrcngth was more 
th^n common 1 believe, and his activity 
had been greater I have heard than fuch 
^ form gave one reafon to expedt*. his 
features were ftrongly marked^ and hii 
countenance particularly Tugged; h:liough 
the original complexion had certainly 
bieen fair, a circumftance fomeWhat un- 
ttfual-: his fight was near, and othetwift 
itnperfedlj yet his eyes, though of a light* 
grey colour, were fo wild, (6 piercing, 
and at' times To fierce, that fear was I 
believe the fii*ft emotion in the hearts of 
all his beholders. ' His mind was fo 
comprehenfive, that ho language but that 
be ufed could hav« expreffed its con- 
tents ; and fo ponderous was his lan- 
guage, that fendments kfs lofty ^nd 
9 
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lefs/^iid ihan his were, would have been 
cn^umbered> not adprned by it. 

Mr. Johnfon was not intentionally 
however a pompous converferi, an4 
though he was iajcufed of ufing big 
words as they are called, it was only 
when little ones would not cxprefs, his 
meaning as clearly, or when perhaps the 
elevation of the thought would have been 
difgraced by a drefs lefs fuperb* He 
vkdf to fay, "that the fize of a maQ's 
underftapding might always be juftly 
tne?ifured.by his mirths" and his own was 
never contemptible. He would laugh 
at a ftroke of genuine hvmour, or fud- 
den fally pf odd abfurdity, as heartily 
ftnd freely as I ever yet faw any man i 
and though the jeft was' often fuch as 
few felt bcfides himfelf, yet his laiugK 
was irrefiftible, and was obferved imme- 
diately to produce that of the tompany,' 
not merely from the notion that it was 
proper to laugh when. he c^id, but pureljr 
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otit o£ want of power to forbear k^ H^ 
was no enemy tofpkndour of apparel or 
pompof equipage — "Life (he would fay.) 
is barren enough furely with all her trap- 
pings j let us therefore be cautipus hovif 
we ftrip her.'* In matters of ftill higher 
moment he once obfcrved, when fpeak- 
ing on the fubje£t of fuddcn innovation, 
— " He who plants a foreft may doubtlefs 
cut down a hedge ; yet I could wifh 
methinks that even he would wait till he 
fees his young plants grow/' 

. Wttb regard to common occurrepcesj^ 
Mr^ Joh/ifpn had, when I firft knew him^ 
looked on the ftill- fhifting fcenes of life 
tiU he was weary i for as a mind flow in itf 
OWQ. nature, or unenlivened by informa- 
tion, will contentedly read in the fao^e 
book for twenty times perhaps, the very 
aft of reading it being more than half 
the bufmefs, and every period being at 
every reading better undcrftood ; while 
a mind more aftive or more Ikilful to 
comprehend its meaning is made imf- 
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t!crclffick at the ftcond perufalj lb i 
ifcui'Kkc his, acute to difcern th^ truth, 
vigorous to embrace, and powerful to 
retain it, foon fees enough of the world's 
dull profpeft, which at firft, like that oF 
the fca, pleafes by its extent, but foon, 
like that too, fatigues from its uni- 
formity; a calm and ^ ftorm being the 
bnly variations that the nature of either 
Will admit. ' ' 

Of Mr. Johnfon's erudition the world 
has been the judge, and we who pro- 
duce each a fcore of his fayln^s, as 
proofs of that wit which in him Was in- 
exhauftible, refemble travellers who hav- 
ing vifited Delhi or Goiconda, bring 
tiome'each a handful of Oriental peafii to 
tvince the richer of «he Great MoguL 
May the Public condefcpnd to acctpt 
my iil-ftrufig ii^ledion with patience at 
icaftj remembering only that they are 
mUos df him who was great an aH 
'occafions, and^ like a^ cube in architect* 
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tune, yOu beheld him 05 each/idc, aitd 
his fize ftilt.sqsipeared undrmtnUhe4« 

. As his purfe was ever open to almf- 
giving^ fo was his heart tender to thoft: 
who wanted relief, and his foul fufcep- 
tible of gratitude, and of every kind 
xmprcflion 5^ yet though he had refined 
his fenfibility, he hid not e^^dangered 
his quiet, by encouraging in himfelf a 
iblicitude about frifles, which he treated 
%ith the contempt th^y deferve* 

It was well enough knpwn, before thefc 
flieets were published,, that Mr. Johnfoh 
bad a roughnefs in his manner which fub- 
dued the faucy, and terrified the meek.: 
;hi$ was, when I knew him, the prominent 
part of a charaftei; which few durlt 
venture to approach fo ne^ly.; and 
which was for that reafon in many re- 
^Gis grofsdy ^nd frequently miftaken; 
and it was perhaps ^peculiar tofbim, that 
the lofty confcioufnefs of hb own fupe- 
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riority, wtiicb animated his looks^ artd 
raifed his voice iri CDnverfation^ caft 
likewife an impenetrable veil over hinci 
when he faid nothing. 'His talk there- 
fore had commonly the complexion of 
arrogance, his filence of fuperciliouf- 
nefs. He was however feldom inclined 
to be filent when any moral or literary 
queftion was darted : and it was on fuch 
occafions, that, like the fage in Raflelas, 
he fpoke, and attention watched his 
lips,; he Tcafoned, and conviftion clofcd 
his periods: if poetry was talked of, his 
quotations were the readieftj and had 
he not been eipinent for more folid and 
brilliant qualities, mankind would have 
united to extol his extraordinary me- 
mory. His manner of repeating deferves 
to be defcribed, though at the fame 
time it defeats all power of defcription ; 
but whoever once heard him repeat an 
ode of Horace, would be long before 
they could endure to hear it repeated by 
another. 
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His equity in giving the charafter 
of living acquaintance ought not un- 
doubtedly to be omitted in his own, 
whence partiality and prejudice were 
totally excluded, and truth alone' pre- 
fided in his tongue: a fteadinefs of con- 
duft the niore to be conrunended, as no 
man had ftronger likings or averfions. 
His veracity was indeed, from the moft 
trivial to the moft folemn occafiohs, 
ftrift, even to fevcrity; he fcorncd to 
embcUifti a ftory with fi£titious circum- 
ftances, which (he ufcd to fay) took off 
from its real value. ** A ftory ^'(Cip' 
Johnfon) fhould be a fpecimen of life 
and manners; but if the furrpunding 
circumftances are falfe, as it is no more 
a reprcfentation of reality, it is no 
longer worthy our attention." 

For the, rcftr— That beneficence which 
during his life increafed the comforts of 
fo mahy, may after his death be per- 
haps ungratefully forgotten] but thac 
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piety which <li£bdtdd the feriou^ pUj^rli 
lAitheRambler^ will be for ever remem^ 
bered j for cveir, I think, revered* Thac 
ample repofitory of religious truth, tnoc- 
ral wifdoni^ and accurate criticifm, 
breatlies iodccd tbee gemrioe emaaiaitidnk 
4>f its great Author's mind> expr^flfed 
.too in a ftyle fo natural to him, and 
fii moch like his cboimonr nnodeof eon^- 
rerfing, that I was myfclf but littte 
.aft6niiked when be toid me, that he haC 
jcaoroely read over one of tJiofe ininmr*' 
tftbfe effayi before thiy wcfft to thfc 

I will add one or two peculiarities 
more, before I lay down my pen* — *- 
Thotjigh at ail immeafurable diftance 
from content in the contemplation of 
his own uncouth form and figure, he 
did not like another man much the^efs 
for bcfing a cox(tomb. I motioned two 
iriends who were particularly fond ^ 
booking at thcmfelves in a glafs-^" Thejr 
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do not furprife me at all by fo doing 
(laid Tohnfon): they fecj rcfledtcd ia 
that glafs, men who have rifen fron;i. 
alnioli: the loweft fituations in life; one 
to enormous riches, the other to every 
thing this world can give— rankj fame, 
and fortune. They fee likewife, men 
who have merited their advancement by 
the exertion and improvement of thofe 
talents which God had given them ; and 
I fee not why they ihould avoid the 
mirror.'* 

The other Angularity I promifed to 
record, is this : That though a man of 
qbfcure birth himfclf, his partiality to 
people of family was vifible on every 
cccafioni his zeal for fubordinatioa 
warm even to bigotry; his hatred to in- 
novation, ,ahd reverence for the ,old 
feudal times, apparent, whenever any 
poffible manner of (hewing them occur- 
red. I have fpoken of hi$, piety, his 
charity, and his truth, the enlargement 
X 
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of his .heart, and the delicacy of hi^ 
fcntiments; and when.! ftarch for 
fha^ow to mjr portrait, none can I find 
but what vas formed by pride, differ- 
ently modified as difi^crent occafion; 
fliewcd it J yet nevfcr was pride fo pu- 
tified as Johnfon's, at once from mean- 
ncfs ahd from vanity. The mind of thi$ 
man was indeed expanded beyond the 
common limits of human natyre^ and 
ftpred.with.fuch variety of knowl^dge^ 
that I ufed to think it refembled a royaj 
pleafure-ground, where every plant, of 
f very name and nation, f}ouriihed in the 
full perfeftion . of tfeeir powers, and 
jvhere, though lofty wdod^ and idling 
cataradts.fixft caught the eye, and fixed 
fhe earlieft attention of bchol^^rs, yet 
neither fh^ trim parterre nort^e ple^fing 
ibrubbery, nqr even tjic ^ antiquated 
ever-greens, ,were denipd a place i(\ 
fprne fit corner of the happy valley, 

THE END, 



Digitized 



by Google 



-w. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Naples, Feb. lo, 1786. 

SINGE the foregoing went to the 
prefs, having fccn a paffagc from Mr. 
Bofwell's Tour to the Hedridcs, in 
which it is faid, that / fould not get 
through Mrs. Montagu* it EJfay on Shake-' 
Jpeare^ I do not delay a moment to de- 
clare, that, on the contrary, I have al- 
ways commended it myfelf, and heard 
it commended by every one elfej and 
few things would give me more concern 
than to be thought incapable of tafting, 
or unwilling to teftify my opinion of its 
«cellence^ 
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